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His Moſt CyrisTian MajesTyY. 


CONn TT AINESEY 


A full and clear Account of the moſt important 
TRANSACTIONS of the laſt WAR. 


Together with 


Some genuine Anecdotes relative to his private Life 
and Amours; and the Ceremomies obſerved 
at his magnificent Interment. 


Publiſhed for the IurrRoOvEMENT and EXTERTAINMENT of the 
BRITISH YOUTH of both Sexes, 


Adorned with COPPER-PLATES. 


By Il. W. DILWORTH, A.M. | 


— —— 


— 


Printed for G. WRIC HT. Mocci x. 


OF 


Maurice Count Save, 


Generaliſſimo of the French Army. 


FMS u ALU RICE Count Saxe was born at 
„ * Dreſaen, the 19th of Oeber, 1696. 
mA , He was natural fon of Frederick Au- 
SERIE of guſtus the ſecond, elector of Saxony, 
KR MM ce king of Poland. by Aurora coun- 
teſs of Konicſmarc, deſcended from one of the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed houſes in Sawedey. 

From his infancy he betrayed ſtrong intima- 
tions of a military inclination, which grew upon 
him as he advanced in years; there was a war- 
like turn in all his amuſements. He had con- 
ceived ſuch an extraordinary fondneſs for horſes, 
that from the time he could be with ſafety, he 
was always amongſt them. 

When fit to be taken out of the hands of 
women, and to be put under the tuition of a 
governor, his royal father determined that he 
ihould have an education ſuitable to his high 
birth; and with the concurrence of his mother, 
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appointed monſieur D' Alengon, a captain in Ban- 
reals regiment, to be his preceptor. He was a 
native of France, but bred up in the principles of 
Calvin; he was conſpicuous for the politeneſs of 
his manners, and elegance of his behaviour. He 
was a perfect maſter of all the exerciſes in which 
young people of family pride themſelves to excel. 

Given into ſuch hands, he gave a looſe to his 
genius, thought of nothing but riding and 
fencing, for which he deſpiſed all other exer- 
ciſes; he was reſtive in regard to learning, and 
all ſorts of fineſle were made ule of to prevail on 
him to acquire the little knowledge he did, 
The general conduct of his life is to be attri- 
buted more to great natural parts, than to any 
conſiderable acquirements by ſtudy of the po- 
liter arts. 

He ſecmed to have an early foreknowledge 
that France was to be one day his adopted coun- 
try. He therefore particularly applied himſelf 
to that language, and had moſtly people of that 
country attendants on him. 

From the time he was able to manage a horſe, 
be accompanied .the elector in all his military 
expeditions, from whoſe great example he 
learned intrepidity: he followed the king in all 
the campaigns of Poland; and never behaved 
unworthy of the illuſtrious fountain he ſprang 
from. 

The troubles of Poland being over, our young 
warrior had no farther opportunities of indulg- 
ing his martial diſpoſition, at which he repined. 
But on hearing that the allies had declared war 

againſt 
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againſt France, he determined within himſelf to 
go thither, nor could he be diſſuaded by all the 
difficulties repreſented to him, nor the tender 
intreaties of his mother. : 

He marched all the way on foot, as a private 
ſoldier, to the Netherlands, it that time the thea- 
tre of war, where he waited on the elector king 
his father, who had repaired incognito to the 
camp of the allies before Le, which they had 
laid hece. to. 

The fame of the duke of 1Marlb:roueh, and 
of prince Eugene, veſted wirn the command 
there, had filled him with a ſtrong defire of 

making his firſt eſſays in the liſts of glory, under 
two ſuch renowned heroes. 

His father, who in the arm} paſſed under the 
name of count Miſſein, had conferred the com- 
mand of the troops of Saxony on general Schu- 
lembourg, who appointed count Saxe his aid- 
major-general. 'Tho' no more than twelve years 
old, he mounted the trenches ſeveral times be- 
fore the c ty and citadel, under the eyes of his 
father, who was highly pleaſed with his un— 
caunted ſpirit. Every thing having been agreed 
on relating to the capitulation of the citadel of 
Liſe, the two armies ſeparated and went into 
winter-quarters; ſo ended the campaign of 
1708. He returned to Dreſden. 

In the month of June of the following year, 

1709, he aſſiſted at the ſiege of Teurnay. At 
which, as well as at that of Li//e in the preced- 
ing campaign, his noble actions acquired him 
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the eſteem of Schulembourg, and the duke of 
Marlborough. 

The capitulation for the city of Tournay 
was no ſooner ſigned on doth fides, than the 
allies having received information of the weak- 
neſs of the garriſon of Mons, detached a large 
body of horſe, carrying each a ſoot- ſoldier behiud 


him, under the prince of He/e Caſſel's command; 


in order to hinder the French from making them- 
ſelves malters of the paſſage of the little river 
Hayne (from which the country of Haynault takes 
its name) and to inveſt Mons the capital thereof, 
before marihal de Yillars ſhould be able to pene- 
trate into their ſcheme, 

The youlſg dount being very deſirous to make 
one of this expedition, ſolicited for permiſſion 
to follow the prince of Heſe. Caſel, which grant- 
ed, he carried a foct-ſoldier behind him, and 
was one of the foremoſt in paſling the Hayze, 
{word in hand, while marſhal de Y://ars croſſed 
the river of Heineau, with a view of aſſiſting of 
Mon, and putting troops and proviſions in it. 
The two armies finding themſelves within fight 
of one another, not far from that city, degan by 
cannonading, and continued in order of battle 
a part of the night, 

Next day many ſkirmiſhes happened between 
the detachments of both armies. Count Saxe 
had a ſhare in moſt of them; and was always 
vex'd when he heard that there had been any, at 
which he aſſiſted not, for his paſſion was to be 
in them all. 

On 
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On the tenth of September, 1709, he very 
narrowly eſcaped being taken or killed in one 
of thoſe ſkirmiſhes. Nor could he have extri- 
cated himſelf, if, by a piſtol-ſhot, he had not 
luckily defeated his purfuer's intent. And the 
following day, in the famous battle of 1Ma/pla- 
guet, he diſtinguiſhed himſelf by a determined 
bravery, that ſeemed quite above his age, declar- 
ing in the evening, © That he was content with 
„his day's work.“ 

At the fiege of Mons he mounted the firſt 
trenches, in the night between the 25th and the 
25th of the ſame month. That city ſurrender- 
ing the tenth of Oover following, the campaign 
concluded by the ſeparation of the two armres 
for their reſpective winter- quarters. Count 
Saxe returned to Dreſden; and from all the court 
received congratulatory compliments for his gal- 
lant behaviour during the campaign. 

In March 1710, having learned that the Ry/- 
ans were on their way for Livonia, he left Dre/- 


den, in order to repair to the ſiege of Riga. where 


Peter the Great commanded in perſon, by whom 
he was molt graciouſly received. His behaviour 
in this expedition was {uch, as juſtiſied with 
this monarch the high character he had already 
acquired, 

He took leave of him to repair to Flanders, 
and arrived before Douay, at the time of its ca- 
pitulation, the 25th of Junc of the ſame year. 
He was not a little diſſatisfed with himſelt, for 
his not having come ſoon enough, to ſhare in the 
reduction of this city. But tae fizge of Bethune, 
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began ſoon after, gave him frequent opportuni- 
ties of making up for loſt time. 

He expoled himſelf ſo undauntedly on many 
occaſions, that the duke of Marlborough ſaid of 
him, © None but a man ignorant of what dan- 
ger is, would attempt what he wantonly did!“ 
Prince Eugene, in order to curb him, thus accoſted 
him; „ Raſhneſs will never be deemed cou- 
rage, and that he ought to beware of miſtakin 
© them, becauſe the true judges of both will ne- 
ver let themſelves be impoſed on.“ 

Theſe remonſtrances could not abate his ar- 
dor, nor keep him from any attacks during the 
ſiege, which over, the campaign ended, and he 
returned to Dreſaen. From whence he ſet out 
in the year 1711, with the king his father, for 
the campaign of Pomerania, jointly with the 
Danes, purſuant to the treaty of Leopo/, between 
theſe two nations, and the Czar, againſt Charles 
the XII® king of Seeger. 

Yourg Saxe aſſiſted his father in taking Trep- 
tow; followed him alſo to Stralſund, where with 
his piſtol in his hand, in full view of the ene- 
my, he ſwam over the river; and although he 
faw three officers and twenty ſoldiers killed dur- 
ing his paſſage, he was no way diſmayed. The 
ſeaſon being too far ſpent, and the adjacent coun- 
try quite overflown, the united armies of Den- 
mark and Saxony were compelled to raiſe the 
fiege, and alſo that of Viſmar; they notwith- 
ſtandingimarched to Fort Penamunda, which they 
took, and then ſeparated. As ſoon as the troops 

had 
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had repaired to their winter-quarters, count Saxe 
returned to Dre/den. 

The king, who had been a witneſs of his ex- 
perience and capacity, raiſed a regiment of horſe 
for him. The count employed all the winter in 
liſting men, chuſing horſes, and diſciplining his 
troops. The king having complimented him 
with the liberty of chuſing his own officers, he 
choſe none but thoſe whom he knew to be truly 
brave. He preferred the pleaſure of exerciſing 
his regiment to all others, and longed for an 
opportunity to ſee them perform in an action the 
evolution which he had invented. 

In the beginning of 1712, the allied armies 
of Poland and Denmark were making ready to 
commence hoſtilities againſt the territories of 
Germany, till in the king of Sweden's poſſeſſion. 
The firſt operation was againſt the dutchy of 
Bremen. Count Saxe having received orders for 
this expedition, conducted his regiment to the 
rendezyous of the army. 

Stade, the moſt important place in the dutchy 
of Bremen, was beſieged, and taken, before it 
was poſſible count Steinbac could come to its re- 
lief; but as ſoon as that brave Sewea; general 
had reached the conquerors in the old dutchy of 
Mechlenbourg, not far from a village called Ga- 
delbuſb, he gave them battle the 2oth of De- 
cember, 1712. The fight was ſo bloody and obſti- 
nate on both fides, that more than ten thouſand 
men, killed or wounded, remained in the field. 
Notwithſtanding the allied army had ſuperiority 
of n\goers, and the advantage of the ground, the 

Swedes 
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Savedes were victorious, and remained maſters of 
the field of battle, which their engmjes were 
obliged to abandon, with part of their baggage 
and artillery. 

In this engagement, which laſted three hours, 
count Saxe had ſeveral of his officers and ſol- 
diers killed. A horſe was killed under himſelf 
with a cannon-ball. Altho' this was the firſt 
time of his being at the head of a regiment, he 
acquitted himielf with all the reſolution and 
caution of a conſummate warrior. The fine 
diſpoſitions which he made in his repeated at- 
tacks, as well as in his retreat, obtained for him 
the univerſal approbation of friends and foes. 

Count Saxe being returned to Dreſden, his 
principal occupation for near a year, was to re- 
cruit and remount his regiment, which had 
greatly ſuffered in the affair of Gadelbyſ; be- 
cauſe he had rallied his men ſeveral times during 
the action, and returned to charge the enemy. 

About this time his mother reſolved on his 
marriage, in order to wean him from amours, 
which he was very inclinable to, and found a very 
advantageous match for him in the young coun- 
teſs of Lobin, a lady of high birth, and great 
beauty. Notwithſtanding that he had formerly 
expreſſed a repugnancy to matrimony, yet im- 
mediately after he had ſeen this blooming prin- 
ceſs, and was informed of her name being Vic- 
toria, he with raptures conſented to marry her, 
He has ſince often declared, that her name con- 
tributed as much as her beauty to his determina- 
tion, or even her large cfiate, . 
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Nothing more was wanting but the king's 
conſent, who on his arrival was applied to by 
madam MKonic/marc. The king nor only gave his 
conſent, but likewiſe undertook to defray the 
entire expence neceſſary for the ſolemnization 
of their nuptials, and, ſuitable to ſo pleaſing an 
occaſion, gave ſeveral magnificent entertain- 
ments. 

In the beginning of the year 1715, count 
Saxe was greatly pleaſed to learn, that the king 
of Poland had named him to ſerve in Pomera- 
nia, with his regiment, under tie orders of count 
I alkerbath, who then commanded the Saxons. 
The counteſs his ſpouſe, who found herſelf with 
child about that time, would not have conſented 
to his departure; he therefore to avcid the cere- 
monial of either bidding her or his mother adieu, 
left Dreſden about the end of the month of Ja- 
ruary, to go and join his regiment, deſtined 
with another regiment te attack the iſle of 
Uſedom ; having with him but five officers of his 
regiment, and twelve domeſtic ſervants, he ar- 
rived at a town in Poland, on the river Pietewa, 
called Leopsl, and the capital of Red Ruſſia. 

While he waited there for an eſcort, becauſe 
the country was over-run with Palißb parties, 
ſubſequent to the confederacy that had been 
formed at Sandomir, and which it.}] ſubſiſted, 
a report nevertheleſs was ſpread abroad, that a 
truce was concluded on between the Saxon troops 
and thoſe of the confederates of Sandomir. He 
judged ſuch a favourable opportunity of reach- 
ing his regiment with ſafety ought not to ow 
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let ſlip; and therefore ſet out from Leopo! with 


all the Saxon officers, who had waited there as 
well as he for an eſcort. 

Late at night he arrived at a borough called 
Crachnitæ, and there ſtopt at an inn. But the 
truce having been broken before he came, and 
the Poles of the Sandomir confederate army be- 
ing informed that he was there, formed a de- 
ſign of carrying him off, together with mar{lal 
count Flemming, whom they imagined to be 
with him; but he had taken another 102d. In 
order to execute their deſign, they detached fix 
hundred horie and two hundred dragoons, which 
an officer called Paſchkouiſer commanded, 

Count Saxe was ſcarce ſeated down to ſupper, 
when news came to him, that a large body of 
troops had entered the place, and was marching 
towards the inn; that their project ſeemed level- 
led at him: ſo that it was time for him to be on 
his guard, if not inclined to ſurrender, the truce 
being now at an end. Not having above a ſcore 
perſons remaining with him, the ci7-rent apart- 
ments of the houſe being ſeparated one from the 
other, it was not practicabl e for him to defend 
them all. He abandoned the court, and took 
to the chambers ; in each he poſted two or three 
men, whom he commanded to bore holes in the 
floor, that they might fire from above on thoſe 
who entered below; and as he could give aſſiſt- 
ance to his people but from the fable, he took 
his Ration there with what men he had left. 

This diſpoſition was ſcarce made when the 
Poles appeared at the doors of the inn, which 

were 
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were inſtantly broke open; but as the floors of 
the chambers were low, and thoſe placed in them 
could reach the enemy with their ſcrewed ba- 
yonets, unſeen, they availed themſelves of this 
advantage; the firſt who entered were killed 
immediately, thoſe following ſtopped aſtoniſh- 
ed, changed their attack, and endeavoured to get 
into the upper chambers through the windows. 

This movement of the enemy puzzled the 
count and his company, there being no means 
of preventing it. He therefore ſuffered them to 
proceed, reſolving to go up, and enter the cham- 
bers, the ſword in one hand, and the piſtol in 
the other, with his companions. He entered 
hrit, and received a wound in his thigh, which 
he felt ever after; his followers ſeconded ſo well 
their intrepid leader, that their enemies were all 
cut to pieces, and thoſe who ſurvived threw 
themſelves out of the window. Being repulſed 
a ſecond time, they altered their ſcheme, and 
beſet the houſe till day ſhould appear; then their 
captain having poſted guards every where, ſent 
a ſummons to count Saxe to ſurrender, with 
menaces of ſetting fire to the houſe and borough, 
in caſe he refuſed: upon which the count call- 
ed upon him to withdraw, which he not obey- 
ing, was ſhot dead inſtantly. 

The enemy not at all diſcouraged by the loſs of 
Paſchktouiſei, but yet unwilling to ſhed the blood 
of a king's ſon, they ſent a friar with a ſecond 
ſummons, who received the like anſwer. But 
in the mean time, the beſieged began to want 
proviſion and ammunition ; they had powder 


indeed, 


- agreeable to which, their little council of war 


having aſliſted at different operations, he was 
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indeed, but no bullets. They had reſource to 
iron nails, and when theſe failed them, they 
loaded their fire- arms with what ſilver they had 
in their pockets. But this reſource alſo failing, 
the count called his people together, of whom KM v 
not one was miſſing, and ſaid, * that as no quar- My 
ter was to be expected, their buſineſs was to ſally | Þ 
out ſword in hand through the enemy diſperſed 
round the inn to form the blockade; the dark- 
neſs of the night befriended them; that their 
retreat might be eaſily ſecured in a neighbour- 
ing wood; that the greateſt diſadvantage which 
could befal them, would be the meeting one of | & 
the rear-guards, whom, while ſurprized at fo un- 
expected a viſit, their buſineſs would be to charge 
ſword in hand, and not to give them time to re- 
cover from their alarm.” 

So daring a propoſal from the young prince 
aſtoniſhed the hearers, at the ſame time that 
they allowed the validity of his arguments, 


broke up, they fallied out, and as he had fore- 
ſeen, met with a guard of the enemy, who not 
apprehenfive of any thing, had alighted to repoſe 
themſelves. The count's brave friends, animated 
by his heroic example, fell on with ſuch impetuo- 
ſity as not to give them time to fire a ſhot; then 
ſeized on as many of their horſes as were judged 
neceſſary, on which they travelled the whole 
night to Sandomir, where a Saxon garriſon was 
lodged. The count continued his route to the b 
rendezvous of the Saxon army; where after 


de- 
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detached the firſt of Auguſt to go and attack the 
iſland of C/ m. 


Thither he marched at the head of his regi- 


= ment, and preſſed the beſieged with ſo much 
2 vigour, that on the 15th of the ſame month, he 
was maſter of the iſland; while the Danes and 
= Hanoverians blocked up Wiſmar, and came to 
\Rjoin the grand army to form the ſiege of Stral- 


und. 
This ſiege was productive of great difficulties, 


ecauſe, beſides the ſtrength and good condition 
pf its rortifications, it was defended by the king 


df Sqveden in perſon: ſo that although the 

renches were opened the 2oth of October, it did 
ot ſurrender till the thirteenth of December. 
harles the XII" left it the night before, and 

made his way through the Raſſan fleet, which 

tovered the Baltic ſea, to prevent that monarch's 
ſcaping. The taking of which put an end to 

e campaign. 

Count Saxe, on his arrival at Dre/den in Ja- 
wary 1716, was highly rejoiced to find his lady 
elivered of a fon, who, though ſeemingly of a 
buſt conſtitution, died ſoon after his birth; 
nd was the only child he had by her. 

{ Overtures of peace from the part of Sweden 
iving him idle time, he filled it up, by making 
veral journies to Rua, Poland, and Prufſia. 
he Saxon miniſter, beſides his old pique to the 
ounteſs of Kynic/mare, conceived a violent jea- 
puſy againſt her ſon's riſing merit, whom to 
wart he let ſip no occaſion; but the boldeſt 
ep he had as yet taken, was to diſband the 
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count's regiment, and alſo that of prince Louis 
of Wirtemberg, whom he alſo hated. 

Young Saxe, ſtung to the quick at ſuch mal- 
treatment for all his ſervices, repaired to the king, | 
and repeated publicly to him all the acts of ma- 
levolence the Saxon miniſter had done to his mo- 
ther and himſelf. Nay, warmed with the ſub- 
ject, and ſomewhat forgetful of that reſpect due 
to his ſovereign, he abruptly declared, that if the | 
king did not order adequate ſatisfaction to be 
made him, he would take proper meaſures him- 
ſelf. 

The king, though perhaps internally not diſ- 
pleaſed with his ſon's ſpirit, anſwered him in a 
menacing tone, ** Such words, and ſuch beha- 
viour, might in all likelihood, make him a 
lodger in the caſtle of Konig ſlein, the ſtate- 
Priſon near Dre/aden. The count, without re. 
plying, left the king's apartment, went directly 
to his ſtables, ordered one of the beſt horſes to 
be ſaddled, on which he rode off to his lady, 
who was then at one of her country-ſcats, twenty 
leapnes diſtant from Dreſden. Moreover he had 
not ſeen her for ſome time, on account of the p 
capriciouſneſs of her temper, which was become f. 
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fo diſagrecable to him, that he wrote to hi: 
mother, that confinement in the caſtle of Konig- 
ftein for the reſt of his life, could not be ſo in- * 


ſupportable to him, as to remain eight days #4 


longer where he was; and therefore ſtrenuouſſ) 
ſollicited her to conciliate the king's good graces MW 2 
to him, which on account of the paternal ten- , 
derneſs he had for him, was eaſily obtained. 

Count 
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Count Saxe's next requeſt of the king, was 
to go and ſerve in the Imperial army, conſiſting 
of one hundred and fifty thouſand men, then 
aſſembled in Hungary, under the command of 
prince Eugene of Savoy, to act againſt the Turks. 
The king not only conſented, but cave alſo or- 
ders for an equipage to be got ready for him, 
ſuitable to his birth; but, he being too impatient 
to ſtay for it, ſet out for the camp at Belgrade 
where he arrived the 2oth of 7uly, 1717. Prince 
Eugene, who had ſeen many inſtances of count 
Saxe's bravery in Flanders, received him in a di- 
ſtinguiſhed manner, and in perſon preſented him 
to all the princes then in the army, the moſt ſplen- 
did and magnificent which had ever been ſeen; 
for beſides a conſiderable number of foreign no- 
bility of the foremoſt rank, more than thirty 
ſovereign princes and others had repaired thi- 
ther from all parts, to ſerve in quality of volun- 
teers: and all diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their 
bravery and magnificence. 

The paſſage of the Danube near Penzowva, on 
the 15th of June, 1717, was the firſt important 
expedition of this campaign, which being hap- 
pily executed, facilitated the ſiege of Belgrade 
ſooner than had been at firſt imagined, It had 
been inveſted before the arrival of count Saxe. 
Beſides the operations of the ſiege, he was al- 
ways delighted to go on parties againſt the 
Turks, 

He was obſerved to riſe from company, to go 
and have a little diverſion with them in the way 
of piſtolling, by which he expoſed himſelf to 

e. moſt 
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moſt imminent dangers, as there was no quarter 
to be expected from them. 


On the 16th of Auguſt in the ſame year, prince 


Eugene gave the Turkiſh army (more than double 
the number of his) battle, obtained a complete 


victory-over them, and all its conſequences. The 


next day the commander of Be/grade demanded} 


to capitulate. On the 22d, the articles were 


ſigned on both ſides, and the ſame day the city 


was delivered to the Imperialiſts. 


The defeated Turis having retired to their | 


own country, and the Imperial generals diftri- } 
buted their troops in the neighbourhood of Sen- 


lin, the volunteer princes took leave of prince 


Eugene, and returned to their reſpective homes. 


Count Saxe was the laſt of them who left the 


army. From Belgraae he travelled to Fraven- 
at, a town in Poland, where the court was at 


that time. He arrived there in the beginning 
of the year 1718, and the king his father con- 


ferred on him the order of the Vite Eagle. 


The reciprocal averſion of count Saxe and his 


lady grew to ſuch a pitch, in ſpite of all inter- 


mediation of the court and their friends, that | 
he reſolved on going to France: there he arrived | 
in the year 1720, was molt graciouſly received | 
by the duke of Orleans, then regent of France, 
to whom he paid his court; who thoroughly in- 


farmed of the count's military merits, as well as 


of the motive of his coming to France, intereſted 


himſelf in his behalf, and propoſed to give him 
an employment in France. 


He 
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He moſt gratefully thanked the regent, and 
humbly obſerved the dutiful neceſſity of having 
his father's conſent; to which the regent re- 
plied, “ Go, count, to the king your father at 
« Dreſden, and, in order to induce him to 
grant your requeſt, and to ſhew him at the 
« {ame time how much I have your preferment 
« at this court at heart, communicate to him 
« the breviate of a camp-marſhal, which I will 
« order to be drawn up in your name.“ 

So extraordinary a mark of favour, of which 
there are but few examples to be found, cauſed + 
great murmuring at Verſailles, and was taken fo 
heinouſly by moſt of the nobility, that many of 
them remonſtrated to M. Le Blanc, the then 
miniſter of war, but in vain. The breviate 
was ſigned and delivered to the court. The 
form of it was as follows: 

„This day, the ſeventh of Auguſt 1720, 
« the king at Paris, and intending to qualify 
count Saxe for entering into his ſervice, in a 
*« poſt ſuitable to his birth; and at the ſame 
time to give a proof of the high eſteem he 
bears to (the king) his father, has, by the ad- 
« vice of the duke of Orleans regent, eſtabliſhed 
* him in the rank of camp-martial in his 
* armies, to perform hereafter the functions of 
„that poſt, with the full uſe and enjoyment 
of all dignities and privileges annexed to it, 
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Count Saxe having ſolved every objection his 


father raiſed againſt his ſerving in France, he | 


not only gave him his conſent, but alſo in- 


creaſed his revenues, by granting him ſeveral | 
forfeited and valuable eſtates. The count had | 
allo projected a long while to have his marriage | 
diſſolved; and for that purpoſe had conſulted | 
frequently with very eminent lawyers, to whom 
it appeared impracticable, ſince it could only © 
be brought to bear by proof of adultery againſt 
one of the parties. Moreover, according to the 
laws of Saxony, adultery is a capital crime, and 


the culprit puniſhable with death. 


The young count was a bold man, and was 
reſolved to run any riſk rather than be tied any 
longer to a perſon who had out-lived his liking ; | 
and for the farther ſingularity, conſulted even | 


with her about the means of effecting it: her too 
violent, as well as too well grounded jealouſy, 
to which he gave repeated cauſe, rendered him 


fo odious in her eyes, that he knew ſhe would 
readily concur, in order to become her own Þ 


miſtreſs again. He played the provoking part 
ſo well, that ſhe figned a conſent to have their 
marriage annulled in the ſpeedieſt manner poſ- 
fible. 

With this inſtrument he returned from her 
country-ſeat to court, ſhewed it to the king, 
and entreated his majeſty's permiſſion to make 
the intended uſe of it: ſhe repaired to court a 


P 


ſew days after, and having, by compact, ap- 


pointed a day för his being convicted of adultery, 
count 
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caunt Saxe was exhibited in bed with one of her 
waiting-women. 

Witneſſes poſted for the purpoſe ſwore to the 
fact: in virtue of their evidence the marriage 
was annulled, and count Saxe, conformable to 
the ſevere laws of that country, ſentenced to 
death; but in the mean while the king had 
ordered a pardon to be made out for him, which, 
to his great ſatisfaction, as he ſat down to din- 
ner with his majeſty that very day, he diſcovered 
under his napkin. 

She, in conſequence, was allowed to marry 
again; and was married in a ſhort time after 
to a Saxon officer, by whom ſhe had three chil- 
dren: ſhe had been dead long before the count, 
who, whenever he went to Saxony, ſo far from 
forgetting, always viſited her, which mace 
ſome people imagine he regretted the lots of 
her. One thing, however, is true, that having 
given her his promiſe that he would never marry 
again, he has religiouſly obſerved it, tho' he has 
had ſince very brilliant opportunities. 

Leave obtained from the king of Polard to 
engage in the French ſervice, he arrived in 
Paris in the beginning of the year 1722; and, 
as there were no other but foreign regiments 
vacant at that time, he bought that of Spar at 
a very dear rate, which afterw ards went by his 
name. His firſt care was to change its old ex- 
crciſe to that of his own invention, Which he 
had ſo ſucceſsfully practiſed in Se. 

Tho” from that period he had fixed his re- 
ſidence in France, he viſited Pc/ard and Saxony 
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from time to time. The French being in a ge- 
neral peace, in order ſtill to make a greater 
proficiency in the art of war, he applied him- 
ſelf cloſely to engineering, fortification, and the 
mathematics, which he learned with as much 
eaſe as he had a repugnance for other ſtudies. 
Towards the end of the year 1725, an extra- 
ordinary event called him to Dreſden, and from 
thence to War/aw, where the Po/;/ court at 
that juncture reſided, which was an invitation 
to accept of the ſovereignty of Couslaua, which 
he communicated to the king, who, foreſeeing 
many obftacles, gave him no encouragement to | 
proceed. z 

The count, however, inſtigated by his friends, 
and urged by Braze! agent for the Courlanders, 
determined to repair (tho' under the pretext of 
going ſomewhere elſe) to Mizarv, the capital 
of Courland, where he arrived the 18th of May 
1726, and was received with great Joy by the 
ſtates. He had ſeveral ſecret interviews with | 
the dutcheſs dowager of Cour/and, to whom 
he inſinuated marriage, if the ſcheme ſhould 
ſucceed. Charmed before ſhe had ſcen him | 
with his reputation, ſhe was now enamoured } 
of his perfon and manners, and promiſed her 
utmoſt aſſiſtance that his enterprize might ſuc- 
ceed : ſhe was ſecond daughter to the czar | 
Ivan Alexibarits, brother to Peter the Great: 
was born in the year 1693, and married in 1710 
to prince Frederick Milliam duke of Couriand, 
who dying without children in the year 1711, 
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bequeathed his dukedom to his brother Fera:- 


nand. 
Had count Saxe put a final concluſion to 
matters with her at this time, he might have 


maintained himſelf not only in Coarland, but 


would alio have ſhared with that princeſ; the 
hrone of Rua, which ſhe was afterwards 
raiſed to. She neglected nothing on her nde; 
beigves, duke Ferd:nond was 10 far from agree- 
able to his ſubjects, that they compelled im to 
retreat to Dau rich, on account of the exactions 
wich he had been guilty of in Courlaud. An- 
other objection they had to him was hi. religion, 
he being of tue Romi faith, and they Lu- 
tina. 

For which reaſone, regardleſs of all pro- 
teſtations of duke Ferdinand, dictated by Pa- 
lau, their combined views were to give him a 
ſuccehlor, who, by ſtrenuouſly maintaining their 
rights and | berties, might be able to throw off 
the yoke of any other power, that ſhould en- 
denavour to infringe them, and alſo to maintain 
the rigut of chuſi, g a iovereign prince for them- 
ſelv 

* theſe ſadtions in Courlan 4, count 
Saxe returned to Fra -ance, employed all his ways 
aud means there in order to levy money and men. 
One Leger was appointed collector for tne ſub- 
{criptions of his friends. At Leige another per- 
ſon was employed by the count to eplift all the 
delerters who could be found, and of whatever 
nation. The ſcheme was to raiſe three thou- 
land men: but the growing expence ſurpaſſing 

DY 
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by far the ſums collected; and Leger, in conſe- 


quence, diſcontinuing to remit money, not 


more than eighteen hundred men were en- 
lifted, of which half deſerted on the way to 
Lubec, the place they were to be embarked at. 


By theſe diſaſters, the count received but 


nine hundred effective men, whom, on their | 
arrival, he formed into a regiment, and diſ- 


ciplined according to his own invented exer- 
ciſe. 


On the zoth of June 1726, triumphant | 
over all competitors, he was unanimouſly elected 
ſucceſſor to duke Ferdinand, Two days after 


his election, count Saxe ſent a notification thereof 
to the primate of Poland: he alſo ſent one to the 


king, his father, with a private Account of all 


that had paſſed on the occaſion, 

Prince Menzikoff, one of the competitors ſup- 
ported by Rafa, finding, that neither by in- 
trigue nor menace he could defeat the election 
of count Saxe, employed eight hundred armed 
ruffians to ſteal a march on, ſurprize, and carry 
him off by force. This baſe attempt was fruſtrated 
by the friendly intervention of the dutcheſs of 
Courland, who ſent her guards to his aſſiſtance; 
he having but about fixty attendants, of which 
but two were ſlightly hurt: his aſſailants and 
beſiegers had ſixteen killed, and more than ſixty 
wounded; of the latter was their commander, 
which occaſioned his precipitate retreat. 

Count Saxe's houſe having ſuffered greatly by 
the fiege, the dutcheſs prevailed on him to ac- 
cept of an apartment in her palace, _— 

1d, 
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did, and made uſe of all the time he ſojourned 
in Mitaw the capital, where he was enter- 
tained at the dowager's expence, who omitted 
no opportuniry of giving demonſtrations how 
much ſhe regarded him. Every morning the 
ſent a page to his levee to enquire about his 
health, and one of her officers to receive his 
commands. All his returns to her were the 
mere effects of politeneſs; for paſſion he had 
none: his utmoſt feeling for her was a ſenſe of 
gratitude. She, nevertheleſs, ſet out for St. 
Peterſburg, to procure a ratification of his elec- 
tion ; thither he at the ſame time ſent a letter to 
baron D'Oftern:an, privy counſellor to the em- 
preſs! 

What contributed to give a greater energy to 
the ſolicitations of the dutcheſs of Courland, and 
the favourable impreſſions occaſioned by count 
Saxe's letter, was an unexpected declaration 
from the king of Poland, notified at Warſaw 
to the Ruſian miniſter, wherein he complained 
of the proceeding of prince Menzikoff: in con- 
ſequence whereof baron D'Ofterman gave or- 
ders that their troops ſhould forthwith evacuate 
Courland, 

The retreat of the Ruſfan troops afforded 
but a ſhort-lived pleaſure to count Saxe, having 
intelligence from Poland that this election had 
raiſed him a number of enemies there. 

The diet being on the point of aſſembling at 
Grogno, he thought proper to be preſent at it; 
and, on the 6th of October, arrived there in- 
cognito. But his real friends having informed 

hun 
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him that his affair engroſſed all the thoughts of 
the diet, counſelled him to withdraw. 


The king of Poland was obliged to diſſemble N 
on this occaſion, however he might have felt} A 


inwardly for his ſon; and debates running daily ai 
higher on this ſubject, he found himſelf under ae 
political neceſſity of writing to count Saxe, inf 
grating terms, to return without delay, and de- 


liver up the act of his election, with every thing 11 
thereto appertaining. This letter was dated 90 
October the 11th, which not being anfwered, . 


he wrote another the 18th, in ſtronger and 1 
more urgent terms. To the latter count Sa- P! 
wrote an anſwer, ſpirited as a man of honour, 
and dutiful as a ſon, which he had ſcarce ſent 
off for Grodno, when he received a diploma, gc 
the king his father was neceſſitated to grant T 


againſt him, at the reiterated ſolieitations of the If © 
nuncios; it was ſigned Oober the 26th.—For 17 
non. appearance, and a. refuſal to give up the f l 


act of his election, count Saxe was outlawed by * 
the decrees of the diet. 


This was look'd upon by ſome as a political * | 
ſtroke of the king's, in order that the count's 5 
pretenſions to Courland might thereby be the hs 
better eſtabliſhed. For the diet had no right to 4 


outlaw him, he not being a native of Poland; &- 
and, by doing it, they acknowledged him in a 
manner duke of Courland. The nuncios, not 
ſatisfied as yet with what the king had done for 
them, got a local commiſſion opened before the WF... 
end of the year; that the abettors of the aſ- 
ſembling the ſtates of Courland, and all thoſe 

who 


Maurice Count SAXE, 25 


who had co-operated in the election of count 
Saxe, ſhould undergo an enquiry. 

biel 4 reward being offered by the diet for count 
Saxe's head, and thoſe of the deputies of the 


felt 
ally ſtates of Courland, who had been, in vain, at 
r a ifferent times ſummoned to appear at it, he 
"nl ſet out in private for Dre/den, where he raiſed 
de all the money he could; and, on the 24th of 
"A November, he returned to Mittau. The firſt 
re hing he then did, was to form a guard of three 
— undred men, determined to maintain himſelf at 
and ll events; and ſhou'd he be compelled to give 
__ ap his act of election, that he would yield it to 
way the hands of thoſe only who conferred that ho- 
ſent Nour on him. 
a The regency, however, fearing leſt ſuch in- 
nid ffectual preparations might ſtill excite greater 
a reſentment in the Pole, remonſtrated to him 
For bei ſituation; but, deaf to all their propoſals, 
che Ne for the firſt time ſpoke to them in the tone 
| by of a ſovereign, and acted as ſuch. Although 
nder ſentence of baniſhment, count Saxe ven- 
ia ured to go to Biall;izck in the beginning of 
8 he following year, at which time the king was 
* detained there with ſickneſs. He had many pri- 
3 F te interviews : his father adviſed him, in the 
N rongeſt terms, to deſiſt from his pretenſions on 
in aN land, and was very urgent with him, that 
not Ne might deliver the diploma of election into his 
5 ands: againſt which count Saxe pleaded vari- 
the Pos excuſes; and finding that his father was un- 
* villing to aifiit him from political views, he ſet 
hoſe D out 
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out for Mittau, and arrived there the fourth day | 
of February in the ſame year. P: 
Soon after his arrival, the king, in order to fo 
quiet the Po/;/ miniſtry, ſent poſitive orders to le 
him to withdraw from Cour/and, and join his re- be 
iment in France; commanding all his adherents | of 
to forſake, and come immediately to Warſaw, to MF © 
account for their behaviour relatively to him. | ch 
Count Saxe, who had drained the finances of all th 
his friends, ſet out for Lezp/ick, where he raiſed he 
all the money he could. Having learned that WI 
his father was at Pillnitz, and would remain an 
there for ſome days, he went thither, and hav- 
ing waited on the king while he ſojourned there, bo 
he returned to Mittaco on the 15th of June, ſol 
and in the moſt cautious manner he could, for me 
the Poli republic had promiſed a high pre- the 
mium to whoever ſhould make him priſoner; Pa 
and if he had unluckily fallen into their power, the 
perhaps all the king's authority would not have lic. 
been able to ſave his life. He was met ſeveral no 
times by Poles, who knew him through all his PU 
diſguiſe; but having friendly wiſhes for, took! ſoo 
no notice of him. 
After ſome time, count Saxe perceived he N 
could not remain longer at Mitzaw, becauſe, 
if he ſhovld wait the arrival of the Poliſs re- KA 
public's commiſſioners there, he muſt run the} 
riſk of being arreſted; he therefore waited on 
the dutcheſs of Courland to take leave of her. He, . 
withdrew to Coniſberg, to wait the reſult as well 
of the commiſſion, as of the negotiations which 


were tranſacting for him in different cours} 
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particnlarly that of Exgland, on which he had 
founded great expectations. But as ſoon as he 
learned that they had miſcarried, he left Coni/- 
berg, and repaired to Liban; whither thoſe 
of his people, who had remained at Dantzicł, 
came to join h'm, that he might be eſcorted by 
them to the iſland of U/mnaiz, where he landed 
the eighth of Augu/ft 1727. Two Days after, 
he reſolved to raiſe fortifications in that iſland, 
where he received a large convoy with proviſions 
and ammunition. 

He compelled a hundred peaſants in the neigh- 
bourhood to come and join the three hundred 
ſoldiers which he had, to work at the entrench- 
ments. He publiſhed a reſcript on the 18th of 
the ſame month, inviting the Cœurlanders to re- 
pair to him there. But ſo far from conforming 
therewith, they would not even permit the pub- 
lication of it in their villages. Their politics 
now were turned to get well with the Poliſß re- 
public's commiſſion, which was to arrive there 
ſoon, and to preſerve their country from the in- 
conventencies it was menaced with. 

In the mean time, the NM u generals (fent 
by the intrigues of prince Mengiteſ, regent of 
Ruſſia, fince the empreſs's deceaſe, on the 17th 
of May) who had been informed of the retreat 
of count Saxe, march'd towards the lake of C- 
maix, to which place they were to advance, to 
have a conference with him. General Bio:#o 
deſired an interview with the count, which was 
granted. The diſcourſe being chicily on the 
motives of his expedition, he declared the in- 

D 2 tentions 
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tentions of the court of Ry/ia, to which the 


upſnhot of count Saxe's anſwer was, ** That, as 


«« there is no fighting againſt impoſſibilities, he 


5: 


* 


« was willing to decline his engagements with | 


« the Caurlanders, on condition that he ſhould 
„ be allowed an honourable retreat, and ten 


« days time to withdraw his effects, baggage, | 


and ammunition, Sc.“ 

Inaſmuch as Bzbi&2F could not take upon him 
to anſwer poſitively, he told count Saxe, he 
would make a report to his collegue general La- 
cy, and withdrew. General Lacy penetrated into 
the deſign of his requeſting ten days, which was 
to give him time to finiſh the entrenchments 
and works, which were already far advanced; 
and if ſuffered to be completed according to his 
plan, twenty thouſand Ryfiaus would have 
found it a difficult matter to diſlodge him 
from that iſland, though his little army con- 
fiſted but of three hundred men; therefore ge- 
neral Lacy conſidered how he might ſurprize him 
by ſtratagem, which to effectuate, he cauſed the 
iſland to be ſurrcunded; and on the 15th of 
Auguſt, ſent a trumpeter to the count, deſiring a 
conference with lim. 

The count, too great a politician, refuſed to 
go, and propoſed that general Lacy ſhould come 
to him, but unattended. This commander had 
poſted twelve hundred men round the ifland, 
with orders, upon a certain ſignal given, to at- 
tack the place from whence it ſhould come. 
Next day he went alone to meet the count, 
who 


LY 
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who having been informed of his project, thus 
accoſted him : | 

* Were I as ungencrous as you, I ſhould 
« this moment plunge a poniard in you: was 
* it becoming a general, who had Tour thou- 
« ſand men, to employ treachery againſt an in- 
“ jured and periecuted man, whole little forces 
* do not exceed three hundred?” Diſdaining 
* any further conference, he turned away from 
him. 

No ſignal appearing, the Rz//ans continued 
in their poſts until evening; then general Lacy 
gave them new orders, and ſent to inform the 
count, „ That he allowed him but four and 
„twenty hours to retreat, which if he did not 
comply with, he muſt expect no quarter.” 
The count ſoreſeeing that he muſt be oppreſled 
by numbers, his entrenchments being unſiniſh- 
ed, retired the fame day, which was the 19th 
of Auguf, to Widau, leaving all his baggage to 
the diſcretion of the Ry/7ans, who ſeized there- 
on, and made priſaners of all his people. His 
ofncers, and ſeveral noble Courlanders attached 
to his fortune, were treated by the Rhin ge- 
ncrals with great politeneſs. 

Count Saxe, who had gone from Coni/terg to 
Elkourg, on leaving the iſland of U/maiz, ar- 
rived at Dantxicꝭ incognito the firſt of October. 
ile then received from the counteſs of Xon/- 
marc, who was at Leigfic, large remittances, and 
was met by a great many Car/ard noblemen, 
whoſe attachment to him was inviolable. 
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Having repaired to Dreſden, in the beginning | 
of the year 1728, the count ordered new live- | 
ries to be made on his arrival, and ſeized on 
the opportunity of the king of Praſſia's coming 
thither, of being reconciled with the king his | 
father. After 11x weeks delay in Dreſden and 
Luedlinbourg, he returned to review his regi- | 
ment in France; then ſet out for Dantzic4, | 
where he arrived on the 2oth of April follow- | 


ing 


too general love for the ſex had diſguſted her. 


By the death of his mother, count Saxe in- | 
herited effects of ſo conſiderable a value, as en- 


abled him to clear off all demands upon him. 


So having ſettled all his affairs in Saxony, he 
left it. In the beginning of the year 1729, 
he arrived in Paris, and without giving up all N 
hopes of his ſovereignty of Courland and Semi- 


gallia; for as ſoon as he had arranged matters 


relative to his family in Paris, he ſet out from] 
thence in April 1729, to go to different Ger- 
man Courts, and arrived at Dantzick in the 
month of June, where he met ſeveral of the] 


nobilify of Courland, with whom he had many 


conferences relating to the affairs of that dut- 
chy. 


The king of Poland having propoſed to the] 
king of Pruſſia, to honour with his preſence a] 
camp which he intended to form at Mublberg, 
in the month of June following, he ſent timely 


notice 


He immediately viſited the dutcheſs of Cour- 
land, who happened to be there; but he did not 
meet with ſo kind a reception as formerly; his 
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notice to count Saxe, with orders to aſſiſt 
there. Quarters were appointed for him near 
thoſe of the king of Praia. An equipage was 
ordered by the king for count Saxe, as ſuperb as 
the electoral prince's. This camp proved to be 
the moſt ſplendid, numerous, and magnificent, 
which had been as yet ſeen. The firſt of Juxe 
the two kings made a general review of the 
camp, Which laſted fix and twenty days; dur- 
ing which time many diverſions were introduced 
to diveriify the military exerciſes, to the general 
ſatisfaction of all preſent. 

Count Saxe diſtinguiſhed himſelf above all 
others by his ſurprizing evolutions, for which 
he was complimented by the two monarchs and 
their courts. 'The camp and its diverſions were 
concluded by a great hunting-match, in which 
eleven hundred itags, hinds, wild goats, and 
wild boars were killed. 

Immediately atter count Saxe had conducted 
the king of Poland to Dreſden, he ſet out for 
Paris; there he renewed his application to the 
mathematics, which gave him a reliſh for me- 
chanics. He invented a machine, with which he 
pretended to make the boats and lig hters aſcend 
the river from Ronen to Paris, without the aid 
of horſes, as had been cuſtomary. He went to 
Rauen to make an experiment of his machine, 
which was made ready in his preſence ; but hav- 
ing diſcovered, upon trial, that it could not an- 
{wer the end, he declined any farther proſecu— 
tion of his deſign; having expended, in conun- 
ction with Mr, Bower, large ſums in that under- 

King. 
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taking. To count Saxe alſo is partly owing the 

rfection of the engine which is ſeen at preſent 
under Pont-xeuf, and ſerves to haul up the boats 
from the Pont- royal, (the names of two bridges 


in Paris) as far as the baſon; without any ne- | 


ceſſity of employing horſes, which, before this 
invention, were a public nuiſance. 

Count Saxe, on his arrival at Preſarn, 1733, 
(whither he uſed to make frequent journies re- 
ceived the melancholy news of his father's death, 
which greatly affected him. France tool: advan- 
tage of this conjuncture, to revive the preten- 
ſions of king Stanifiazs; and her intereſt pre- 
vailing, the primate, who by right was regent 
during the interregnum, very peremptorily de- 
clared, in the name of all the Pe nobility, in 
the behalf of king Sran/aus. 

In order to keep the Poles ſtedfaſt in their re- 
ſolutions, monſieur Chauwelin, then the French 
miniſter for foreign affairs, communicated on the 
fifteenth of March, 1733, his matter Lewis the 
XV:th's declaration to all the ſoreign miniſters 
The emperor's declaration appeared as an an- 
{wer to that of the French king, which at the 
ſame time was diſpatched by couriers to &. Pe- 
terſburg, the Hague, Perlin, London, and Ver- 


ſailles, with orders for notification in proper form 


to the Imperial miniiters reſiding in thoſe courts, 
Theſe preludes of oppoſition were on every fide 
followed by warlike preparztions. 

The clector of Saxony did all in his power to 
prevail on count Saxe his brother, to accept the 
command of his army, Which declining in the 

poinelt 
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Fpoliteſt manner he could, he took his leave of 
the electoral court, and returned to Paris the 
28th of Ju/y 1733. Being named to ſerve on 


oy Iche Rhine, under the command of marſhal 
this MPerwict, he was among the firſt at his poſt. 


Marſhal Berwick had an high opinion of his 
EF bravery, and therefore detached him on the 12th 
ſof October 1733, with twenty companies of gre- 
Inadiers, and two thouſand fuzileers, to paſs the 
3 Rhine, in ſeveral boats, in a place clear of the 
enemy. He was as expeditious as ſecret in ex- 
Jecuting this order. Between the 22d and 23d 
he mounted the trenches of Fort Kebl: the be- 


he ſieged fired very briſkly, and juſt by him La Serre, 
in captain of grenadiers in Rich s regiment, was 
killed. A general affault being made on the 
be. 25th, the count expoſed limfelf to imminent 
<> danger. 
* In the month of April the following year 
he (1734) count Saxe took a large convoy of pro- 
* viñons intended for Luxembourg, He was ac- 
n. | cvlec by ſome of temerity in this action, having 
de only two hundred dragoons, and the enemy 
„ being twelve hundred men firong. He nar- 
„ [| owly eſcaped being killed at the fiege of Traer- 
tuch, 
. Marſhal Berzu:c# being determined to force the 
„ eremy's lines at Zelingen, gave count Saxe (whoſe 
merit he praiſed on all occaſions) a detachment 
8 of grenadiers. He led them into the lines, and 
b made ſuch a general havock of the [mperialiſts 
5 who ſhewed themſelves, that the others fled in 
} the utmoſt terror from their artillery m the 
ines. 
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lines. Upon ſucceeding here, not only the fe. 


progreſs of her army's operations. The gene- 
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merited. 

On the 12th of June, at nine in the morning, 
marſhal Berwick was killed by a cannon- ball, in 
going to viſit the trenches. He was ſucceeded 
in command by the marquis 4 Asfel/dt, promoted 
to the dignity of marſhal of France, as was alſo 
the duke de Noazlles. In acknowledgment of 
the many gallant actions of the count this cam- 

paign, not letting an opportunity eſcape in 
which he could diſtinguiſh himſelf, on the firſt of 
Auguſt this year the French king advanced him 
to the rank of lieutenant- general. 

He was detached on the ſecond of September 
with four battalions and four ſquadrons, io go 
and ſeize a little borough called 4/rrich, near 
Manheim, which he executed before the enemy 
had time to put themſelves in order. He took 
there a large magazine, with a hundred and fifty 
priſoners He was after detached on the 12th 
by murſhal 4” 45/eldt, who called him his right- 
hand, with twelve hundred foot and a hundred 
dragoons, to make himſelf maſter of the poſt 
at Litrach; he diſlodged the enemy, though 

: they had been entrenched there. 

The lnperialiſts, too ſenſible of the 1mport- 
ance of this poſt, ſent a large body of huſſars to 
regain it. On the 19th of September, count 
Saxe, at the head of a hundred grenadiers, met 
them 


curity of France depended, but alſo the farther 


rails of the army and princes of the blood gave 
him all the encomiums that fo eſſential a ſervice Þ 
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them near a little wood, and attacked; with his 
own hand he ſlew the commander, from whom 


he had received a ſtroke on the head with a cut- 
lass: the ſcull-cap he always had on in battle 
prevented his being wounded. He ſo totally 
| routed this party, that it never re-appeared. 


When the army ſeparated, count Saxe returned 
to Paris, and from thence repaired to Fontaine- 
bleau, the court being there at that time, by 
which he was univerſally complimented. 

On the 26th of May 1735, upon advice that 
the Inperialiſis had ſome deſign againſt Open- 
heim, where the French garriſon was but weak, 
count Saxe was detached to go and reinforce it. 
Prince Eugene intending to paſs the Mine at 
Manheim with his army, marſhal Coigm de- 
tached count Saxe with thirteen battalions and 
ten ſquadrons, to oppoſe him there. Thither he 
marched on the 6th of September, and choſe fo 
advantageous a poſt, that he defeated prince Eu- 
gene's ſcheme. Unable to undertake any thing, 
count Saxe made the finelt diſpoſition imagina- 
ble. He was ſo entrenched, that it was impoſ- 
ible to force him ; and from thence with a ſmall 
body he kept a formidable army in awe. The 
paſſage of the Rhine was not attempted. 

On the 5th of November a ſuſpenſion of arms 
was publiſhed in both armies; the princes and 
general officers left the army ; count Saxe, who 
had been very active during the campaign, re- 
turned to Paris. The troops on both ſides en- 
tered into winter quarters; and the courts at 

war 


„ 2 


0 


36 TAE LIFE or 


war were employed about ſettling articles for a 


ſolid treaty of peace. 


On the 12th of February following, the arch-þ 
dutcheſs Mary Thereſa was married to the duke] 
of Lorrain at Vienna; and peace was publiſhedF 
in Paris the firſt of June, and was accompanied] 
with all the public demonſtrations of joy uſual onF 


ſuch occaſions. 
The death of the emperor Charles VI. at Vi. 


enna, the 2oth of Oclober 1740, interrupted the 


general peace, by reaſon of the oppoſite interel:; 
which many German powers pretended relative 
to the ſucceſſion. 


Count Saxe on every occaſion renewed hisF 
pretenſions to Caurland by proteſtations, ec. but] 
to no purpoſe. Having obtained permiſſion from 


the king to ſerve in the French auxiliary army, 
to be employed in Germany, in behalf of the 
houſe of Bavaria againſt that of Auſlria, he ſet 
out from Paris the 11th of Auguſt, 1741, for 
Straſburg. The elector of Bawaria was gene- 
ralithmo of his own and the French troops. 
Count Saxe joined him with the firſt diviſion 
of the French cavalry, which he commanded, 
The whole army paſſed the river £»s on the 
zoth of September, and continued its march to 
the banks of the river Is, where it encamped 
the ſecond of October. Count Saxe was detacn- 
ed to advance, at the head of the regiments 
of the camp-maſters, dauphin- dragoons, Rat=z#! 
huſſars, eight companies of grenadiers, and 
four independent. When he came to Hale, 


ke learned that eighteen hundred Auſſrians were Ng 
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on the other fide of the village; he marched 


immediately, attacked, conquered, and conti- 
nued his purſuit after them for a long time. 
He took many priſoners, particularly the dra- 
goons of the regiments of Aezwenhuller and prince 
Eugene. | 

Count Saxe not having loſt a man in this 
exploit, moved along the banks of the river 


Is, where he got intelligence on the 29th of 


September, that in their way up the Danube ſome 
boats had paſſed by Mall. He followed and took 
them, with all the proviſions they had on board. 
He was honoured by many demonſtrations of 
friendſhip from the elector of Bavaria. 

The Bavarian and French armies decamped 
from St. Polten, and directed their march to- 
wards the kingdom of Bohemia, Count Saxe 
commanded the vanguard, and took a ſmall town 
called Budaveis, where the Auſtrians had a plen- 
tiful magazine. 

The eleQor having reſolved to take Prague 
by ſtorm, called a grand council of war the 
25th of Nowember, in which it was agreed to 
form one falſe attack, and two real ones. Ccunt 
Polaſtron, charged with one of the real attacks, 
repaired to his poſt an hour after midnight, mace 
a very briſk fire, in order to draw the enemy to- 
wards his ſide; in which deſign he ſucceeded, 
About an hour after count Saxe began his at- 
tack, and having fixed ladders to the walls, 
climbed on the ramparts at the head of the 
grenadiers who were under his command. Or- 
dering all who oppoſed to be either killed or 

F. diſarmed, 
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diſarmed, he forced his way to the next gate of 


the city, which he broke open, and gave en- 
trance to the infantry and cavalry on that fide, | 


who made themſclves maſters of the avenues, 
The Count marched after towards the bridge, 


8 2 * 


where he was preſented with the keys of the] 
town, in the name of the commander of the! 


citizens. General Ogilvie came directly to him, 
and alſo the commander of the citadel, who 
ſurrendered as his priſoners of war, and delivered 
their ſwords to m. The attacks in every other 
part ſucceeded To well, that on the 26th at five 
in the morning, the beſiegers were abſolute 
maſters of Prague. The cleQor of Bavaria was 
declared king of Bohemia the ſeventh of Decem- 
ber following. 
The fifth of December in the ſame year, 1741, 
Was remarkable for the extraordinary revolution 
La, in behalf of the princeſs Elzabeth, 
« ſince czarina. The new king of Bohemia 
vas elected king of the Romans, and emperor the 
24th of January, 1742, with all the uſual cerc- 
monies, under the name of Carles VII. and 
was crowned at Frerifort, the 12th of February 
tollowing, with a profuſion of magnificence, to 
which the French king contributed largely. 
Count Saxe ſet out from Dreſaen the 25th of 
Januaꝶ, with count Rutow ui ior Botemia, and 
*cined marthal Br oglio at Piljeck, where he had 
his head. quaiters. The generals on both fide: 
began to take the field in the beginning of 
March. Count Saxe was detached with a body 


ef twelve thouſand men to attack Fera, where 
the 


ic of | the Auſtrians had their magazines under the 
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uard of a ſtrong garriſon. He left Prague the 
18th of March, and paſſed forwards towards 
Ezra. On the ſecond of April he inveſted it. 
Having received the reinforcements and artillery 
he {tot d i in need of, and having under his Com- 
mand the camp-marſhals Bouflers, Luxembourg, 
and Mirepoiæ. On the ſeventh at night he open- 
ed the Trenches. 

The regiment of Reoche-Chouart, commanded 
by the duke of Luxemburg, was the firſt which 
opened the trenches on the fide of the rive T ; 
Count Saxe chuſing to begin his operations in 
that place, becauſe, as it was defended only by 
a ravelin, he judzed it to be weakeſt thereaboats. 
On the gth, the duke of Boufffers, with the re- 
giment of Berry, relieved the trenches. Mon- 
heur de Mirepꝛix, at the head of the regiment. 
of Beauce on the 10th; which was relieved by 
the regiment of Luxembourg, under the duke of 
Bouffler's command. 

The works of theſe four nights being puſhed 
to the glacis, count Saxe raiſed two batteries 
which produced the deſired effet. The work 
were carried on with all imaginable ſucceſs, 
conſidering the many intervening difficulties, 
until the 18th; during which time, there was 
a continual fre from the attille ery and muſkets 
of the beſieged, which killed but twelve of the 
French, and wounded a few otkers. The com- 


mander ſeeing the enemy ſo near the body of the 
place, did not think it prudent to hold out 
longer; and that he might obtain ſavourable 
terms, 
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terms, at eight o'clock in the morning of the 


19th, he ordered a white flag to be hung out, | 
and a parly to be ſounded. The ſame day the | 


articles of capitulation were agreed upon, and 
ugned on both ſides as follows. 


Mavic de Sax, 
Commander of the ſiege. 


Drrrixe, Commander of Egra, and 
Colonel of the regiment of Botta. 


The taking of Egra was of the greateſt con- 
ſequence ; for, beſides ſecuring the conqueſt of Bo- 
hemia, it procured a free communication between 
that kingdom, the Upper-Palatinate and Bawa- 
ria. Prince Charles having imagined that place, 
from its fortifications, to be impregnable, took 
no meaſures about ſuccouring it. This conquelt 
amazed every body, and added ſo much to the 
riding glory of count Saxe, that, from this pe- 
riod, they entertained a much higher opinion of 
him, than his reſolute ſcaling of Prague had al- 
ready given them. The emperor having ordered 
Te Deum to be ſung on this unexpected occaſion, 
wrote to count Saxe a letter of thanks with his 
own hand, 

Count Saxe. after this expedition repaired to 
Dreſden, where he arrived the firſt of May fol. 
lowing. Their Poliſb majeſties, and the court, 
Paid all the compliments his valour and expe- 


rience deſerved. Count Brubl was one of the 
fore- 
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foremoſt to do him honour, and invited him to 
the ſplendid entertainment he had prepared for 
the duke Saxe Weifjenfeliz. He from thence 
went to the court of Ru//za, to ſollicit for the re- 
ſtitution of an eſtate in right of his mother, which 
in regard to his own merit, joined to the inter- 
ceſſion of the courts of Dreſden and Verſailles, 
was granted, and great marks of eſteem thewn 
to him, 

He then returned to Dreſaen, and from thence 
to the army. His name became ſo formidable 
to the Auſtrians, that they trembled, and fled be- 
fore him, unleſs when they were three times his 
numbers; for when he appeared before E/nbogen, 
there were in it near five thouſand croats and 
huſſars, ſtrongly fortified, and furniſhed. with 
every neceſſary for holding out of a month's fiege 
at leaſt. Notwithſtanding which, they applied 
for a capitulation, which the count granted, and 
with this mark of ignominy, to go where they 
pleaſed : he poſſeſſed himſelf of their magazines, 
and ordered the wooden bridge which was over 
the Ezra near that place to be burnt. | 

While the troops of the reſpective armies 
were looking out for winter-quarters, many ſkir- 
miſhes, but nothing deciſive, happened. In the 
beginning of the year 1743, having obtained 
leave from the French court to raiſe a new regi- 
ment of Hulaus, he ſet out for Dreſden, and em- 
ployed agents there for that purpoſe. In every 
other quarter, fortune declared againſt the em- 
peror and France his ally, whilſt the 4ufrien 
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enjoyed a ſeries of ſucceſs. Prince Charles of 
Lorrain had obtained a complete victory over the 
Bavarian, under the command of general Mi- 
2uzzi, blocked up Brunau, attacked the poſt of 
Dingelfing, &c. which they carried. 

The Auſtrian army, to add to their ſpirits, was 
ſtrengthened by the junction of the Exgliſb and 
Hano<##ian forces, George II. king of England, and 
elector of Hangver, with his ſon at their head. 
This monarch now endeavoured to dethrone the 
emperor, to whom he had given his vote, but in- 
deed a forced one, by the arrogance of France. 

The French king ſent marſhal de Noailles, at 
the head of fixty - ſix battalions, and a hundred 
and thirty-eight ſquadrons in purſuit of the Eng- 
lip, whom he was determined to make repent 
of their interfering in this continental war. 
Marſhal de Noailles, by a ſuperior ſtroke of ge- 
ralſhip, had all appearances for him. He kept 
the king of Englands army at bay, between 
which and his, flowed the river Mein. Having 
poſſeſſed himſelf of all the paſſes above and below 
the Engliſb, he prevented their receiving'any pro- 
viſion, 

The king of England poſted himſelf at AJ 
chaffenbourg, a City on the Mein, which belongs 
to the elector of Men/z. This ſtep had been 
taken by his Britannic majeſty, who began to 
fee his error, contrary to the advice of the earl 
of Stair, who commanded under him : he then 
ſaw his army blocked up by marſhal de Noailles, 
without hopes of receiving any proviſion, Each 

an ſoldier 
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ſoldier was reduced to a half ration a day ; and 
the king found himſelf under a neceſſity of retir- 


ing towards Hanau, on the road to Franckfort ; 
which he could not do without being expoſed to 
the fire from the French batteries of cannon, raiſ- 
ed along the banks of the Mein. 


No other reſource remained for the army, on 


the point of periſhing for want of ſabſiltence, and 
Z whoſe rear-guard was liable to be over-whelmed 
by the French, than to make a forced march: 

but marſhal Noailles had the precaution of throw- 


ing bridges over the Mein, between Dettinghen and 
Aſchaſfenbourg, which bridges the Engliſh ought, 


by all means, to have deſtroyed, or at leaſt have 


attempted ſo to do. 


The BaTrTIE of DrTTINGHEN, 


On the 26th of June, in the middle of the 
night, the king of Eng/and ordered his army to 
decamp in the greateſt ſilence. The count of 
Noailles encamped along the Mein, was the firſt 
to perceive their dangerous and precipitate retreat, 
of which he ſent immediate notice to his father. 

The marſhal de Noailles inſtantly aroſe, came, 
and ſaw the Engliſb marching to their ruin, in a 
narrow road between a mountain and a river. 
He immediately ordered thirty ſquadrons, con- 
fiſting of the King's houſhold, dragoons, and 
huſſars, to advance to the village of Dettinghen, 
before which the Engl;/ were to paſs. He alſo 
gave orders to four brigades of infantry, _ 

that 
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that of the French guards, to defile over the two 


bridges. Theſe troops were ordered to remain 


in a hollow ground at the village of Dettinghen, Þ 


where they were unperceived by the Engli/h, 
whilit marſhal de Noai/les obſerved all their 
movements. 

Monſieur de Valliere lieutenant-general, (who 
had brought artillery to its greateſt perfection 
from the batteries on the banks of the river fired 
very briſkly on the Engiz/ as they paſted through 
this defile, where he held them in check ; they 
were alſo to paſs through a hollow way between 
Dettinghen, and a little rivulet. The French had 
orders not to attack them but with every poſſible 
advantage, which, if obeyed, the king of Eng- 
land, his fon, and the whole army muſt have ſur— 
rendered, or been cut to pieces. It was a criſis 
of ſuch importance, that if rightly made uſe of, 
would have put an end to the war. 

Senſible thereof, and attentive to his own 
glory, which this day's ſucceſs would have for 
ever eſtabliſhed, the marſhal recommended over, 
and over again, to his nephew the duke of Gram- 
mont, lieutenant-general, and colonel of the 
French guards, to preſerve his poſition, and there 
wait till the Erg//þ ſhould come and preſent 
themſelves to him. He alſo reconnoitred a 
tording-place, in order to make a large body 
of cavalry advance, that he might be better 
placed to diſcover the fituation of the enemy. 

The French officers ſaid, that he would have 
acted a more prudent part, to ſlay at the head 
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of his army, and ſee his orders obeyed ; but if 
ſucceſs had crowned his plan, they would have 
ſpoken another language. He ſent five brigades 
to occupy the poſt of 4/chaffenbourg. The Eng- 
liꝶ were in fact ſurrounded on every fide. 

A moment's impatience deſtroyed all Noailles's 
meaſures. The duke of Grammont having raſhly 


. imagined, the firſt column of the Exgliſß to be 
already paſſed, and that it was his immediate 
duty to fall on their rear-guard, unable to make 


any reſiſtance, he ordered his troops to march. 


The duke de Chewrue/e repreſented to him in the 


ſtrongeſt terms, how dangerous (though valiant) 
his intention was. The count de Noazulles ear- 
neſtly entreated him to wait the return of his 
father, 

The duke of Grammont, whoſe movements by 


this time had been obſerved by the Engliis, 


thought it no time to ſtop, and imprudently 
quitted his advantageous ſituation, where he 
ought to have remained : he advanced with the 
guards, and with the regiment of Noailles's in- 
fantry to a little plain. The Engliſb, who defiled 
in order of battle, ſoon formed themſelves, and 
were an army of fifty thouſand men againſt thirty 
ſquadrons and five brigades of infantry. The 
French having fallen into the ſnare which had 
been laid for the Exgliſb, attacked in a diſorder- 
ly manner, and with unequal forces. 

The cannon which monſieur de VFValliere, had 
fxed along the bank of the Meir, thundered on 
the flank of king George's army, particularly the 

| Hano- 


A A I to Ea re 
_ * = 


” 1, 0.4% 


1 
A e 


46 Tne LIFE or 


Hanoverians, who had alſo batteries which fired 
briſkly on the front of the French troops. The 
great advantage the French had from their artil- 
lery,, was ſoon fruſtrated, by their troops not only 
getting between it, but being mixed with the 
enemy; fo that there was no firing on the one, 
without deſtroying tne other. 

Marſhal de Waller returned the moment the 
fault was committed ; but this being no time for 
rebuke, he endeavc ured to repair it as well as he 
could, by the bravery of his troops. 

The cavalry of the king's houſhold, with the 
carabineers, by the impetuoſfity of their attack, 
made two lines of Engl cavalry give way, who 
forming themſelves in an inſtant, ſurrounded the 
French. The officers of the regiment of the 
guards, advanced boldly at the head of a weak 
body of infantry ; one and twenty of them were 
killed on the ſpot, and as many dangerouſly 
wounded. The regiment of guards was entirely 
routed. 

The duke of Chartres (now duke of Orleant, 
the prince of Clirmant, the comte D*Eu, the duke 
of Penthievre, who was then very young, uſed 
all efforts to ſtop the confuſion. 'The count de 
Noailles had two horſes killed under him ; his 
brother the duke of D'Ayen was thrown off his 
horſe. The marquis de Puiſegur, fon to a mar- 
mal of that name, hallood to the ſoldiers of his 
regiment, ran after, rallied all he could of them, 
and flew ſzveral who refuſing to return, cried, 
All is loſt ! make the beſt of your way.” The 

princes, 
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princes, and the dukes de Biron, Luxembourg, 
Bon fers, Chevreuſe, and Pequigny, put themſelves 
at the head of the brigades they met, and with 
them broke into the lines of the Engli/h. 

The king's houſhold, and the carabineers, till 
undiſmayed by oppoſition of ſuperior numbers, 
fought in parties, conſiſting in one place of a 
company of guards, and two hundred muſque- 
taires in another, of companies of cavalry ad- 
vancing with the Chevaux Legers : others follow- 
ing the carabineers, or the horſe grenadiers, ran 
at the Exgliſb ſword in hand, and with more in- 
trepidity than order; and indeed, ſo little was 
there, that about fifty muſquetaires hurried on 
by their courage, penetrated into a celebrated 


| Engliþ regiment called the Greys, conſiſting of 


choſen men, all well mounted. 
it is eaſy to imagine what muſt be the fate of 
fifty young men mounted on light horſes, againſt 
a ſuperiority of number, and weight of horſes : 
they were almoſt all killed, wounded, or taken 
priſoners in this raſh attack. Marquis de Fene- 
lu's fon was amongſt the laſt ; ſeven and twenty 
officers of the horſe of the king's houſhold ſell in 
this battle, and ſixty-fix were dangerouſly wound- 
ed. The counts D'Eu, D' Harcourt, de Beuvron, 
and the duke de Boufilers were wounded ; the 
count de la Motte-Houdanceurt's horſe was killed 
under him, and being tumbled about by the feet 
of the horſes, was carried off the field almoſt 
dead; the marquis de Gontaud's arm was broke; 
the duke de Koche-Chouart, firſt gentleman of the 
bed - 
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bed-chamber, who had already two wounds, yet 
ſtill continuing to fight, was killed on the ſpot ; 
where alſo fell the marquis Sabran, de Fleuri, 
with the counts D'Eftrades, and Reftaing. 
Among the many remarkable occurrences of 
this fatal day, the death of young Boufllers, of 
the branch of Remzencourt, ought not to be let paſs 
by unnoticed : almoſt a child, being not above 
ten years and a half old, his little leg was broke 
with a cannon ball : he received the wound, and 
ſaw his leg cut off with ſurpriſing calmneſs. His 
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extreme youth and courage affected, and drew | 
tears from all who were ſpectators of his diſaſter, Þ 


The loſs was as conſiderable on the fide of the 


Engl; their brave general Clayton fell in the] 


action. The king of England fought on foot, 


and on horſe-back, ſometimes at the head of the Þ 


infantry, at other times of the cavalry. His 
wearing a yellow ſaſh that day, which ſeemed 
to intimate a predilection for his electoral do- 
minions, gave great offence to the Exgliſ, who 
on this point are jealous in the extreme. The 
duke of Cumberland was wounded by his fa- 
ther's ſide, duke D' Aremberg, general of the Au- 

rians, was wounded in the breaſt by a muſket- 
ball; ſeveral Englißb officers of diſtinction were 
killed. 

This too unequal battle laſted three hours; 
courage alone was to defend itſelf againſt valour, 
numbers, and diſcipline. At length marſhal 4e 
Noailles gave orders for a retreat, which was 
made with confuſion, 

The 
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The king of England ate a haſty dinner on 
the field of battle, and, ſtartled at his unexpect- 
ed victory, decamped with ſo much precipitati- 
on, as not to carry off the wounded of his army, 
who were about fix hundred. Lord Stair re- 
commended them to the generous humanity of 
marſhal de Noazlles. 

By the letters theſe two generals wrote to each 
other, it appears to what a point politeneſs may 
be cultivated amongſt the horrors of war. Lord 
Stair's to the marſhal, dated Hanau, June the 
zoth, was as follows: 

I have ſent back all the French priſoners, 
and have given orders, that thoſe in the hands 
of the Hanoveriant ſhould be diſcharged. Per- 
mit me, Sir, to embrace tłkis opportunity of 
thanking you, for your generous proceeding, 
which correſponds with the high idea I had 
always entertained for the duke of Noazlles. 
Your humane treatment of the wounded exacts 
all our thanks.” 

In this battle, like ſome others, a great many 
noble actions were done, and much blood was 
ſpilt, without either ſide reaping any advantage. 
The impatience of the duke of Grammont made 
one of the beſt-laid military ſchemes prove abor- 
tive. The king of Erg/and acquired nothing 
but honour ; for, immediately after he had ha- 
ſtily dined on the field of battle, he repaired 
to Hanau, in order to find ſubſiſtence for his 
army. 

Some weeks after the battle, Lord Starr told 
2 French gentleman, in their converſation about 
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the battle of Deztizghen, ©* Your countrymen 
committed one fault, but we two; that of 
* your countrymen was, their having come 
out of the Ravin, and not having waited for 
us there. The two faults on our ſide were, 
« Fir//, To have expoſed ourſelves to ſuch dan- 
ger, which was entirely againſt my advice, but 
« ] was over-ruled. And, Secondly, Not to have 
made the molt of the victory, which it was my 
* opinion we ſhould, but was therein over-ruled 
* again, 

No man living could have more reaſon to 
complain than marſhal de Noailles had: he ſaw 
the nobleſt plan that could be imagined deſtroy- 
ed by a haſty movement. Yet he laid the blame 
on no particular perſon, a tender friendſhip for 
his nephew ſtifled his reſentments. He obſerved, 
in his letter to the King, * That a more exact 
* diſcipline in the army would be requiſite.” 

A few Gays after the battle, the following 
letter from an Exgliſb officer, to his friend at 
Paris, was handed abcut there, and contained 
theſe extraordinary terms. 

* The unpardonable blunder of the French 
officer who prematurely commanded the at- 
* tack ; the perſonal bravery of our troops, and 
the viſible protection of providence, have 
* ſnatched us from a molt dangerous hole into 
* which ve had been plunged, by the glaring 
* incapacity of our leaders to command an ar- 
c my. p 

Affairs going badly on ail ſides againſt the 
Bavarian empercr, Charies VII. the French 
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found themſelves under a neceſſity of dropping 


all their notions of putting him in poſſeſſion of 


Prague and Vienna, and to repair to the defence 
of the frontiers of their own country, againſt the 
victorious armies uf prince Charles of Lorrain, 

and the king of Exgland. Prince Charles having 
paſſed the Rhine, was repulſed with great lots, 
by count de Berengers. Count Saxe was in 
Upper Alſatia, with the remains of marſhal Braglio's 
army, and ſome troops drawn from the frontier- 
towns. Neither prince Charles, nor the king of 
England, could gain any advantage over the 
French on the Rhine. : 

Our motive for giving a detail of the battle of 
Dettinghen here, in which count Saxe was not 
concerned, is, becauſe it was the prologue to the 
great affairs he has been ſince employed in; and 
to ſhew, at the ſame time, what Engl iſb bravery 
is capable of, when well commanded; and alſo, 
how much Britannia is the object of heaven's 
peculiar care, in not letting our illuſtrious mo- 
narch fall into the hands of his enemies, (as they 
had ſtrong reaſon to hope to our indelible ſhame, 

Count Lowendahl, (who had been in the 
Ruffian ſervice, ſince the year 1736, as heute- 
nant-general of the army, and of the artillery, 
having diſtinguiſhed himſelf on many occations, 
by his perſonal deſert, and conſummate experi- 
ence in the buſineſs of war;) in the year 1739 
was appointed chief general of the armies, and 
appointed goveruor-general of the dutchy of 
Eftonia and Regel. However, he repaired to 
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France in the year 1743, to ſeek employment, 
where he was moſt graciouſly received. 

Tha French king gave him immediately the 
rank of lieutenant-general ; and above the uſual 
pay of ſuch officers, granted a conſiderable pen- 
tion, permitting him at the ſame time to raiſe a 
German regiment in his o name. He raiſed 
one in a very ſhort time, which behaved with 
great intrepidity on every occaſion, wherever it 
was employed. Count Save, who had given 
orders for a regiment of Hulans to be raiſed 
for him, was informed, that, in the beginning 
of the next campaign, it would be ieady to take 
the held. 

In the beginning of the year 1744, the French 
king came to a reſolution to declare war againſt 
the king of Exgland, and the queen of Hungary; 
| pretending no farther meaſures could be obſerv- 
ed either with the Eugliſh or the Huſtrians ; - the 
former had repeatedly inſulted his navigation; 
the latter had endeavoured to carry the war 
into the provinces of France, and in violation 
of a cartel agreed on in the year 1741, refuſed 
to return any priſoners of war. Count Saxe, 
entirely taken up about the military operations 
for the enſaing campaign, employed the whole 
winter in forming plans, relative to -which he 
had many conferences with the French miniſtry, 
and the king their maſter. The firſt object of 
them was a ſecret and daring expedition, which, 
it ſuccetsfu', would have cauſed a ſudden revolu- 
tion in the affairs of Europe. 
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The dethroned family of the Stuart, which 
had languiſhed above half a century in exile, re- 
ceived private encouragement to try the zeal of 
their friends in Great-Britain and Ireland. Prince 
Charles-Edward, grandſon of James the Second 
king of England, and ſon of him known thro' 
Europe under the title of Pretender, joined to 
the ſpirit of his youth, a moſt enterpriſing and 
determined courage. He then declared, that a 
head to him, unleſs poſſeſſed of a diadem, was 
an uſeleſs incumbrance. 

France, that had been ſo long the aſylum of 
this unfortunate family, judged it neceſſary to 
ſupport their claims; and imagined that Levois 
the XVth might, in his firſt campaign, re-efta- 
bliſh the emperor in his invaded territories, and 
young Stuart in the throne of Great Britain. 
He ſet out from Rome the gth of January 1 7445 
the ſecrecy and bea pen with which his jour- 
ney was planned and executed, indicated a per- 
ſon deſigned by Providence for great underta- 
kings; he even concealed it from his brother, 
by whom he was beloved with mutual affection, 
knowing full well that he would have inſiſted 
on accompanying him. 

On the 13th of the ſame month he arrived 
at Genea, where he aſſumed the character of a 
Spaniſh courier; and, attended but by one do- 
meſtic, he embarked the next day for Antibes, 
and ſoon reached Paris. The neceſſary pre pa- 
rations for landing him in Eugen were car- 
ried on with equal ſecreſy in France, 
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Lewis XV. made an effort little ſuſpected by 
the Exgliſb, confidering the bad ſituation his na- 
val force had been in for a number of years. 
Six and twenty ſhips of war were fitted out at 
Bre and Rochefort, with almoſt incredible diſ- 
patch. A rumour was alſo induſtriouſly ſpread, 
that they were to be joined by the San fleet, 
which had been two years at Toulon, blocked up 
there by the fleet of admiral Marthervs. 

A conſiderable body of troops marched to- 
wards Dunkirk, in order to go on board the tranſ- 
ports, there in readineſs for them. Count Saæe 
was appointed to command this expedition. In 
the mean time twenty ſhips of war ſailed from 
Breſti, with four thouſand men, beſides a great 
quantity of arms, and ammunition of every 
fort. They ſteered between the iſles of Man 
and Sor/ingues, under the command of monheur 
de Roquefeuille, where he was to be joined by 
five other ſhips of war from Recbefort, under the 
command of M. du Parail. 

From thence the French fleet ſailed into the 
Ergliſbꝰ channel, and divided itſelf into three 
ſquadrons; the ſtrongeſt, conſiſting of four- 
teen ſhips, coaſted along the Kenti/h ſhore; 
the ſecond ſtationed itſelf between Calais and 
Boulogne; and the third advanced towards Dun- 
Air +. 

Count Saxe embarked the firſt of March with 
nine battalions, and the count du Chaila the fol- 
lowing day with fix more. Ihe young Pretender 


was on board the ſame ſhip with count Saxe, and 
beheld, 
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beheld, for the firſt time, the inviting cliffs of 
England. 


Tendebatque manus ripe ulterioris amore, Virs. 


which he anticipated in thought, his heart, and 
every impulſe of his foul, having already flown 
thither. 

His hopes were ſoon nipt and blaſted by the 
violence of a ſudden tempeſt, which daſhing the 
tranſports with impetuoſity againſt the French 
ſhore, ſeveral ſoldiers periſhed as they attempted 
to land. The undaunted adventurer was for at- 
tempting the paſſage, even with one veſſel ; his 
forward courage ſeeming to aſſore him, that he 
needed only to land on the Britiſb ſhore, erect 
his ſtandard, and be acknowledged ſovereign of 
three kingdoms; but neither the outrageous 
driving of the ſea, nor the ther. diſpoſition of 
affairs would let them, by whoſe counſel! he was 
to be guided, ſuffer him to attempt ſo hazardous 
a proceeding, tho' they could not help admiring 
that heroiſm, which they thought it then im- 
prudent to ſecond. 

They had got ſome intimation in Lender, 
from the 15th of February preceding, of this in- 
tended expedition; wherefore the duke of Nexw- 
cafile, agreeable to the orders of the king his 
maſter, wiote to Mr. Thempſan, charged at that 
time with the affairs of his Britaunic majeſty at 
the French court, to this purpoſe. 

His majeſly having received certain advice, 
chat the eldeſt ſon of the Pretender had left 
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Rome the 27th or 28th of laſt December, old 
ſtile, and arrived at Antibes the 17th of Ja. 
nuary; it is the king's pleaſure, that you go 
to Mr. Amelot, and tell him that you have 
received his majeſty's commands to inform 
him of this advice, and to obſerve to him, that, 
conſidering the engagements his moſt Chri- 
ſtian majeſty has entered into, relative to the 
Pretender and his heirs, the king no longer 
doubted, but that, in caſe this advice was 
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territories, c. 

Before the receipt of the duke's letter, Mr, 
Thompſon had been appriſed of all that paſſed; 
and in conſequence of theſe prevailing reports 
at that time, was getting ready to repair to Ver 
ſailles, when he received the duke of Newwcaſlle's 
inſtructions, agrecable to which he waited on 
monſicur 4 Amelot, and communicated the let- 
ter he had juſt received from the Britiſb court. 

The French miniſter's anſwer was, © That as 
* he (Mr. Thompſon) ſpoke by order of the 
king his maſter, it was neceſſary that he 
© ſhould alſo have orders from his; and that he 
* would inform him of his maſter's intentions, 
relative to the affair in debate, as ſoon as he 
* ſhould come to a knowledge of them.” 

This vague and unſatisfattory anſwer was im— 
mediately diſpatched to London, whither Mr. 
Thompſon, about eight days after, ſent the fol- 
lowing letter, 


I have 
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order that prince's {ſpeedy departure from his 
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* I have learned nothing farther ſince my 
8 © laſt to you; have been this morning at Ver- 
$ © /ailles, where, in the name of his maſter, 
monſieur D' Amelat gave me the following de- 


* claration, to wit, 'The engagements entered 
into by treaties are only binding ſo far as 


they are religioaſly obſerved on both ſides: 


* when his Britannic majeſty ſhall have given 
© ſatisfa&tion relative to the treſpaſſes committed 
with his ſanction, contrary to the ſpirit of thoſe 
* treaties he appeals to, and to Which repeated 
* remonſtrances have been made, then the moſt 
* Chriſtian king will give an anſwer quite ſatis- 
factory to Mr. Thomp/on's demand, in the name 
* of the king of England. 
At Paris, the 25th of Feb, 1744. 


The Dutch, as allies to king George, had al- 
ready ſent him two thouſand men, and were 
bound to furniſh fix thouſand more, according 
to the treaty of the year 1716. Admiral Nor- 
ris was with a formidable ſquadron i in the Downs, 
and the people at land up in arms. Thus failed a 
plot, conducted with the molt art the Zng4/h 
had ever ſhewn; for though king Geerge was 
convinced of a conſpiracy againſt him, he never 
could find the authors of it: for thoſe taken up 
in London gave no inlight thereto, and left the 
government in the fame darkneſs, confuſton, 


and trouble, which they had been involved in 


before. 


Count Saxe, on the failure of the expedition, 
which many concurring ci cumſtances ſeemed 
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to promiſe ſucceſs to, returned from Duzkirk tog 
Paris, and had for ſome days frequent confe. 
rences with monſieur D' Argen/on, and the king, 
who having reſolved to put himſelf at the head 
of his army in Flanders, appointed the general 
officers who were to ſerve under him; and to 
give his ſubjects, as well as his enemies, a con- 
vincing proof of the great confidence he had in 
the ſuperior abilities of count Saxe, he promoted 


him to the dignity of marſhal of France. 


About this time admiral Macthe es fought the] 
combined fleets of France and Spain in the Medi. 


terranean, without any conſiderable advantage on 
either fide. Young Stuart having bewailed his 


diſappointments, with ſome faithful adherents to 


his houſe's fortune, ſet out from Duntirꝭ, and 
lived in a very retired manner near Paris, viſit- 
ing the French court but ſeldom, whoſe ſincerity 
in regard to his intereſt he had perhaps ſome 
reaſon to doubt. 

All warmly affected perſons to the illuſtrious 
family, (who daily ſhowers happineſs on the 
people of England, and whole intereſt alone 
they ſtudy, preferable to all intereſt on the con- 
tinent, whatever malignants may aſſert to the 
contrary) muſt reflect with pleaſure on the pro- 
vidence of heaven, on our moſt benign and gra- 
cious ſovereign George II. to wit, 1. His mira- 
culous eſcape from the moſt imminent danger at 
Dettinghen. And, 2. This kind intervention of 
the ſtorm, which defeated the Dunkirk expedi- 
tion, whoſe conſequences muſt make every lover 
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of our holy religion and liberty ſhudder but even 


i to think on. 
ing, 


To quiet the reſentment of the queen of Spain 


not heing thoroughly ſatisfied with the behavi- 


our of the French fleet, its admiral du Court was 
| exiled, war was declared againſt king George, 


elector of Hancwer, the 15th of March 1744; 


and againſt the queen of Hungary, the 26th of 
| April following, who both declared war againſt 


the France; which, on both ſides, was but meer mat- 


| ter of ceremony, they having been long ſince in 
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actual hoſtilities one againſt the other. 

Enzland eſpouſed the Auſtrian intereſt with 
warmth ; increaſed their ſubſidy to them; ex- 
pended ſeveral millions; kept a fleet in the Me- 
diterranean ſea, which deſtroyed the trade of 
Prowence, ard ſent into Flanders their forces 
which had fought at Dettingben, and when joined 
by the Dutch and Flemiſh regiments in the be- 
ginning of that campaign, they all amounted to 
above ſixty thouſand men. Prince Charles of Lor- 
rain, with an army equally formidable, wanted 
to force a paſſage over the Rhine. The emperor, 
reduced to a miſerable ſituation, preſerved the 
remains of his ſcattered army, under the cannon 
of the imperial city of Philipfocurg, and expected 
at Franckfort, that either the French king would 
fix him in the empire, or the queen of Hungary 
would deprive him of it. It was in ſuch perilous 
eircumſtances as theſe that the French king com- 
menced general, 


Lewis 
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Lewis the XV's firſt Campaicn. 


The king gave count Saxe the command of a 
body of troops, which was to make part of his | 
army: the count, having received his laſt in- 
ſtructions, ſet out from Paris on his way to Liſe, Þ 
and in the middle of April arrived there: the 
movements he ordered his troops to make were 
ſo varied, that the allied army could not pene- 


trate into his ſcheme; his troops conſiſted of 
thirty-two battalions, and fifty- eight ſquadrons 


complete. 


Marſhal de Coigni was ſent to guard the Rhine 
with fixty-one battalions, and a hundred ſqua- 
drons. The Bavarian troops, amounting to 
about twelve thouſand in-the French pay, were 
under the command of count Seckendorff, whoſe 
fidelity was unſuſpected as yet. Marſhal de No. 
ailles was general of the army in Flanders, con- 
fiſting of ſixty- eight battalions and ninety ſqua- 
drons complete. 

The face of affairs in Flanders this year ap- 
peared quite different from what it had been the 
foregoing, at the time cardinal 4e Fleuri died; 
then the Erg//5 might have made an advanta- 
geous incurſion on the frontiers of France, which 
they afterwards attempt<d, but too late; for their 
allies the Dutch, who had refuſed to co-operate 
in this enterprize when practicable, came into it 
when it was no longer poſſible. 

The French king preferred a campaign in 
Flanders ta one on the Rhine, judging that it 

would 
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would be merely defenſive on the Rhine, whereas 
in Flanders all neceſſary preparations had been 
made to act offenſively againſt the Huſtrian Ne- 
tberlandte. He left Verſailles the 3d of May, and 
arrived at Liſſe the 12th, viſiting all the poſts 
in his route thither. i 

of all his army. His aides de camp were meſ- 
| fieurs de Meuze, ae Richelieu, de Luxembourg, de 
| Boufflers, d' Aumont, dq Hen, de Soubiſe, de Pe- 
. guigny. 


He made a general review 


The Exgliſb troops were commanded by ge- 
neral Wade, a veteran officer, and, like Lord 
Stair, bred under the duke of Mar/boraugh ; con- 
ſequently he knew Flanders well, having for- 
merly ſerved a long time there; and much was 
expected from his experience and abilities. The 
duke of Aremberg commanded the Auftrians; 
and count Maurice of Naſſau the Dutch. Theſe 
three generals might have impeded the French 
king's plan of operations, had they been unani- 
mous, which, luckily for Lewis the XVth, they 
were not. 

The king having divided his army into two 
parts, he ordered them to begin their march 
early in the morning of the 17th of May. That 
part commanded by count Saxe advanced the 
ſame day as far as the bridge of Efpierre, and 
the next day to Caurtray, where he fixed his 
head quarters. The king's army marched in 
four columns, under the command of the duke 
of Biron, and the counts Houdancourt, de la 


Motte, and Clermont, 
G Menin 
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Menin was inveſted the 18th of May; it is one 
of the barrier towns; the trenches were opened py 
the 19th in the King's preſence, who encou- 
raged the men by his liberality, While the 
works were continued with vigour before this 
place, count Saxe, who obſerved the enemy. 
with his army, ſent out ſeveral detachments to 
take poſſeſſion of all the poſts which were pro- 
pereſt for him, in order to raiſe contributions] 
One of his detachments brought to the king's 
camp, the 21ſt, a conſiderable booty they had 
taken. His huſſars made excurſions to the ve 
gates of Ghent, driving away with them all the 
cattle they met. Count Saxe had poſted fi 
thouſand men between Ghent and Bruges, at: 
place called Bellen, where they took a ſma 
fortreſs, with fix pieces of cannon in it. O 
the ath of June the covered-way was taken; 
on the 5th the town capitulated, being the firſ 
the king took in perſon. The officer who had 
commanded there was allowed to depart wit! 
all the honours of war. The king made hi 
public entry into the town the 7th, aſſiſted at 
the Te Deum; and having viſited the fortifica 
tions, returned to Liſe the 8th, having left or 
ders to raze the fortifications of Menin. pres 
la Knocke and Furnes, were made rapid conqueſts 
which the allied army ſaw, and could not op 
poſe: for the body commanded by marſhal Sax 
was too well poſted, and covered the differen 
fieges ſo a-propos, that they could not fail. 

The progreſs of the king's ſucceſsful arms ii 
Flanders was ſtopt by the diſagreeable news 0 
prince 
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prince Charles with his army having paſſed the 
8 Rhine near Spire, in ſight of the French and Ba- 


variant; and that Al/atia, as well as the frontiers 


of Lorrain, were greatly harraſſed by them. 


The king, in a grand council called at Dun- 


8 kirk, on this extraordinary emergency, refolved 
that a conſiderable detachment of his army ſhould 
| immediately move towards A//ace. He declared 
| a determination of going thither to command 


his troops in perſon, and to leave the command 
of the army deſtined to remain in Flanders, to 


count Saxe. Purſuant to this reſolution, on the 


19th of Fuly 1744, the king ſet out from Duz- 
kirk for Metz, whither the troops filed off in ſe- 
veral columns; marſhal Saxe being left behind 
with but an army of from forty to forty-five 
thouſand men, to oppoſe an army of between 
ſixty and ſeventy thouſand. 

Notwithſtanding the ſuperiority of the alliz:, 
they attempted nothing in Flanders, The mili- 
tary {kill of count Saxe made up for his want of 


i numbers. He fo judiciouſly watched his ene- 
mies, that all their ſchemes proved abortive. The 


maſterly diſpoſitions Which he made, in order to 
keep them inactive during the ren.ainder of the 
campaign, are admired by all conpoiſſeurs in 
the military art, and are looked on as what docs 
the greateſt honour to his generalſhip. 

Perhaps it will not be readily believed by po- 
ſterity, that an army provided with every thing, 
unwearied by any expedition, and conſiſting of 


"mT more than ſeventy thouſand men, ſhould be de- 
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terred from forming any enterprize againſt an- 
other, which had ſuffered the repeated fatigue of 
five or ſix ſieges, and was beſides harraſſed by 
the diverſity of movements it ,was obliged to 
make, daily forced to do duty in ſeveral places, 
in order to preſerve them, and did not exceed 
by much the number of forty thouſand. 


The 4th of Auguſt, the king, on his arrival 


at Metz, ſaw there the firſt detachment of the 
army from Flanders, and the reſt ſucceſſively 


arrived ſoon after, Marſhal de Noailles went | 


to Mr. de Coigni on the 6th, that they might 
conſult together what were the propereſt mea- 
ſures to be taken: but a new and more ſerious 
cauſe of alarm for France happened; the king, 
as he was preparing to ſet out from Metz for 
Straſbourg, fell ſick in the night between the 7th 
and the 8th. 

Prince Charles cauſed more terror than he 
reaped advantage from his having paſſed the 
Rhine; for the French troops made ſo noble a 
ſtand againſt, and baffled him every where, that 
the Auſtrians found themſelves fruſtrated in their 
deſigns, and therefore were obliged to content 
themſelves with raiſing ſome contributions in 
Aljatia. 

At this juncture, purſuant to a ſecret treaty of 
anion agreed on at Franctfort, between the kings 
of France and Pruſſia, the emperor, and other 
members of the empire, his Pruſſian majeſty 
marched at the head of a formidable army to make 
a diverſion in Bohemia, which greatly ſurprized 
moſt of the courts in Furote, as ſuch a ſtep muſt 

not 
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not only diſconcert but counteract all the projects 
of the court of Vienna. This prince, who is never 
wanting to himſelf in reaſons for what he thinks 
expedient to do, publiſhed an explanatory mani- 
feſto of this proceeding. 

Prince Charles beginning to deſpair of his be- 
ing able to execute the intended plan of opera- 


tions againſt the French dominions, and fearing 


leſt he might be cut off in ſuch a manner, as 
not to have it in his power to repaſs the Rune, 
if he delayed longer, reſolved to croſs it with all 


his army. He obſerved that the French received 


daily reinforcements; and had the d:{agrecable 
advice of the Pruſſians being in full march to 
Prague. Theſe were ſufficient motives to de- 
termine his retreat: accordingly, on the 23d of 
Auguſt, his van-guard paſſed the Rhine, and the 
reſt followed with all poſſible ſpeed. His entire 
army was on the other fide of the river on the 
25th: the rear-guard of the Auffrians, conſiſt- 
ing of all the grenadiers, ſuffered; and its lots 
was computed to have been about two thouſand 
men. 

The French troops alſo paſſed the Rhine, and 
purſued prince Charles, who retired towards 
Raftadt ; this prince's deſign being to divide his 
army, in order to ſend a part of it to the aſſiilance 
of Bohemia, and the other into Bavaria: he de- 
camped ſoon after, and ſet fire to a village to con- 
ceal his march, and ſecure his retreat. Count 4 
Naailles was ſent to that village with a detach- 
ment of grenadiers: it being almoſt night when 
he arrived, he drew up his men on the other fide 
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break of day next morning. 


Theſe different bodies were diſtributed behind 


trenchments, a rivulet and a very deep ditch 
ſeparating them from the French. 

Early next morning, orders for an attack were 
given by count de Noailles, The rivulet and the 
ditch were leap'd over one after the other, and 
the redoubts carried at the ſame time. Notwith- 
ſtanding the enemy's fire, they forced their way 
into the enemy's entrenchments, compelled them 
to fly, and continued in purſuit of them till night 
the loſs the Auſtrians ſuſtained on this occaſion, 
amounted to near three thouſand killed, wound- 


ed, and taken priſoners. 


The king of Pry/ia complained greatly of 
prince Char/es's army having been let to eſcape 
out of A//atia, with ſo much impunity, from a 
{uperior army of French, to come and diſturb his 
operations in Bohemia, This eſcape, which was 
alſo a ſenſible diſadvantage to France, muſt be 
imputed to the king's dangerous ſickneſs, and the 
confuſion his commanding officers were in at the 

, uncertainty of his fate. 

As ſoon as the king began to recover, to the 
inexpreſſible joy of all his ſubjects, and was ca- 
pable of the leaſt application, he entered upon 
buſineſs in his chamber, with his generals and 

mi. 


of it, to be in readineſs to attack the enemy at Þ 


Prince Charles had the precaution to place on Þ 
the ſkirts of ſome woods, which they muſt go Þ 
round, in order to reach him, two and thirty Þ 
companies of grenadiers, with all his irregulars. Þ 


marſhy grounds, covered with redoubts and re- F 
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ny at © miniſters of ſtate. His firſt orders were given to 
* chevalier de Belleiſſe, to attack the entrenchments 
e on © of Suffe/heim, which he carried ſword in hand: 
t go | He ordered count Clermont to go and make him- 
hirty © ſelf maſter of Conflance; which this prince ac- 
lars, cordingly did. 
hind ® The fiege of Fribourg was reſolved on, in a 
d re- grand council held at Metz, in order to facili- 
ditch Þ tate the taking up winter- quarters in the Briſgau, 
where the troops intended for the operations of 
were | the next campaign might be advantageouſly can- 
I the | toned: in which view, his majeſty ordered to 
and march thither, in four diviſions, ſixty- two batta- 
vith- Þ lions with as many ſquadrons. 


way The zoth of September, in the night, the 
hem | trenches were opened before that place; but not 
ght: | until the 6th of Odlober were the batteries in a 


non, | condition of acting. Notwithſlanding the rigour 
und- of the ſeaſon, and the remonſtrances of all the 

phyſicians, the king declared he would not move 
y of | from thence until the ſurrender of the place. 
cape This determination inſpired additional vigour 


m a into his troops, who proceeded with the greateſt 
) his alacrity. The taking of Fribourg, io fortified by 
Was nature and art, was the triumph of French cou- 
t be rage and perſeverance, which but exert themſelves 
| the the more, as growing difficulties ſeem to oppoſe. 
the After the king made his triumphant entry into 
Fribourn, he ſet out for Paris, and arrived there 
the the 1ztu of November, where he remained three 
ca- days, during which were all manner of rejoicings 
pon for his recovery. 
and 
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All this time count Saxe, notwithſtanding the 


great ſuperiority of the allied army, ſo puzzled 
them by his motions, that nothing conſiderable 
was attempted. The Cafillam of Li/le indeed 
was infeſted by their irregular troops, and ſome 
contributions were raiſed. However, the count, 
from the information which he had of the pre- 
parations they were making, ſuſpected they had 
a deſign upon Liſſe, wherefore he reinforced its 
garriſon, and ſupplied the place with every thing 
neceſlary againſt a ſiege. 

The conqueſt of this city would have been of 
great ſervice to the allies. It ſeemed to engroſs 
all their attention, and albhtheir movements tended 
only to draw off count Saxe, that they might ac- 
compliſh their ſcheme ; but this great commander, 
gueſſing what they were at, took all neceſſary 
precautions to defeat their deſign. For he made 
ſo many marches and counter-marches, without 
quitting his poſts, that they could never conclude 
to a certainty on his real intent. They ſtood in 
awe of his generalſhip, and were in apprehenſions 
of being attacked by him, 

Thus the two armies made the campaign in 
mutually watching each other, and the ſeverity 
of the ſeaſon not permitting the field to be kept 
any longer, the troops on both ſides went in- 
to winter- quarters. Count Saxe having given 
the command of his army to the marquis de 
Ceberet in his abſence, left Flanders, and arrived 
at Verſailles the thirteenth of December; and thus 
ended there the campaign of 1744. During which, 
from the month of Auguſt to November, this ge: 
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neral diſplayed all the cunning of war, in which, 


neither fortune nor bravery of troops can claim 
any ſhare. Theſe were his arts; to camp and 


decamp à propos, to protect the country, and 
make his army ſubſiſt at the enemy's expence, 


then march to attack their country, when they 


ſeemed determined to commit hoſtilities in that 
which he defended, and thereby compel them to 
| retirez to conquer by ſkill, though inferior in 


ſtrength: all this count Saxe did, which is 
eſteemed as one of the moſt maſterly inſtances of 


military conduct. 


Immediately after the arrival of the generals, 
ſeveral councils were held in the king's preſence 
at Verſailles, upon the operations of the enſuin 
year, Count Saxe aſſiſted at all theſe councils. 
His political conduct in the affairs of Flanders 
had won to him the king's confidence to ſuch a 
degree, that he had ſeveral private conferences 
with him. All the plans he propoſed had the hap- 
pineſs of meeting with the royal approbation. 

The allies endeavoured, on their fide, to 
ſtrengthen their forces by encreaſing their party; 
in which view, a treaty of union was figned the 
eighth of January 1745, at Warſaw, by the 
queen of Hungary, the king of England elector 
of Hanover, the king of Poland elector of Saxony, 
and the States-General. 

As M. Van Hoey, the then Dutch embaſſador 
to the moſt Chriſtian king, was ſoon after walk- 
ing in the gallery of Yer/ailles, he aſked count 
Saxe what he thought of the treaty of Warſaw? 


His reply was, That France was very little 
« affected 


— 


r erer 


= ä 
ern 
Ss. — 


a 


r 


„ 
7 
* 
* 
3 
g 


r 


* 


70 Tur LIFE or 


affected by it, and that if his maſter would 
« give him Carte Blanche, before the end of that 
« year he would go and read the original at the 
« Hague.” The ambaſſador ſmiling, rejoined, 
« Count Saxe is always merry.” No truly,” 
anſwered the count, but your republic makes 
« very ungrateful returns for his majelty's indul- 
gent treatment of it.” 

In the beginning of the year 1745, the em- 
peror was ſeized with a molt violent fit of the 
gout ; which attack daily increaſing, on the 
twentieth of January his imperial majeſty ex: 
pired at Munich, which left the throne of the 
empire vacant, at a time when Germany was up 
in arms. The deceaſed emperor left a ſon about 
eighteen years old, who ſucceeded him in his 
eleoral dignity, and all other hereditary rights 
annexed to his houſe. 

The French troops in Germany could continue 
there no longer, in quality of auxiliaries to the 
emperor ; the union-treaty of Franckfort ceaſing 
at his death, they were ordered to evacuate the 
places they had poſſeſſed themſelves of in Auſtria, 
and to approach to the Rhine. From theſe 
events, the court of Vienna began to conceive 
great hopes, and ſet all engines at work, in order 
to detach the young elector from the French in- 
tereſt, which was brought about by the intrigues 
of count Seckendorff, who had been long ſuſpected 
by the French of foul play. 

The court of Verſailles had tried all imagin- 
able means of procuring a peace during that 
Winter ; but in vain, The king therefore de- 

clared, 
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clared, that he would command in perſon the 
army in Flanders; and at the ſame time notified 
that marſhal Saxe, in that expedition, was to be 
charged with the execution of his orders, who 
having received his laſt inſtructions, ſet out with- 
out delay, determined that his conduct ſhould 
juſtify the Frenct king's opinion of him. 


The ſiege of Tournay, and battle 
of Fox T ENO. 


Marſhal Saxe having kept the allied army in 
ſuſpenſe, by ſeveral marches and counter-mar- 
ches, threatening at one time Aeth, at another 
Mons, appeared ſuddenly before Tournay, and in- 
veſted it the 25th of April, having ſo far de- 
ceived the enemy as to put it out of their power 
to prevent his deſign. 

Tournay is one of the ſtrongeſt of the frontier 
places. The fortifications of the city and citadel 
are reckoned amongſt the maſter- pieces of mon- 
ſieur de Vauban, by whom Lewis XIV. had all 
the places in Flanders fortified. 

The inhabitants of Tournay loved to be under 
the French government, and not ſo much becauſe 
this city is one of their antient patrimonies, as on 
account of the emolument it thence derives, pre- 
ferring the French magnificence, which enriches 
a place, to the Dutch economy, which ſtarves 
it. But the inclinations of the people are no ob- 
je of conſideration in fortified towns. Never 
attacked, they do not think of defending them- 
ſelves, and are gtven over by one government 

to another, in virtue of capitulations, about which 
tzey are never conſulted, At 
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At the beginning of the ſiege of Tournay, 4 
melancholy accident happened: Count ae Talcy. 
rand, colonel of the regiment of Normandy, was 
in the trenches under the command of the duke 
of Biron, Near a cavalier which had been rai- 
ſed, there ſtood a barrel of powder. The duke 
of Biron, who had repoſed part of the night on 
a bear-ſkin near count de Taleyrand, remembered 
his promiſe to go and ſpend the other part of it 
with M. de Meuſe; which he reſolved on in ſpite of 
all M. de Taleyrand's remonſtrances to the con- 
trary. The duke was ſcarce gone, when a ſoldier 
trying the priming of his muſket, let fall ſome 
ſparks of fire on the barrel of powder, which 
blew the cavalier up into the air, and M. az 
Taleyrand with about eighty ſoldiers, whoſe ſcat- 
tered members fell all around. 

The garriſon of Taurnay, ſpectators of this fa- 
tal accident, ſcoffed at the French, and uſed the 
moſt inſulting expreſſions. Some companies of 
grenadiers, having loſt all patience at their in- 
ſolence, anſwered in another manner than ſcur- 
rilous terms: they ſallied from their trenches, 
and ran on the glacis of the covered-way, (tho' 
matters had not been yet brought to a point for 
attacking it) they jumped into the covered-way 
in an unprepared and diſorderly manner, and 
without officers, expoſed to the fire of the ene- 
my's artillery and muſketry. In the mean time 
the duke of Biron being informed of this action, 
which had been inſpired by reſentment, -and 
which courage juſtified, ſent gabions immediate- 
ly to them, in order to lodge ſecurely _- 
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brave fellows in the covered -· way their gallantry 
ey. had made them maſters of. 

vas As ſoon as the States- General had learned that 
ke Tournay was in danger, they ſent orders to their 
ai- WW general to riſk a battle, in order to ſuccour the 
ike ¶ plac®. In this inſtance theſe frugal republicans, 
on contrary to their vſual ſlowneſs and caution, were 
red I the firlt to declare for reſolute meaſures. 

F it The 5th of May the allies advanced as far 
> of as Cambron, within ſeven leagues of Tournay. 
on- The French king and the dauphin left Paris the 
lier I Sth, which gave that metropolis new anxiety on 
me | {ecing the father and ſon, the latter very young 
ich and but lately married, going to expoſe them- 
d ſelves to all the fatigues and dangers of a cam- - 
at- paign. 

No entrenchments had as yet been made in 
fa- the lines of circumvallation before Teurnay; nor 
the was an army of obſervation formed, becauſe that 
of I twenty battalions and forty ſquadrons, drawn 
in- | from the main army, under the command of 
ur- | prince Conti, had not as yet arrived. Tho' the 
es, | inhabitants of Paris had been alarmed with 
ho* | contrary accounts, it is certain that the king's 
for | army was by much ſuperior in number to that of 
ay the allies, having ſixty battalions and eighty 
ind | ſauadrons more. But this ſuperiority did not 
ne- come in play on the day of battle. Some re- 
me | timents not being arrived as yet, others were left 
on, || to guard the trenches before Tournay, and ſome 
nd | potted to preſerve the bridges of communication, 
te- | However, it muſt be owned that the ſuperiority 


eſe of number was on the fide of the French, 
ave H 'The 
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The principal ſtrength of the allied army con- 
ſiſted of twenty battalions and twenty - ſix ſqua- 
drons, under the command of the duke of 
Cumberland. Five battalions and fixteen ſqua- 
drons of Hanowerians were joined to the Erg/i/h. 
The prince of Waldeck had the. command of 


twenty · ſix battalions and forty ſquadrons Dutch. 
The Auſtrians had but eight ſquadrons in this ; 


army, tho' the war in Flanders was for them; 
but Flanders had long been defended by the arms 


and money of England and Holland. The Au- 
Arians indeed were under the command of the 


old general Konig/eg, who had commanded a-. 


gainſt the Turks in Hungary, and againſt the 
French in Italy and in Germany. His tage expe- 
rience was to moderate the impetuoſity of the 


two young princes, Cumberland and Walaeck ;\ 


their army was above fifty thouſand. 


The French king left eighteen thouſand men 


before Tournay, fix thouſand to guard the bridge: 


on the E/caut, and the communications. This 


army was under the command of a general in 
whom great confidence was repoſed. Count Sax: 
at this time was but in a bad ſtate of health, and 
ſet out very ſickly for the army. Being aſked 
what he propoſed to do in ſo feeble a condition, 
he replied, © The queſtion is not now about 

« living, but to make my exit with honour.” 
The king arrived the ſixth at Douay; and as 
he was going to bed, received an expreſs from 
marſhal Saxe, which informed him, that the 
enemy was approaching, and would ſoon be in 
fight. Whereupon he ſaid to his Aides de Camp 
« Gen- 
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« Gentlemen, no time ſhall be loft, I ſet out to- 
* morrow morning at five o'clock. Let not the 
« dauphin be diſturbed.” 

Next day being the 7th of May, the king went 
to Pont à Chin near the Eſcaut, and not far from 
the trenches of Touraay. The dauphin, who had 
received inform:tion of the king's departure, 
joined him there, and accompanied him to re- 
connoitre the ground deſigned for the battle. 
Acclamations rang through all the army, on 
ſeeing the king and dauphin. The allied army 
paſſed all the 10th, and the night to the 11th, 
in making their final diſpoſitions, 

The king was uncommonly chearful on the 
eve of the battle. The general topic of conver- 
ſation was, all thoſe battles in which kings 
were preſent. Lewis the XVth obſerved, that 
ſince the battle of Poitiers, no king of France 
and his ſon had been in the field together, and 
that none of them had obtained any ſignal vic- 
tory over the Exgliſſi: he hoped his ſhould prove 
the firſt. 

He was the firſt up the day of battle. At 
four o'clock he call'd up monſieur 4 Argen/on, 
miniſter of war, who immediately fent to count 
Saxe for his laſt orders. He was found in a car- 
riage made of oſiers, that ſerved him for a bed, 
and in which he had himſelf drawn, when too 
weak to ride on horſeback. The marſhal told 
the officer ſent to him by count 4 Argenſon, that 
the king's guards ſhould be ordered to advance to 
the poſt of reſerve he had aſſigned for them, with 
the carabineers, whom he looked upon as a cer- 

9 tain 
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tain reſource, in caſe of neceſſity. It was a no- 
velty to make ſuch a diſpoſition of the troops the 
enemy dreaded moſt. 

The numerous ſuite of the king and the 
dauphin was followed by a multitude of people 
of all conditions, drawn by curioſity to ſee that 
day's action; and, in order to ſee it the better, 
many of them got up into the trees. 

The village of Antoin was near the Eſcaut, 
nine hundred toiſes from the bridge of Calonne, 
over which the king and dauphin advanced. The 
village of Fontengy was a hundred toiſes diſtant 
from Antoin; afterwards, ſituate towards the 
north, is a piece of ground four hundred toiſes 
large, between the wood of Barri and Fontenoy. 

The general took all precautions relative to a 
victory or a defeat. The bridge of Ca/ome was 
mounted with cannon, fortified with entrench- 
ments, and defended by one battalion of the 
guards, one of the Swiſs, and three of the mi- 
litia ; this was deſigned as the retreating place for 
the king and dauphin, in caſe of a diſaſter: The 
reſt of the army were to march (if defeated) over 
the bridges on the lower E/caut near Teurnay. 

Three redoubts were raiſed in a hurry, midway 
between two villages, in a place deemed more 
acceſſible to the enemy than the reſt of the wa 
was: marſhal de Noailles had them raiſed in the 
night; each redoubt was mounted with a battery 
of cannon, one of eight pieces, the two others of 
four each. They were called the redoubts of Ber- 
tens, becauſe the Sabi regiment of Bettens, with 
that of Dig/dach, were entruſted with the guard of 

them, 
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them. Beſides theſe precautions, fix pieces of 
cannon, fixteen pounders each, were fixed on 
this ſide of the Ecaut, in order to thunder on 
ſuch troops as ſhould attack the village of Au- 
ton. 

It is not improper to obſerve, that between 
the wood of Barri and Fontenoy there was a 
riſing ground, of the ſpace of about four hundred 
and fifty toiſes, by which the enemy might pe- 
netrate; therefore the general order'd a well- 
executed redoubt to be raiſed at the point of the 
wood of Barri, in which the cannons were 
placed in embraſures. The marquis de Chabannes 
had there, under his orders, one battalion of the 
regiment of Eu. The cannons of this redoubt, 


| with thoſe fixed on the left flank of Fontenoy, muſt 


make ſuch a firing, as one would think ſhould 


| ſtop all the efforts of the moſt determined army. 


Had the Engliſb attempted to make their way 
by the wood of Barri, there was another re- 
doubt mounted with cannon prepared for them 
there; or if inclined to take a longer way about, 
they would have met entrenchments to be forced, 
and have been expoſed to the fire of two batteries 
of cannon on the high road of Leuze. Thus the 
marſhal was armed on every ſide, having made 
the moſt of his ground. 

The diſpoſition of the troops was as follows: 
Counts de la Marck and de POrge were charged 
with the poſt of Antoin, where were five batta- 
lions of Piedmont, one of Biron, with ten pieces of 


cannon, The marquis de Crill;n was cloſe by 
H 3 the 
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the neareſt redoubt to Antoin, with his regiment, 
having dragoons at his left to ſupport them. 

The village of Fontenoy was in the care of 
count de la Vauguion, who had under him the 
ſon of the marquis de Meuze Choiſeul, with the 
regiment Dauphin, of which this young watriour 
(Unce dead) was then colonel. The duke & 
Biron, lieutenant-general, was at the head of 
the king's regiment, which he commanded near 
Fontenoy; on his left was viſcount 4 Aubeterre, 
with the regiment of his name. 

Pretty near on the ſame line were ranged four 
battalions of the French guards, two of Swiſs, 
and the regiment of courtin, which covered the 
ground from Fontenoy to the wood of Barri. At 
about two hundred toiſes behind them, were fifty- 
two ſquadrons oſ horſe. The duke of Harcourt, 
count 4 EHrcet, the duke of Penthievre, were the 
generals of the firſt line. Meſſieurs de Clermont 
Gallerande, du Chaila, and 4 Apcher, led on the 
ſecond : between theſe lines of cavalry there had 
been placed, ſince morning, the regiment of /a 
Couronne, Hainaut, Soiſſons, and Royal. 

On the left was poſted the ih Brigade, under 
the command of lord Clare; and on a little plain 
of about eight hundred paces farther on, was the 
regiment des Vaiſſeaux, whole then colonel was 
the marquis de Guerchi. Between the brigades 
were monſieur de Clermont Tonnerre, and prince 
de Pons of the family of Lorrain, at the head of 
the horſe-brigade of Royal Rouſſillon. 

All theſe diſpoſitions made, the return of day 
was expected with univerſal filence, At four 

o'clock 
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o'clock in the morning marſhal 4+ Saxe viſited 
all the poſts ; which fatigue increaſed his pains 
ſo far, that he could neither walk nor ride, 
therefore got into his oſier vehicle for ſome 
time. 

Count 4 Argenſon, at the dawn of day, went 
to ſee if the artillery of the redoubts and villages 
were in good order, and if the field pieces were 
ready, Tho' he had ordered a hundred, there 
were but ſixty come up; ſo the miniſter's perſo- 
nal inſpection and orders were very neceſſary on 
this occaſion. He ordered the forty, which were 
wanting, to be brought up; but from the un- 
avoidable tumult and perplexity in ſuch circum- 
ſtances, the number of balls requiſite for ſuch 
a quantity of artillery was defective. 

The field-pieces were four pounders, and 
were drawn by men. Thoſe in the villages, in 
the redoubts, and thoſe pointed againſt the Dutch 
on the E/caut, were from four to fixteen pounders. 
Two battalions of royal artillery were diftribu- 
ted in Antoin, in Fontenoy, and in the redoubts, 
under the command of monſieur de Brecard, lieu- 
tenant general of the artillery. 

The enemy had eighty pieces of cannon, and 
eight mortars. The cannonading began on 
both fides. Marſhal Saxe told marſhal de 
Noailies, that he believed the allies intended 
nothing farther than cannonading, and in fo 
doing lent them a deſign they had not, but which 
he would have put in practice, if in their ſitua- 
tion, which was to keep the French army in con- 
tinual alarms; and by that means, If not able to 

compel 
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compel them to raiſe the ſiege, at leaſt protract 
the taking of Tournay; for they were poſted in 
ſuch a manner as not to be attacked but at a 
very great riſk, and could continually harraſs 
the beſieging army. 

This was the opinion of old gegeral Konig ſeg. 
but the impetuoſity of the duke of Cumberland, 
and the ſelf-ſufficiency of the Engl; troops, were 
deaf to all advice. Marſhal de Noailles, who was 
near Fontenoy when the cannonading began, 
went to inform marſhal Saxe of the works he 
had made the preceding night, in order to join 
the village of Fontenoy to the firlt of the three 
redoubts, between Fontenoy and Antoin. He 
acted as his firſt Aide de Camp, facrificing the 
too common jealouſy of generals to the good of 
his country, and forgetting himſelf in behalf of 
a younger commander and a ſtranger. Marſhal 
de Saxe had a thorough ſenſe of ſuch magnani- 
mous behaviour, and there never was a ſtricter 
union between two great men, above all the lit- 
tleneſs of meaner ſouls, 

The good marſhal de Noailles, on ſeeing the 
duke of Grammort, ſaid to him, Come, nephew, 
« it is proper that we embrace on a day of 
« battle, for perhaps we ſhall never ſee each 
% other more.” Having embraced affectionate- 
ly, marſhal Js Noailles went to the king, to 
give him an account of all the poſts he had vi- 
ſited. 

The duke de Grammont met count Lowwendahbl, 
who advanced with him near to the firſt redoubt 
of the wood of Barri, over-againſt an Eng/;b 
battery, 
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battery. The duke of Grammont's horſe being 


ſhot with a cannon ball, count Lowendabl was 


all over blood, and ſeeing a piece of bloody fleſh 
drop into the duke's boot, “ take care, ſaid the 
count, your horſe is killed:” “ And I to,” 
replied the duke. His thigh was ſhivered with the 
blow, he was carried off the field, and before 
Mr. Peyronie the firſt ſurgeon could come up to 
him, he expired, 

The artillery on both ſides continued a briſk 
firing until eight in the morning, nor did the 
allies as yet appear to have any fixed deſign. 
About ſeven the Erg/i> had moved to the 
ground of Fontenoy, and attacked it on every 
ſide; they threw in bombs, one of which fell at 
the feet of marſhal Saxe, while he was ſpeaking 
to count Lowwendahl. The Dutch were advanced 
towards Antoin; theſe two attacks were equally 
well ſuſtained. The count de Vauguion, who 
commanded in Fontenoy, having the young count 
de Meuxe under him, conſtantly repulſed the Eng- 
4%. He had made intrenchments in his village, 
and gave orders to the regiment of Dauphin never 
to fire without command, which was punQually 
oveyed; and at every diſcharge they cried, © Long 
*« live the king!“ 

Counts de da Marck and de Lorges, in Antoin, 
kept off the Dutch infantry and cavalry. The 
marquis de Chambonas ſuſtained couragiouſſy all 
the attacks at the redoubt D'EA. The Engiiþ 
attacked Fontenoy three times, and the Dutch 
preſented themſelves twice before 4ntoin. At 


their ſecond attempt a Dutch ſquadron was ” 
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moſt entirely carried off by the cannon of Anton, 
there not remaining above fifteen men; and in 
conſequence the Dutch ated more cautious and 
ſhy in all their ſubſequent approaches. 

The king and the dauphin were near the ex- 
ecution place of our lady of the wood (votre dame 
des Bois); the balls from the Eng /iſb artillery flying 
far over them; even the mufket- balls reached 
where they were, and count D'Argenſon's ſer- 
vant was wounded in the forchead far behind the 
king. 

He obſerved attentively from this place, equi- 
diſtant from the different corps, all that pafſed, 
and was the firſt to perceive that the enemy by 
attacking Antoin and Fenteney, intended to point 
all their efforts that way. It therefore appeared 
to him unneceſſary to let remain ncar Ramecroix 
the regiments of Normandy, Auvergne, and Tou- 
raine; he ſent orders to the regiment of Normandy 
to advance near the Ii Brigade, and that the 
regiments of Auvergne and Teuraire ſhould fall 
more to the rear of them; but this he did not 
do without the advice (or rather the private di- 
rections of the generals) modeſtly ſaying, that 
his chief motive to come to that battle, was in 
order to inſtruct himſelf and his ſon in military 
affairs. 

He drew near Antoin at the very time the 
Dutch made this ſecond attack on it; cannon 
balls fell all around him (as the French ſay) and 
he betrayed no ſymptoms of fear, but returned 
to his firſt poſt, where he obſerved with ſome 
kind of amazement, that the balls fired ſrom the 


Engliſh 
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Ergliſb batteries raiſed on the ſides of the woods 
of Barre, fell on the regiment of Royal Rou/lon, 
which made not the leaſt movement, by which 
their danger and loſs could be gueſſed at. 

Till between ten and eleven o'clock, the at- 
tack of the enemies was nothing more than what 
marſhal Saxe had at firſt ſurmiſed it would be, 
conſiſting of an undeciſive firing on the villages 
and redoubts. The duke of Cumberland reſolved 
to pierce between the redoubts of the woods of 
Barri and Fontenoy. There was a deep ravin to 
be paſſed over, expoſed to the battery of the re- 


doubt, and on the other fide of the ravin, the 


French army. What had induced the duke to 
undertake fo perilous an enterpriſe, was one of 
his officers, named Ingolaſty, not having executed 
his orders to attack the redoubt of Ez. For had 
this redouht been taken, he could have made his 
whole army advance under the protection of the 
cannon of this redoubt, which he would have 
turned againſt the French. 

Notwithſtanding this diſappointment, the Eng- 
lifþ marched boldly over the ravin, keeping their 
ranks, and drawing their cannon with them; they 
formed themſelves in three lines cloſe wedged, 
and advanced towards batteries of cannon which 
made a tremendous fire on them; whole ranks 
dropt on the right and left, which were imme- 
diately replaced, and the cannon which they had 
brought with them againſt Fontenoy and the re- 
doubts, returned the fire of the French artillery. 


In this order they marched undauntedly, pre- 
ceded 
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ceded by ſix pieces of cannon, having ſix more 
in the middle of their lines. 

Over againſt them were four battalions of 
French guards, with two battalions of Sai guards 
on their left, the regiment of Courten on their 
right, near which was that of D' Aubeterre, and a 
little further on the regiment Du Roy, .along the 
edge of the hollow way to Fontenoy: it was a riſing 
ground from the place the French guards ſtood to 
where the Eng/i were forming themſelves. 

The officers of the French guards ſaid to each 
other, let us go take the Engliſß cannon ;" to- 
wards which they ran up with their grenadiers, 
and were aſtoniſhed to find an army drawn up 
before them; and having loſt by their artillery 
and muſketry ſixty, the reſt returned to their ranks 
with precipitatoin. 

The Engliſb continued their march; the line 
of French infantry compoſed of French guards, 
Sawi/s, the regiment of Courten, D' Aubeterre, &c. 
advanced towards the enemy, and were now with- 
in fifty paces of a regiment of Exgliſ guards, 
Campbell's regiment, and the Royal Scots were 
next, with whom were lieutenant- general Camp- 
bell, the earl of Albemarle major-general, and Mr, 
Churchil brigadier- general. 

The Engliſb officers took off their hats, and 
ſaluted the French. Count Chabannes, and duke 
de Biron, who were in the front of their corps, 
returned the ſalute. Lord Charles Hay, captain 
of the Engliſb guards, cried out, Gentlemen 
of the French guards, fire,” Count D' 4u- 
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85 
troc he, then lieutenant, and ſince captain of gre- 
nadiers, anſwered aloud, Gentlemen, we ne- 
« yer fire firſt, do you begin.” The Eng- 
Ii captain then gave orders to his to fire, 
which was a continued one: the Eng; ſeemed 
a moving body of fire to the French, whoſe ſight 
was dazzled with the continued blaze, and hear- 
ing deafened with the uninterrupted noiſe. 

Nineteen officers of the French guards were 
killed at the firſt general diſcharge, and ninety- 
five ſoldiers; two hundred and eighty-five were 
wounded; great havock were made in the Swiſs. 
The colonel, lieutenant-colonel, four officers, 
and ſeventy-five ſoldiers of the regiment of Cour- 
ten, dropt, beſides fourteen officers, and two hun- 
dred ſoldiers dangerouſly wounded. 

The firſt line of the French being thus ſwept 
away, the three remaining looked behind, and 
ſeeing no cavalry near enough to them, they fled. 
The duke of Grammont their colonel, and the 
firſt lieutenant-general, who might have kept 
them to their duty, were dead; Mr. de Luttaux, 
the ſecond licutenant-general, came up as they 
fled. * The Exgliſ ſtill marched flowly on, as if 
they were only exercifing: the majors were ſeen 
levelling the ſoldiers muſkets with their canes, 
that they might ſhoot low and ſtraight. 

The Exgli army had now got clear of Fox- 
tenoy, and the redoubt. Tho' they had moved 
in three lines before, being here pinched by the 
dipoſition of the ground, they wedged themſelves 
into a long and thick column, impenetrable by 
its maſs, and much more ſo by its courage. 

J This 
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This dreadful column marched towards the 
regiment D' Aubeterre, Mr. de Lutteaux, at the 
news of this approaching danger, ran to them 
from Fontenoy, where he had been dangerouſly 
wounded ; his aid de camp entreated him to have 
his wound dreſſed, but his anſwer was, „The 
« ſervice of the king is a more immediate objed 
« to me at preſent than life!” 

He advanced with the duke of Biron, at the 
head of the regiment of D' Aubeterre, led on by 
the colonel of the ſame name. Unfortunate 
Luttaux received two mortal wounds; Bir 
had a horſe killed under him: a hundred ard 
thirty ſoldiers of D'Aubeterre were killed, and 
two hundred wounded. The duke de Biren, 
with the regiment Dz Roi, which he command. 
ed, by flanking the left of the column, ſtopt its 
progreſs. A regiment of Exgliſb guards detach. 
ed itſelf from the column, advancing a few ſtep: 
towards him, killed three of his captains, wound- 
ed fifteen others, and twelve lieutenants, dil. 
abled ſeventy-nine ſoldiers, and killed two hun- 
dred and ſixty- ſix. 

The regiment de la Courorne, then but a little 
ſpace behind that of Du Roi, preſented itſelf to 
the Engliſbꝰ column. Its colonel, Duc D'Hawr: 
lieutenant-colonel, and in the whole thirty-ſe- 
ven officers, were diſabled by their wounds, with 
about two hundred and ſixty ſoldiers. The regi- 
ment Soi ſonois, which ſucceeded to la Couronze, 
had fourteen officers wounded, loſt one hundred 
and thirty ſoldiers. The regiment Royal, which 
was with that of J Couronne, loſt more than any 
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other regiment at theſe attacks; having ſix offi- 
cers, and a hundred and thirty-ſix ſoldiers killed, 
with thirty-two officers and five hundred and nine 
ſoldiers wounded, 

The Engliſ, who advanced on the regiment 
Dz Roi, might have taken Fontenoy behind, whilſt 
they cannonaded it on another ſide, which, if they 
had, the battle was loſt to the French without any 
hopes of recovery. The duke of Biron put grena- 


diers into the hollow way, to keep the Exgliſb in 


check: whilſt the regiments Du Roi, la Couronne, 
D' Aubeterre, were entrench'd behind heaps of their 
ſlain and wounded companions, two battalions of 
French and Swiſs guards were ſneaking off diffe- 
rent ways, by the lines of the cavalry, who were 
a good way behind them. The officers, who 
ſtrove to rally them, met with Mr. de Luttaux, 
“ Ah! gentlemen,” ſaid he, © do not expect me 
« to rally; for I am dangerouſly wounded, and 
* muſt retire!” he died ſoon after, in great pain. 
Before he had retired, he ſaid to the ſoldiers of 
the French guards whom he met, © Go, my friends, 
and join your comrades, who form the guard 
« of Pont Calonne; others fled with precipita- 
tion through a little hollow way leading from 
Barri to the very place where the king was. 

Their grenadiers, with what remained of the 
two batralions, rallied under count de? Chabannes, 
near the redoubt of Ea; and theſe continued with 
M. de la Sonne, who formed them into a battalion 
which he commanded, being, tho' very young, 
the eldeſt captain able to act, all the others were 
killed or wounded. 
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The compact and reſolute Exglißʒ column til 
gained ground: marſhal Saxe, who beheld the 
uncertainty of ſucceſs with great calmneſ;, 
ſent word to the king by marquis de Meuſe, tha 
he conjured him to retire beyond the bridge with 
the dauphin, and that he would do all in hi 
power to recover affairs; That I know he 
will,” replied the king, but I will not move 
* from hence.” 

This monarch diſpatched his aid de camps 
every moment from brigade to brigade, and fron 
poſt to poſt, who returned ſucceſſively to him; 
with accounts of what paſled. The order 0 
battle was now changed from what it had been 


in the beginning; for, of the firſt line of ca- 


valry, there remained now but half. Coun 


d"Eftrees's diviſion was near Aulcin, under the 


duke of Harcourt, making head with his dra- 
goons, and Crillon's regiment againſt the Dutch, 
leſt they ſhould penetrate by that fide, whilſt the 
Engliſb on the other began to be victorious. The 
other half of the line, the duke of Harcourt's 
divifhon, was under count 4 EHrects, and march- 
ed againſt the Englih. M. de Fiennes led on 
his regiment, M. de Cernay the Croats, and 
duke Fitzjames an Iriſb regiment of horſe, call. 
ed by his name: but, alas! what could fo 
ſmall a body of cavalry do againſt ſo firm, and 
ſo well diſciplined a column of infantry, whole 
continual hedge-firing ſcattered all theſe little 
ſeparated bodies, which preſented themſelves one 
after the other; beſides, it is very well known, 
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that the horſe can do very little againſt the foot 
in cloſe wedged ranks. 

Marſhal Saxe was in the midſt of all this fire, 
and though much weakened by his malady, he 
ruſhed forward to make the ſecond line of 
cavalry advance againſt the column. The count 
de Noailles led on his brigade, and fell on with 
impetuoſity. The marquis of Vignacourt, cap- 
tain in his regiment, moved with his ſquadron 
to a flank of the column; it got among the 
Engliſh ranks, and but fourteen of them, with 
M. Vignacourt, eſcaped alive. An Exgliſb ſol- 
dier run his bayonet with ſuch force through 
Vignacourt's boot into his leg, that there it ſtuck 
with the muſket; the horſe having ſeveral 
wounds, ran away with his maſter. The butt- 
end of the muſket trailing on the ground, ſtill 
raiſed the bayonet, which tore the wound larger; 
he died ſoon after: of the fourteen, ten were 
taken priſoners, whom the Erg/i/b ſent back next 
day, in confideration of their gallant behaviour. 

Count D' Argenſon, ſon of the miniſter of 
war, with his regiment of Berry, attacked at 
the ſame time Fiennes did; he charged three 
times at the head of a ſingle ſquadron, which 
gave riſe to a ſhort-lived rumour of his death. 
Count de Brionne, chevalier % Brancas, mar- 
quis de Chabrillant, led on and rallied their ca- 
valry ; but their different corps were all repulſed, 
one after the other. Count de Clermont, Tonnere, 
count 4 Eſtrets, and the marquis % Craſſi, appꝛar- 
ed every where; the general officers ran from 
brizade to brigade, 
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The colonel general Fiennes, and the Croats, 
were roughly handled ; they loſt twelve officers. 
Prince Clermont had twenty-two wounded, In 
ſhort, they could get no ground of the enemy, 
and all the efforts they made, ſtill added to their 
loſs. 

The more the Exgliſ column advanced, the 
more it deepened, and was the better able to re- 
pair its continual loſſes, from ſo many repeated 
attacks. It marched unmoved over the dead 
and wounded of both ſides; and though in three 
diviſions, ſeemed to form but one body of about 
faxteen thouſand men, 

A great number of the French horſe were 
driven in diſorder to the place where the king 
and his fon were, who were ſeparated from each 
other by the precipitate movement of the crowd. 
The king, though concerned, did not change 
countenance, nor let eſcape any mark of anger 
or uneaſineſs. But having obſerved about two 
hundred horſe ſcattered behind him, he ſaid to a 
Chevaux Leger, Go, in my name, rally thoſe men, 
and lead them on to the enemy, which he did; 
his name was Jouy; and not thinking that he 
had done ary thing more than his duty, it was 
a long time before the miniſter of war could 
come to a knowledge of it, in order to reward 
him. 

During this diſorder, the brigades of the 
guards de corps, who had been in reſerve, moved 
of themſelves to the enemy; the chevalier De 
Suzi and Saumery were killed. Four ſquadrons 
of the Cent D' Armes arrived at the ſame time 


from 
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from Douay; and, notwithſtanding the fatigue 
they had undergone in a march of ſeven leagues, 
they went to attack the enemy; but all thoſe 
freſh ſuccours, like thoſe who preceded them, 
were received by the enemy with the ſame intre- 
pidity, and the ſame continued fire. 

Voung count de Chevrier was killed. The 
chevalier de Monaco, ſon of the duke of Falen- 
tinois, was wounded in the leg, and M. du 
Gueſclin in the foot. The carabineers came 
next to the charge, had fix officers killed, and 
twenty wounded. No meaſures had been con- 
certed for all theſe attacks, they might be juſtly 
called falſe fires, and will never prevail againſt 
bravery, when under the guidance of diſcipline 
and order. | 

Marſhal Saxe almoſt exhauſted, was ſtill on 
horſeback, and moved ſlowly amidſt the fire; 
he paſſed before the front of the Engh/b column, 
in order to take a view of the wood of Barri on 
the left. The ſame attempts were made there 
as on-the right, but proved all vain efforts againſt 
the advancing column. 

The Englyh faced about to the ſeveral regi- 
ments, preſenting themſelves one after the other, 
pointed their cannon a-propos, and firing by di- 
viſions, ſtill fed their fire while attacked, and 
ceaſed it with the attack ceafing. M. Saxe ſeeing 
a French regiment engaged, of which whole 
ranks fell, without the body's yielding ground, 
he aſked which it was? being told des Vaſſeaux 
commanded by monſieur de Guerchi he expreſſed 
his ſatisfaction. Two and thirty officers of this 
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regiment were wounded, and one third of the 
ſoldiers killed or diſabled, | 

The regiment of Hainault did not ſuffer leſs; 
the ſon of prince Craon, governor of Tuſcany, its 
colonel, was killed, and the lieutenant-colonel 
mortally wounded near him. Nineteen officers 
of this corps were dangerouſly wounded, and two 
hundred and fixty ſoldiers killed. 

The regiment of Normandy came up, and had 
as great a loſs in officers and ſoldiers as that 
of Hainault; lieutenant-colonel Solenci headed 
it; the king praiſed his courage in the held of 
battle, and promoted him after to the rank of 
brigadier- general. Some of the 1-14 brigades 
attacked the column in flank; colonel Dillon, 
with thirteen officers were killed, and fifty-ſix 
wounded. 

Marſhal Saxe paſſed a-new before the front of 
the column, which was advanced a hundred paces 
beyond the redoubts of Eu and Fontenoy. He 
went to ſee what ſituation Fontenoy was in, which 
having no balls left, the enemy's artillery was an- 
ſwered by the ſimple fire of powder. 

M. de Brocard, lieutenant-general of the ar- 
tillery, and ſeveral other officers of the ſame 
corps, had received mortal wounds, he entreat- 
ed the duke D'Harcourt, whom he met, to go 
and prevail on the king to retire; he ſent or- 
ders to the count % la March, who had the 
guard of Arntoin, to move from thence with the 
regiment of P:edmont. The battle ſeemed to 
be loſt without reſource: the field-pieces were 

brought 
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brought in from every ſide, thoſe of Fontenay, al- 
though balls had been brought, were juſt on the 
point of being carried off as ſeveral equipages 
had been already. 

Marſhal Saxe's intention was, to make one 
deciſive effort more againſt the Erg/ column, 
which had greatly ſuffered, tho' it {till preſerved 
the ſame appearance as to depth, and was aſto- 
niſhed at finding itſelf in the middle of the French 
field of battle, without any of their own caval- 


ry near; however, it affected a commanding. 


look, as if poſſeſſed of the field of battle, which, 
had the Dutch paſſed between the redoubts of Bet- 
tens, and ſeconded them, the victory was undoubt- 
edly theirs, there being no reſource left, not 
even a retreat for the army, nor perhaps one for 
the king and his ſon: the ſucceſs of the laſt ef- 
fort was very uncertain. 

Marſhal Saxe ſenſible, that conqueſt or a de- 
feat muſt enſue, bethought him of the means of 
a ſure retreat, in the very time he was doing all 
in his power to obtain a complete victory: he 
ſent orders to count de la Marck to evacuate An- 
tein, and to draw near the bridge of Calonne, 
in order to favour their retreat, in caſe of a 
diſaſter, 


Count de la Marck was very much grieved at 


this order, the eſfect of which would be, the 
Dutch making themſelves maſters of Antoin, 
and turning the cannon there on the king's 
troops. The marſhal ſent a ſecond order to him 
by M. Dailvorde his aid de camp, which was 


alſo notified to count de Lorges ; and that he 
ſhould 
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ſhould be reſponſible for the execution; forced, 
he obeyed, deſpairing of any ſucceſs that day; 
but the greateſt events depend ſometimes on trifles 
light as air, on a miſtake, or ſome unforeſeen 
incident. 

Thoſe who were near the king, had reaſon 
to think the battle was loſt, knowing that there 
were no balls in Fontenoy, and that the greateſt 
number of thoſe employed about the artillery 
had been killed; that the poſt where Mr. ge 
Chambonas was alſo wanted balls, and that the 
village of Antoin was upon the point of being 
evacuated, 

Thoſe about the duke of Cumberland could 
not have a better opinion of the fortune of 
the day on their fide, thinking themſelves 
ſtill expoſed to the fire of Fontenoy, and the re- 
doubt of Barri, not knowing that they had 
been fired at for ſome time with powder only, 
The Dutch alſo ignorant of the orders for eva- 
cuating Antoin, did not think of moving thither, 
The Engliß horſe, which would have com- 
pleted the diſorder cauſed by the column of their 
foot, did not appear to aſſiſt them, there being 
no other way of coming up to them but by Fon- 
tenoy, or the redoubt, whoſe batteries fill fired 
with equal vehemence, but unknown to them 
that it was without ball. 

If it ſhould be aſked here, why the Eng/ih 
general had not at firlt ſtrove to make himſelf 
maſter of the redoubt, whoſe cannon he might 
have afterwards turned upon the French, which 
vould have ſecured the victory to them? It is 
laid, 
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ſaid, that it had been his intention; and that, 
ſo early as eight o'clock in the morning, orders 
had been given to general /ngo/4/by, to enter into 
the woods of Barri, with four regiments, to attack 
the redoubt; which, as he was about to attempt, 
he perceived the artillery of the place pointed 
againſt him, and ſome battalions lying on the 
ground in wait for him. Subſequent to which 
diſcovery, he went to apply for ſome cannon, 
which general Campbell promiſed to ſend to him, 
but he having been killed early by a ball, ſhot 
from the redoubt, was the occaſion of the can- 
non's not coming time enough; and this in- 
duced the duke of Cumberland, unwilling to 
loſe any time, to march with his intrepid in- 
fantry before the fire of the redoubt; and this 
enterprize, which ought, on the very ſetting 
out, to have proved fatal to him, ſucceeded as yer 
by the dint of the valour of his troops: what 
cannot Exgliſb troops attempt, let them be but 
well commanded ? 

A hurried and tumultuous kind of council 
was held in preſence of the, French king; he 
had received a meſſage from the general to re- 
tire, and was entreated in the name of France 
not to expoſe himſelf any more. The duke of 
Richelieu, who ſerved as aid de camp to the king, 
came up at this jurcture; he had been to re- 
connoitre the column at Fontenoy; he had run 
about and fought every where, without receiv- 
ing a wound, and preſented himſelf before the 
king quite out of breath, covered with duſt, and 
his ſword drawn: Well, what news? faid 
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marſhal de Noailles to him — My news is,“ re- 
plied Richelieu, That the day is ours yet, if we 
* pleaſe; and my advice is, that four pieces of 
cannon be, without loſs of time, drawn up before 
the column, and during theſe batteries play in 
on the column, our other troops ſhall — 
it;' which, after ſome debate, was agreed upon. 
M. de Sennewal, lievtenant of the artillery, 
pointed the four pieces of cannon over againſt 
the column. The duke ds Richlieu galloped 
with all ſpeed, to bid the houſhold march, in 
the king's name. M. Montaſſon, their commander, 
received with joy theſe orders from the duke, and 
led them on with alacrity. 

The prince de Sonbiſe aſſembled the Gent 
D' Armes whom he commanded, and then the 
duke of Peguigni, now duke of Chaulnes, put 
himſelf at the head of the Cheveaux Legers; the 
different corps formed themſelves, and advanc- 
ed. The four ſquadrons of Gens D' Armes ad- 
vanced on the right of the king's houſhold, the 
horſe grenadiers at their head, under monſieur 
as Grille their captain. The muſquetaires, com- 
manded by monſieur 4e Jumilbac, marched on 
with rapidity. 

The dauphin too (they ſay) was running 
with his ſword drawn, to lead on his father's 
houſhold ; but ſome good-natured perſon, as 
there are never wanting on theſe occaſions, ſtopt 
him for the ſake of France, not his own, which, 
upon due conſideration, he conſented to. Tt 
is really nauſeating to read the minute and 
puerile detail of French writers, of the dictated 

ſay- 
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ſayings, and prepared intervenings of the aſto- 
niſhing heroiſm of their princes, who (hear 
them) ſurpaſs all others. 

In this deciſive moment, count D'Eu, and 
the duke de Biron were afflifted to ſee the troops 
defiling from their poſt at Antoin; count de la 
Marck, who led them out, did it with great re- 
gret, but by the remonſtrances of theſe officers, 
who informed count Saxe, juſt coming that 
way, of the king's reſolution, they were ordered 
to return into Antoin; though much indiſpoſed, 
he ran from right to left, then to the ich bri- 
gade, on whom he had great dependence, and 
recommended to all the troops he met coming 
up, that they would do nothing tumultuouſly, 
but act all in concert. 

While he ſtopt at the Y brigade, with count 
Lowendabl and lord Clare, the duke de Biron, 
count D'Eu. marquis de Croiſi, were on the right, 
over-againſt the left flank of the column, on a 
riſing-ground; they perceived the Irie brigade 
bearing down on its left flank. * Now is the 
time, ſaid they to each other, for us to march, 
and put an end tothe buſineſs of this day.” 

Monſ. de Biron led on the regiment du Roz, 
thoſe of D' Aubeterre and Courten followed; an 
univerſal harmony ſeemed diffuſed through all 
the bodies marching together. Lord Clare, 
(now marthal Thomond) led on the Iriſb brigade 
to attack the column in front, the other troops 
attacked it in the flanks. The hollow-way, 
which ſeparated them from the Eng// column, 
was ſoon got over by the French forces, who 
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fired at, and now ran upon the harraſſed Eng- 
Ii (unrelieved by any new corps) with ſcrewed 
bayonets: they were obliged to yield to ſuch ſu- 
periority of numbers, and diverſified attacks, hav- 
ing done as much as mortals ever did, and will 
ever appear in the eſtimation of judges of true 
military glory, conquerors, though conquered. 
What was the number that gave all this trouble? 
ſixteen thouſand; had there been a few thou- 
ſands more ſuch men! 

In the purſuit, the French killed ſeveral of the 
Triſh, in taking them for parties of the Engi;/þ 
army, their uniforms being very much alike; 
however, they deſerved it, for fighting ſo bravely 
in ſo bad a cauſe, and being principally inſtru- 
mental in the ſucceſs of that day. 

Expreſs on expreſs was ſent from every com- 
manding officer, to inform the king of the vic- 
tory. 

ke the Engliſb officers ſlain, were general 
Campbell, general Ponſonby, lord Albemarle's bro- 
ther, five colonels, five captains of the guards, 


with a great number of ſubaltern officers. The 


Engliſh re paſſed the ravin between Fontenoy and 
the redoubt in the greateſt diſorder; the ground 
which the column had occupied, as well as the ra- 
vin, were covered with dead and wounded. How 
ever, the French loſt a far greater number of of- 
cers of the firſt, and of all ranks, as well as of 
common men, than the Exgliſb, allowing all man- 

ner of proportion for the difference of numbers. 
The French king having returned publick 
thanks to marſhal Saxe, then rode from rank 5 
rank, 
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rank, paying to each corps the encominms due 
to their gallant behaviour. A few days after, 
marſhal Saxe having received intelligence, that 
ſome parties of the army of the allies were re- 
turned to Leuze, in order to harraſs the French 
troops beſieging Tournay, he ſent a detachment 
after, which routed them. 

The ſiege was ſo vigorouſly carried on, that 
on the 22d of the ſaid month the commander 
hoiſted a white flag, and withdrew into the cita- 
del with his garriſon, where he made a brave de- 
fence, till the 19th of Jane; and a breach being 
then made twenty toiſes wide, he furrendered to 
the king on the 2oth. 

In the capitulation, his majeſty granted the 
honours of war to the beſieged, four pieces of 
cannon, whereon were the arms of Ho!/and; but 
on condition, that for eighteen months they were 
not to act againſt him or his allies, nor enter in- 
to the pay of any other power, nor perform any 
military function whatſoever; nay, not fo much 
as be employed as garriſon troops in places the 
moſt diſtant from Bavaria. 

The preſence of the allied army was of no 
other uſe than to add a luſtre to the taking of 
the town and citadel of Tournay. It was dur. 
ing the ſiege of the latter, that Lewis the XVI, 
ſtudious of giving new marks of his royal bene- 
volence to count Saxe, ordered a' brevet to be 
made out, by which the honours and entries of 
the Louvre were granted to this general, which 
are looked upon as a very diſtinguiſhed favour by 
the French courtiers, but would not, perhaps, be 
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thought a mighty matter in Exgland, if it were 
the cuſtom, and his preſent majeſty inclined to 
grant them. And much about the ſame time, 
he ordered two other brevets to-be made in his 
behalf, granting him eſſentials; in the one, an 
additional penſion of 40, ocbbelivers a year. and 
in the other the caſtle of Chamband, with all its 
appurtenances, 

'The French army having repoſed before Tour- 
nay, 1t marched from thence in five columns the 
firſt of Jah. The victorichs French king, and 
his triumphant fon the duuphin rode at the head 
of the center, 


The taking of Gurxxwr, Bavers, Ovu- 
DENARDFE, OsSTENnD, NIEVORT, 
AETH, 


In order that they might facceed | in ſurprizing 
Ghent, his majeſty's intention was by different 
motions to conceal their march: count Lowen- 
dah] made acquainted with the deſign, was de- 
tached towards Oudenarde, under pretext of in- 
veſling that place, and having arrived near Cent, 
on the evening of the ioth, he attacked the 
City next day at ten, and by ſcalading took it, 
He carried off four hundred priſoners, of which 
number were ſeventy Engl officers. He 
feized on all the equipages, magazines both of 
artillery and proviſions there. He obliged the 
garriſon of the caſtle to ſurrender priſoners of 
war two days aſter, 
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The taking of Ghent intimidated the allied 
army, and the Britiſb hero, tho' defeated, was 
meditating on ſeveral projects, without being able 
to fix on any. On the night between the 17th 
and 18th, count Saxe detached marquis de Souwre 
with four hundred dragoons, four piquets, 2 hun- 
dred and fifty graſſins, and four hundred grena- 
diers to take Bruges, The inhabitants opened 
the gates of the town at his approach; and ſub- 
mitted themſelves to the French king. 

All things properly diſpoſed for the beſieging 
of Oudenarde in the night between the 18th and 
19th, M. de Lowendahl opened the trenches. On 
the 21ſt the governor hung out the white flag 
at ſix in the evening. On the 25th the garriſon, 
conſiſting of twelve hundred men, marched out 
of the place, and after they had filed off before his 
majeſty, laid down their arms, being priſoners of 
war; and, as agreed on by capitulation, were con- 
ducted to Tournay, Thirty-ſix pieces of cannon, 
with plenty of proviſions and forage, were found 
in Oudenarde. 

M. de Lowendah! marched to Ofend,. while- 
the king's army remained at Dender monde. Not- 
withſtanding that place was fo difficult of aeceſs, 
he conducted the ſiege of it with ſo much judg- 
ment and ſpirit, that the garriſon, which was 
four thouſand ſtrong, and received continual ſup- 
plies from ſea, found-itſelf reduced to the neceſſi- 
ty of capitulating the 23d of Augyp, fix days af- 
ter the trenches had been opened. 

Immediately after M. as Lowendab! ſont. five: 
hundred foot, and fifty dragoons, to polt thgm-- 
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ſelves near Meuport: he marched with the reſt 
of his troops the 28th; on the zoth he inveſted 
Nieuport, and opened the trenches the zoth of 
September in the night: the works were puſhed 
on ſo vigorouſly, that the commander cauſed a 
Parley to be beaten che 5th of Q#ober in tho 
morning. He and his garriſon were obliged to 
furrender priſoners of war, the terms of his ca- 
pitulation being rejected. 

The king and dauphin returned to Paris, 
where as well as on the road thither, were 
all manner of congratulations. and rejoicings. 
But count Saxe, who had reſolved within himſelf 
to conAude the campaign with the taking of 
Heth, named count Clermont Gallerande to direct 
the ſiege. In the night between the ſecond and 
third of October the trenches were opened be- 
fore it; and on the eighth the governor demand- 
ing to capitulate, the honours of war were grant- 
ed to him. | 

By this laſt conqueſt the French king's troops 
were {ure of plentiful and peaceable winter quar- 
ters. The duke of Cumberland having diſtributed 
his army, embarked for England, where his pre- 
ſence was much wanted on account of. the young 
pretender being then in Great Britain, at the 
head of fome revel Highlanders who had taken 
up arms in his behalf. 

But count Saxe, who meditated a winter expe- 
dition of the greateſt importance, did not quit 


is quarters, and ordered his troops to make ſuch 


2 diverſity of movements, that the generals of 
the 
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the army of the allies could never unravel what 
he would be at; and his not leaving the army 
ſtill encreaſed their ſolicitude: but his having 
permitted moſt of the officers to retire, and re- 
taining but thoſe few about him whom he thought 
the propereſt to execute his meditated ſcheme, 
they began to deſiſt from their ſuſpicion of any 
mighty project. 


The Siege of BaussgEIs. 


In order to Tull them the more in a falſe ſecu- 
rity, he ordered his having returned to Verſatiles 
to be induitriouſly rumoured, and to reach the 
enemy in ſuch a manner, as ſnould convince them 
of the certainty of it; which done, on the 28th 
of January 1746, he ſent orders to his troops to 
march from their quarters to the river Sexne, and 
to the canal of Yiiverden, above and below Bruf- 
elt. That day, accordingly, they cantoned in the 
villages and boronghs next to the Dender; and 
they continued their march from thence the next 
day, in order to go and take poſſeſſion of their de- 
ſtined poſts. Theſe movements were ſo well ex- 
ecuted, that the city of Brufels was inveſted on 
all ſides on the zoth. 

Count Saxe thought of every method to ſecure 
the ſoldiers from the ſeverity of the weather, as 
alſo how to tranſport the artillery in that bad 
ſeaſon of the year, which be:ng arrived in the 
night between the ſeventh and eighth of Febru- 
ary, the trenches were opened by count Legui. 

Aontmorency,. 
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Montmorency, with ten battalions, ten companies 
of grenadiers, four hundred dragoons, and ſix- 
teen hundred pioneers. The troops entered the 
trenches at midnight. 'The pioneers could not 
finiſh the parallel it froze ſo very hard. 

Marquis de Beaufremont relieved the trenches 
next day: the beſiegers plied their ſmall arms 
very briſkly during the night. Count ce /a Suzs 
relieved the marquis; they three mounted alter- 
nately till the night between the 16th and 17th; 
then Mr. de Heroaw!lle relieved them, as did Mr. 
de Guerchi, from the 17th to the 18th, and the 
duke de Chewreux from the 18th to the 19th, and 
M. de Remicourt from the 19th to the 20th. 

Count Saxe, who had ordered the place to be 
Eattered in breach for ſome days, ſchemed an 
attempt on the horn-work with ten grenadiers 
and a ſerjeant; the orders given to the latter 
were, to mount each breach with his men, and 
there to remain, while unmoleſted by the enemy. 
This operation was entruſted to the care of 
monſieur e Breze, and at four o'clock in the af- 
ternoon of the 2oth of February it was put in 
execution. 

The ten grenadiers went to every breach of 
the demi- baſtions of the horn-work, followed by 
pioneers who fixed themſelves on the center of 
the breaches ; which, when the beſieged had 
perceived, they advanced to repel them; but in- 
ſtead of retreating as they had been ordered, they 
jumped into the demi baſtion, ſhouting vive e 
Roi, may the king live. Four companies of gre- 
nadiers who were in the ditch, mounted on the 
breaches 
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breaches directly, entered the demi-baſtion ; and, 
as far as the covered-way of the place purſued 
the enemy. 

The pioneers, who had already begun to make 
lodgments, followed them. But the enemy com- 
ing in great numbers repulſed thoſe on the right 
and leſt, who retired by the breach into trenches 
in good order, and without any great loſs. The 
beſieged deeming this to be the prelude to a ge- 
neral aſſault, hung on the breach the white flag, 
demanding a capitulation, which was drawn up 
and ſigned the ſame day by marſhal Saxe, and 
count Kaunitz, by which the garriſon became 
priſoners of war, 

Bruſſels, the capital of Brabant, is one of the 
moſt ſuperb as well as the richeſt city of the 
Netherlands, Its fituation is delightful, being. 
partly on a plain, and partly on a riſing ground, 
A report prevails there that the prince's palace 
was built by Cæſar. The grand ſquare, as well 
as the publick edifices are magnificent, In this 
city the governors of the Auſtrian Netoerlands 
commonly refide. It contains a reſpeAable body 
of nobles. 

The walls of Bufels are flanked with 174 
towers. The fortifications are ſtrong. In 1695 
marſhal de Villars bombarded it. In 17c6 the 
French abandoned it. In 1708 the elector of 


Bavaria inveſted it, but was obliged to raiſe the 
hege with precipitation, by his terror the victori- 
ous duke of Marlborough, who was with reaſon 
Ailed tie ſcourge of France, 
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All the field artillery of the Dutch was found 
by the French in Bruſſels ; a conſiderable number 
of cannon, and mortars of all ſizes, four months 
proviſion for their army, with a proportion cf all 
neceſſary ammunition. Never was expedition of 
a bolder nature, nor better executed than this; 
that 22,000 men ſhould take a place well pro- 
vided in every ſenſe, and having 12,000 men in 
garriſon (reader, obſerve there was no Ergli/þ 
among them) intrenched, and partly ſheltered. 
from the inclemency of the weather. 

Marſhal Saxe had ſettled the plan of his ope- 
rations ſo well, that none of them failed. M. dz 
Contades, with five battalions and ten ſquadrons, 
was poſted in the ſuburbs of Laden. Mr. D' Ar- 
mentieres, with eight battalions and as many ſqua- 
drons, in that of Flanders. The marquis 45 
Beaufremont, with four battalions and eighteen 
ſquadrons in that of Anderlecht. M. de Clermont 
Gallerande, with twelve battalions and twenty- 
five ſquadrons, in that of Namur. And meſſieurs 
de Brexe and de la Suze, with twelve battalions 
and twenty-five ſquadrons, in that of Scarebeck. 

Mr. de Logni Montmorency, with ten ſquadrons, 
was polted at Jarwuria; at the gates of Sas, of 
the three fountains, four hundred fuzileers; and 
on the cauſe-way of Louvain thirty diſmounted 
dragoons. Beſides the regiments of Gra//in and 
Beauſobre were near Vilvorden. M. de Relingue, 
with five battalions and ſixteen ſquadrons under 
his command, was poſted at Genap, from whence 
he moved to take poſſeſſion of Nele. 
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The King's regiment, which on the 10th 
of February came up before Bruſſels, was alſo 
employed at the ſiege. In this expedition the 
French had gos men killed or wounded ; the be- 
ſieged never dared to attempt one ſally, their fire 
indeed was briſk and continual, but availed not 
in the end. 

As ſoon as the allied troops had evacuated 
Bruſſels, marſhal Saxe cauſed gratifications to be 
diſtributed amongſt his ſoldiers, and then allotted 
them good quarters, where they might ſoon re- 
cover from, and forget the fatigues of the late 
ſiege. His next care was to make proper diſpo- 
ſitions for the ſecurity of this city. From Pru//cls 
he went to Ghent; and having viſited all the 
polts of the army, he ſet out for Paris to take 
meaſures with the king and miniſtry about the 
operations of the enſuing campaign. 

The king received him with the moſt diftin- 


guiſhed marks of favour and kirdneſs. The 


inhabitants of Paris let ſlip no occaſion to ex- 
preſs their grateful ſenſe of the nation's obliga- 
tions to his valour and conduct. The moment 
he was diſcovered at any of the theatres, the 
piece vas interrupted to pay homage, and give 
plaudits to him. 

The firſt time of his appearing at the opera, 
after the taking of Briſis, they were to repre- 
ſent a piece, of which the prolugue appeared to 
the actreſs, who was to perform the part of vic- 
tory, ſo very applicable to marſhal ge Saxe, that 
ſhe preſented him with her own laurel. This ſo 
pleaſed the ſpeCators, that. reiterated claps of 

appro- 
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approbation followed. Marſhal Saxe is ſaid to 
have declared fince, that he never felt ſo much 
confuſion on any occaſion, not even the moſt 
perilous, as then; he ſent the actreſs next morn- 
ing a preſent of a pair of ear-rings, to the value 
of five hundred guineas; ſo this was a lucky hit for 
the actreſs, it procured her the applauſe of the 
publick, and enriched her toilet. All French 
parnaſſus run riot in praiſing marſhal Saxe's ex- 
ploits, a d in their verſes annihilated all other 
powers. 

The king, as a new proof of his royal bene- 
volence, gave him letters of naturalization in a 
very diſtinguiſhing manner. M. de Loavendahl, 
who had repaired to marſhal Saxe during the ſiege, 
was made governor of Brſſels; nor could that 
government have been given into better hands, in 
order to provide for its ſecurity, for he made it 
his buſineſs to have the breaches repaired, and to 
ſtrengthen the old, with new fortifications. 

Having aſſiſted at ſeveral councils during his 
ſtay at court, marſhal Saxe returned to Ghent 
the 22d of April; and to Bruſſels on the firſt of 
May. On his arrival he viewed and approved of 
all the diſpoſitions made by M. de Lowendahl, 
He went with him next day to view the camp 
intended for the army, which was marked out 
the third; and all the troops ordered to aſſemble 
near Bruſſels, arrived there in five columns the 
ſame day. 

The firſt came from Maubege, under the 
command of M. de Clermont Gallerande, the ſe- 
cond came from Conde and the adjacent parts, un- 

der 
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der meſſieurs Grawille and D'Armentieren. The 
third came from Tournay, under the command of 
M. de Breze. The fourth, conducted by M. de 
Contades, came from Oudenarde. And the fifth 
came from Ghent and Dender monde, under the 
command of M. de Herouville. 

The camp had been ſcarce formed when the 
king arrived at Brufſels, accompanied by mar- 
ſhal Saxe, and followed by his court; he made 
his public entry there on the fourth of May 1746. 
The magiſtracy in a body received and compli- 
mented him without the gate of Flanders. He 
was preſented with the keys thereof, by M. 4. 
Lowendahl, as governor of that city, and acting 
then as governor of Brabart. The king, preceded 
by that general, was conducted to the hotel D'Zg- 
mont, under a triple diſcharge of all the artillery, 
the people ſhouting from every quarter, Long 
live the king. 

His majeſty went next day to viſit the fortifi- 
cations, and a part of the camp. On the ſixth 
M. de Loavendabl with twenty-four companies of 
grenadiers, and fifteen piquets, was detached to 
diſlodge the Auſtriant from Louvain; who retired 
with precipitation at his approach, leaving part 
of their baggage in that city, 

That general went afterwards to reconnoitre 
the poſition of the enemy, and the camp of 
Parck, which the French troops were to occupy ; 
after which he returned to Bruſſels, and report- 
ed the ſituation of the allied army to marſhal 
Saxe; and then went to inform the king, mw 
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made a general review of his army the ſame 
day. 

The king marched the 11th, at the head of 
his army, in ſix columns. The allies, on infor- 
mation of the approach of the French, evacuated 
Malines, (we call it Mechlin) which prince Sou- 
biſe took poſſeſſion of with three brigades of in- 
fantry, to wit, Auvergne, Piedmont, and the 
king's. At the ſame time ſeveral other poſts 
were taken, and on the 19th his majeſty receiv- 
ed intelligence that the allied army had aban- 
doned Antaterp, having left therein a garriſon of 
ſixteen hundred men, 


The Siege of AxTwERP. 


M. ge Breze, at the head of a large detach- 
ment, was ordered to take poſt near "that City, 
and reconnoitre the citaded. On the 21ſt it was 
inveſted. The fiege was commanded by count 
Clermont. Marſhal Saxe and count D' Argen/or 
went with the prince to ſee the part of the cita- 
del properelt to attack. In the night between 
the 25th and 26th the trenches were opened, 
and on the z iſt the place ſurrendered. In con- 
ſideration of ſome forts which were delivered at 
the ſame time, the honours of war were granted 
to the garriſon. 

On the fourth of the next month (June) the 
king made his entry into the city of Antæverp, 
and aſſiſted at the Te Deum ſung in the cathe- 
dral. The following day, accompanied by mar- 

ſnal 


mal 0 
the g 
citad 


ed; 
Verſe 


Mavnicet Count Saxx. 111 


mal de Saxe, the princes of the blood, and all 
the general officers, he viſited the works of the 
citadel, and gave orders for their being repair- 


ed; he then ſet out, and arrived the 14th at 
Verſailles, 


The Siege of Moss. 


it had been reſolved in a council of war held 
before the king while in Axtwwerp, that the ope- 
rations -ſhould be continued by beſieging Mons. 
Marſhal Saxe, in conſequence of this reſolution, 
after he had forced the allies from the baſon of 
Antawerp, obliging them to retreat to Breda, 
gave orders for inveſting that place to M. 
D'Eftrees ; the ſiege was under the direction of 
prince Conti. 

In the night between the 24th and 25th the 
trenches were opened under the command of 
meſſieurs e la Fare and Bou fers, who each Jed 
on an attack. At three o'clock in the morning 
on the toth of next month (Juh) the beſieged 


beat a parley, and purſuant to the capitulation the 


garriſon ſurrendered themſelves priſoners of war, 

and conſiſted of twelve battalions. | 
Inaſmuch as the fort of Sz. Guilain was not 
compriſed in the capitulation of Mans, it was 
beſieged in form, and on the 23d obliged to ſur- 
render. The garriſon, conſiſting of po men, 
was ſent to Valenciennes, there to be detained till 
exchanged, The allies, who had hitherto ſhun- 
ned any rencounter with the French, having re- 
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made a general review of his army the ſame 
day. 

The king marched the 11th, at the head of 
his army, in fix columns. The allies, on infor- 
mation of the approach of the French, evacuated 
Malines, (we call it Mechlin ) which prince Sou- 
bi/e took poſſeſſion of with three brigades of in- 
fantry, to wit, Auvergne, Piedmont, and the 
king's. At the ſame time ſeveral other poſts 
were taken, and on the 19th his majeſty receiv- 
ed intelligence that the allied army had aban- 
doned Aztaerp, having left therein a garriſon of 
ſixteen hundred men, 


The Siege of AxTwERP. 


M. 4e Brexe, at the head of a large detach- 
ment, was ordered to take poſt near that city, 
and reconnoitre the citaded. On the 21ſt it was 
inveſted. The fiege was commanded by count 
Clermont. Marſhal Saxe and count D' Argen/on 
went with the prince to ſec the part of the cita- 
del propereſt to attack. In the night between 
the 25th and 26th the trenches were opened, 
and on the 31{t the place ſurrendered. In con- 
ſideration of ſome forts which were delivered at 
the ſame time, the honours of war were granted 
to the garriſon, 

On the fourth of the next month { Jure) the 
king made his entry into the city of Antwerp, 
and aſſiſted at the Te Deum ſung in the. cathe- 
dral. The following day, accompanied by mar- 
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mal de Saxe, the princes of the blood, and all 
the general officers, he viſited the works of the 
citadel, and gave orders for their being repair- 


ed; he then ſet out, and arrived the 14th at 
Lerſailles. 


The Siege of Moss. 


It had been reſolved in a council of war held 
before the king while in Antwerp, that the ope- 
rations ſhould be continued by beſieging Mons. 
Marſhal Saxe, in conſequence of this reſolution, 
after he had forced the allies from the baſon of 
Antwerp, obliging them to retreat to Breda, 
gave orders for inveſting that place to M. 
D'Eftrees ; the ſiege was under the direction of 
prince Conti. 

In the night between the 24th and 25th the 
trenches were opened under the command of 
meſſieurs de la Fare and Bouflers, who each led 
on an attack, At three o'clock in the morning 
on the 10th of next month {uy the beſieged 
beat a parley, and purſuant to the capitulation the 
garriſon ſurrendered themſelves priſoners of war, 
and conſiſted of twelve battalions. : 

Inaſmuch as the ſort of St. Guilain was not 
compriſed in the capitulation of Mons, it was 
beſieged in form, and on the 23d obliged to ſur- 
render. The garriſon, conſiſting of 500 men, 
was ſent to Valenciennes, there to be detained till 
exchanged. The allies, who had hitherto ſhun- 
ned any rencounter with the French, having re- 
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ceived the expected reinforcements, began to 
move. 

Marſhal Saxe, whoſe vigilance never loſt 
ſight of them, took every precaution to make 
the king's conqueſts ſure, and be able to add to 
them. Accompanied by M. de Lowendahbl, he 
viſited the adjacent parts of Hougarde upon the 
river Gethe; they had with them a body of ca- 
valry and mfantry, which came with M. de 
Loxwenaabl, When theſe two generals had re- 
viewed all the grourd as far as Judoigne along 
the river, they returned to their camp. The 
former to Parck near Louwair, the latter to Mel- 
dert not far from Tirlemont. 

It was in this laſt place that the troops of M. 
de Loavendabl were joined by the armies of count 
Clermont and marſhal Saxe. Advice being come 
that the allies had decamped from Tongres to 
advance towards Harren, marſhal Saxe with all 
his forces left Tirlemont, in order to march to 
Gemblours, that he might be near at hand to 
obſerve the enemy's movements; but at the 
fame time ſent off to Bruſſels all the heavy bag- 


Lage. 


The Siege of CHABLEROY, 


The trenches were opened before Charleroy 
under the direction of prince Con/z, in the night 
between the 28th and 2gth of July: the works 
were ſo briſkly carried on, that on the ſecond of 
the next month ( Auguſt the governor demanded 
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to capitulate, and the garriſon ſurrendered pri- 
ſoners of war. Prince Conti diſpatched the mar- 
quis de Stainville, colonel of the regiment of 
Navarre infantry, with the news to the king; 
and ſome days after the marquis de Meaupou, ſon 
of the firſl preſident of the parliament of Paris, 
colonel of the regiment of Bigorre, carried the 
colours to his majeſty: they were both made 
brigadiers, 

On the 18th of July the French army made a 
new motion with its left wing, ſeizing on ſeveral 
important poits on the Gethe, and extending 
themſelves along the Mebaigne, which was to 
their front. The right was encamped at Ozre- 
mont; and at Grand Rojier were the general quar- 
ters. At the ſame time marſhal Saxe detached 
M. de Lowendahl towards Walef, with a body of 
20,000, Which is within two leagues of Hug, 
in order to prevent the allies from poſting them- 
ſelves there. 

Marſhal Saxe's deſign was to cut off their com- 
munication with Maeftricht, and compel them 
by that means to repaſs the Maeze. M. de 
Lowwendahl executed tis orders with ſo much 
quickneſs and dexterity, that he made himſelf 
maſter of the town of Huy on the 21ſt; and there 
great magazines of proviſions and forage were 
found. 

Marſhal Saxe having foreſeen that the corps of 
thirty thouſand men left by the allies over againſt 
his camp to obſerve him, while the main body 
of his army marched towards Huy, would at- 
tempt to diſturb him in his march, and to harraſs 
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his rear, commiſſioned M. 4% Loauendabl to op- 
poſe whatever attempts ſhould be made. 

In compliance with the orders of marſhal 
Saxe, M. de Lowendahl left his camp, and 
marched in two columns beyond Perwis, on 
the right flank of the grand army, where he 
made all requiſite diſpoſitions ſuitable to the ge- 
nius of the troops he had to deal with, and to the 
nature of the ground. 

But as the allies were at liberty to march by 
the plain in the rear of the French army at the 
time of its removal from the wood of Gaulay ; 
and as the troops which they cauſed to march 
along the rivulet of Perabis, menaced the left 
wing of the French army, and that the intrenched 
poſts upon the Mehaigne gave them an oppor- 
tunity of making advantageous fallies on marſhal 
Saxe's army, M. de Loarendabl, to remedy theſe 
three inconveniences, formed a line of cavalry 
on his right wing, ſupported by a line of infan- 
try; and his left being obliged to paſs along the 
rivulet of Peravis, whoſe edges were filled with 
the allies, he ſupported the infantry by the ca- 
valry in a ſecond line. 

The ſkirts of theſe two columns marching on a 
level, were ſecured by twelve companies of gre- 
nadiers and four hundred horſe, who made a front 
towards the intermediate ſpace. Five hundred 
volunteers and the regiment of Graſin compoſed 
the rear. The whole conſiſted of three thouſand 
harſe and eighteen battalions. 

The allied army opened from the village of 
Aſche, and ſoon appeared upon the borders of ”= 
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wood of Gaulay with their artillery, the Hungari- 
an infantry, and huſſars. Their infantry took to 
the left, and their cavalry preſented themſelves 
not only againſt the rear, but likewiſe extended 
upon the flanks of M. 4% Lowwendabl's body, and 
their number then appeared to be more than ten 
thouſand. 

They purſued the French till ſeven at night ; 
then they came up with the grand army. They 
made ſeveral attempts, under the inſpection of 
prince Charles who commanded them, but could 
effect none either to diſturb the order the French 
ſet out in, or to impede their march. 

The attacks they made were ſuſtained by 
ſome Graſſins, the volunteers, and ſome piquets 
of infantry, which had been placed before the 
columns to drive back the huſſars: the fire from 
their cannon diſpoſed in different parts cauſed 
more diſorder amongſt the French troops than 
their ſmall arms. In M. % Lowwendabl's diviſion 
there were only 120 common men, with eight 
officers killed or wounded. The enemy's loſs 
amounted to more. 

On account of the great ſcarcity of proviſions 


in the army of the allies, cloſed in on all fides on. 


the 28th of Augu/t, prince Charles made it paſs 


the Maeze on ſeveral bridges below Namur, 
which he had ordered to be built there. Marſhal. 


Saxe, as he got intelligence thereof, made his 
army move to draw near that city. Orders had 
been given to the body of troops under M. 
d'Eftrees's command, to paſs the Maeze on the 
29th, and to join M. de Lowendabl. 


Marſhal: 
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Marſhal Saxe arrived at Huy the next day, 
(the zoth) and viſited the poſts along the Hioul: 
occupied by meſſieur de Lowendah! and M. 
Eſtreès; then returned to the main corps of his 
army, and ordered a new bridge to be thrown 
over the Maeze near the caſtle of Neuwl!le be- 
tow Huy, in order to facilitate the paſſage of a 
reinforcement to M. de Lowendabl, if it ſhould 
appear neceſſary to ſend one. 


The Siege of NAuux. 


In a grand council held the ſecond of Sep- 
tember, it was reſolved to beſiege Namur, and 
on that occaſion to employ fixty-one battalions, 
and forty-ſeven ſquadrons. Count Clerment jult 
recovered from a dangerous fit of ſickneſs was ap- 
pointed to command. It was alſo reſolved in 
the {aid council, that marſhal Saxe ſhould march 
with the reſt of the army to obſerve that of the 
allies retiring towards Maegftricht. 

Purſuant to theſe reſolutions, on the 6th of 
September the city of Namur was inveſted, and 
no ſuccour either of men or proviſions could be 
carried thither, the avenues being ſhut upon all 
ſides. Count Clermont had eight licutenant-ge- 
nerals, and twenty camp-marſhals under him. 
Among the former was M. 4e Loabendabl, at that 


prince's ¶ Clermont's) particular requeſt. 


All neceſiary diſpoſitions being made, and 
the artillery come up in the night between the 
12th and 13th of September, the trenches were 
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opened before Namur. The troops made their 
approaches with ſo much vigour, and the artil- 
lery was ſo well plied, that the commander had 
the white flag hung out the 19th at noon; and 
obtained time to retire with his garriſon to the 
caſtles. The chief merit of this diſpatch was at- 
tributed to M. 4% Lowendahbl, From the 19th 
to the 24th there had been a ceſſation on both 
ſides; but on the 24th hoſtilities commenced by 
a cannon ſhot from the caſtles, The beſiegers 
replied to this gun by a diſcharge from five bat- 
teries on the left banks of the Maeze, and on the 
fortifications of the town on the ſame ſide. 

In the night between the 24th and 25th the 
trenches were opened; and the commander with 
his garriſon ſurrendered the zoth. It was ſtipu- 
lated in the capitulation, that the troops, confiſt- 
ing of thirteen battalians and two ſquadrons, 


ſhould be made prifoners of war, and conducted. 


to Mons. After the taking of the caſtles of 
Namur, count Clermont detached a part of his 
army to go and join marthal Saxe's. The mar- 
mal having received advice that the Auflrians 
were making motions in their camp, did the 
{ame in his. 

Prince Charles, in order to paſs the river Jara 
with his army, went from Holderon the 3d of 
October; ſome {kirmiſhes happened on the change 
of quarters. It had been long merſhal Saxe s 


intention to force the allies to repaſs the Maexe, 


he therefore, as ſoon as apprized of prince Char/es's 
movements, reſolved to go and attack him; 


wherefore he made the army march the 10th, 
without 


4 
* 


. - " 


- WELLES 


> 


rr * 


118 TRE LIFE or 


without baggage; and having paſſed the Jara, 
he encamped between two cauſe-ways which 
lead to Leige) the ſame day. His right leaned on 
the cauſe way leading to Leige from St. Tron; 
Scherdermale, a village, was in the center of the 
hne, of which the left extended beyond the cauſe- 
way running from Tongres to Leige. 

A body of reſerve encamped behind the vil- 
lage of Honte, as a third line; another body of 
reſerve encamped, as a fourth line, under the com- 
mand of M. de Contades. The detached troops, 
under the commands of count 4 EHrees and 
prince Clermont, were poſted on the cauſe-way 
leading from Se. Tron to Leige, at ſome diſtance 
before the army. The marquis of Cermont Gal. 
lerande, with the troops under his command, and 
count Montaigne, were placed on the left. 


The Battle of Rocoux. 


M. Saxe employed the whole day in viewing the 
poſition of the allies, poſſeſſed of riſing- grounds, 
having their left wing at Ance and in the ſuburbs 
of YValburge, and their right extending beyond the 
fee-farm of Erick, which lay before them. The 
marſhal regulated his diſpoſitions according to their 
ſituat on, and having given his orders to the gene- 
ral officers appointed to command the ſeveral at- 
tacks on the villages the allies were poſſeſſed of, he 
omitted no precaution to ſecure a ſucceſsſul event. 

On the eleventh at break of day the general 
was beat: and the entire army, in about two 
hours after, was in motion, marching in ten 
paralle] columns as far as the village Lontain, 
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which was the aſſigned point of rendezvous to 
each column. As ſoon as the army was aſſembled 
at the place from which they were to move towards 
the enemy, the cavalry on each wing drew up in 
order of battle; and the infantry charged with the 
attacks remained in a column by batral:ons. 

The army of the allies having made their diſ- 
poſitions at the ſame time, moved about five 
hundred paces from the front of their camp, ſtill 
preſerving the ſeveral poſts which they had upon 
the heights. The cannon placed on the right 
of the French army, began to fire at noon, and 
continued till two. Then prince Clermont and 
d"Eſtirees marched with the brigades of Cham- 
paigne, Picardy, Bourbon, Fienne, Segur, and 
Monaco to the ſuburbs of Sz. Palburge, and to the 
village of Ance; from which place they drove 
the enemy at the firſt attack, who loſt there many 
officers and ſoldiers. 

M. de Maubourg, who was to head the ſe- 
cond attack, againſt Yaroux a village, marched 
with the brigades of Faſſeaux, Orleans, Rowergue 
and Beauvoiſis; and advancing againſt the hedge 
behind which the enemy had entrenched them- 
ſelves, carried it. notwithſtanding the vigorous 
reſiſtance they met there. The allies having made 
a brave defence, loſt conſiderably. M. ae Mau- 
bourg's horſe was killed under him. 

The attack of the village of Roucoux (from 
which the battle has its name) was the lot of M. 
de Herouwille, who with the brigades of Auvergne, 
Navarre, Montmorin, and Rayal, began it about 

three 
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three o'clack : the prodigious fire of the allied 
army's artillery from that village, diſordered the 
French troops on their march; but being ſoon 
rallied, they with the greateſt intrepidity attack- 
ed the village, and carried it, but not till they 
had killed or made priſoners moſt of its gallant 
defenders. 

M. de Clermont Gallerande, who was between 
the villages of Liers and Rocoux, joined during 
the attack, the corps under him, to that under 
M. de Herouville's command. Marſhal Saxe, at- 
tentive to every tranſaction, commanded fix 
battalions to advance, and compel the enemy to 
retire from their two redoubts upon the heights ; 
but upon information that they had been already 
abandoned, the fix battalions were counter- 
manded. 

The French artillery kept a conſtant fire dur- 
ing this action, which occaſioned great confu- 
ſion among the Dutch cavalry ; their precipitate 
flight threw the reſt of the allied army into ſuch 
diſorder, that, having left behind them the great- 
eſt part of their artillery, their only attention was 
to retreat by the back parts of the village of Lzers. 
They were driven from all their poſts about five 
o'clock in the evening. Marſhal Saxe command- 
ed his cavalry to go in purſuit of them, but night 
coming on, joined to the impediments of two 
hollow ways, prevented their overtaking them; 
but they cannonaded them in their retreat. 

The loſs of the allies in this battle amounted 
to 12,000 ſlain and 3000 made priſoners, beſides 
thoſe who periſhed in the retreat, in which great 

numbers 
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numbers were cut off by the vigilance of M. 
d Eſtrets, who had cauſed light troops to advance 
towards their bridges. They loft likewiſe ſixty- 
four pieces of cannon, beſides thoſe which they 
threw into the river, one ſtandard, and nine 
pair of colours. 'The Loſs of the French did not 
exceed one thouſand ſlain, and two thouſand 
wounded, few dangerouſly. It is generally 
thought that if there had been two hours more 
of day-light, the army of the allies would have 
been totally deſtroyed. This is, of all the battles 
gained by marſhal Saxe, the one in which he 
diſplayed the moſt conſummate generalſhip, and 
that he valued himſelf moſt for, as he has ſince 
confeſſed, calling it the battle fought according 
to his mind, and agreeable to his favourite prin- 
ciples of war. 

It was obſerved, on the day after this famons 
battle, that the allies had repaſſed the Maeze. 
Marſhal Saxe marched to Leige before he ſepa- 
rated his army, having left chevalier de Bellzi/le 
with fix thouſand men on the held of battle, to 
ſecure a paſlage for the wounded. He ordered his 
troops afterwards to return to their old camp at 
Tongres; from whence they departed the 22d of 
October, to go into the winter-quarters aſſigned 
to them, where they were ſo diſtributed that 


they could be aſſembled together in twenty-four 


hours, 

M. de Loxwendabl was appointed to command 
at Namur during the winter. Count Boutteville 
remained at Bruſſels, and M. de Clermont Galle- 


rande at Antwerp. * Saxe having _ 
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all neceſſary diſpoſitions for the ſecurity of the 
poſts which he had cauſed to be occupied, and 
provided all the magazines with ſufficient ſtore of 
forage and other proviſions, went to Brufels, 
where he had not intended to ſojourn long; but 
having learned there that prince Char/es had not 
as yet put his troops into winter-quarters, and was 
fill at Maeftricht, the marſhal would not ftir 
from Brufjels, till he ſaw there was no room to 
apprehend any thing from the prince. 

At length the allies, tired of keeping the field, 
and deſpairing of their being able to execute any 
thing, reſolved to go into winter. quarters; up- 


on notice of which, marſhal Saxe ſet out from 


Bruſſels far Fountainbleau, where he arrived the 
14th of November, Their majeſties gave him a 
moſt gracious reception. Having made his re- 
port to the king of the diſpoſitions he had made 
in Flanders, his majeſty directed a brevet to be 
given to him, which he had ordered to be made 
out from the firſt of the ſame month ¶ November) 
in his behalf. By this brevet he made him a 
preſent of ſix pieces of cannon, whereof the 
bores were for three pound balls; an honour 
never granted but to moſt extraordinary merit, 
and to perſons whom the prince has the greateſt 
dependence on. 

The dauphin's marriage with a princeſs of 
Poland, daughter of the king thereof, and con- 
fequently M. Saæe's neice, encreaſed the num- 
ber of thoſe who paid their court to him; and the 
French king, to give him a new mark of his royal 


fayour on the occaſion, appointed him marſhal 
general 
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generaPdf his camps and armies in the beginning 
of the year 1747. All the court paid him their 
compliments on this occaſion, which however 
excited great envy in certain perſons, whoſe 
prudence made them conceal it, and reſt ſatiſ- 
fied in private murmuring, againſt what they 
maliciouſly called the king's partial preference 
to a ſtranger; who, on his ſide, received every 
body with the ſame politeneſs as uſual ; and far 
from appearing in the lealt elated with his new 
dignity, ſeemed rather more affable and complai- 
ſant; the true criterion of great ſouls in eleva- 
tion. 

Though nothing was ſpoke of at court but 
diverſions, marſhal Saxe's attention was elſe- 
where, and employed concerning the ſituation 
of the troops which he had left in Flanders. As 
he was getting ready to repair thither, it was 
inſinuated to him from the king, that his pre- 
ſence for ſome time longer at Verſailles. would 


be looked upon as a compliment to the new dau- 


phineſs; and no leſs a motive could make him 
delay: however, he ſent M. 4e Lowendahl to the 
army, on whom he depended entirely, 

The great revelling at Verſailles, on account 
of the dauphin's marriage, did not hinder fre- 
quent councils of war being held. The confe- 
rences at Breda, calculated by the allies to gain 
time, came to nothing, the French court having 
ſeen through their fineſſe: therefore M. de Low- 
endahl cauſed all the towns and places in Fan- 
ders to be fortified, which had appeared to him 
to be the moſt expoſed to the attacks of the ene- 
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my. Marſhal Saxe arrived at Bruſelt out the 
end of March, and gave orders for the army's 
being in readineſs to act the next month. The 
allies were greatly embarraſſed by the ſeveral mo- 
tions the general made, and found themſelves un- 
der a neceſſity of imitating them. 

The duke of Cumberland, returned from 
ſuppreſſing the rebellion headed by Edward 
Stuart in England, had paſſed a part of the 
winter at the Hage, where he ſecretly nego- 
tiated the prince of Orange's (married to his 
filter) being made ſtadtholder, and ſucceeded ; 
whereon, the fourth of May following, that 
prince was declared ſtadtholder, admiral, and 
captain-general of the United Provinces; nay, 
farther, the ſtadtholderſhip, was rendered here- 
ditary in his family, and even in the female line, 
in default of male. iſſue. This event appeared 
as a complete triumph to the partizans of the 
houſe of Orange; and the allies flattered them- 
ſelves with the hopes of great advantages to ac- 
crue from it, becauſe they fancied it would diſ- 
concert the ſchemes of the French court. 

The intention of the States General to ele& 
a ſtadtholder, had no ſooner tranſpired to the 
court of Verſailles, than it reſolved to act direct- 
ly againſt the Dutch, Orders were diſpatched 
to the French general, to make their troops 
march from their winter-quarters towards Dutch 
Flanders: conformable to theſe orders, marſhal 
Saxe had detached M. de Contades to begin the 
operations, by taking the forts of the Pearl, * 
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of Lief tenſboech; he had cantoned the troops in 
order to ſpare them. 

The 20th of April marſhal Saxe left Bruſſeli, 
to go and view the cantonments, and the diſpo- 
fitions with which he had charged M. de Con- 
tades, who, on the 24th of the ſame month, 
made himſelf maſter of the two places, 

M. de Lowendabl had likewiſe been detached 
to go to Ecluſe; where he had ſcarce arrived, 
when he forced the redoubts, by which the ave- 
nues to it were defended. He compelled the 
place to capitulate, and two days after reduced 
{Jendick. He marched from thence to Sas de 
Gand, which he attacked ſo vigorouſly, that in the 
night between the zoth of April and firſt of May, 
he made himſelf maſter of it, after five days fiege : 
while he was beſieging Philippine, he received or- 
ders to go to Antwerp, which the allies ſeemed 
to threaten. Upon this ſummons, he left to 
M. de Montmorin the conducting of the ſiege of 
that little fortreſs, who, after he had taken it, 
marched directly to Hulſ, where M. de Contades 
joined him. 

All imaginable means were employed by the 
allies to prevent the loſs of Ha; who, for 
that end, detached nine battalions to defend the 
poſt of Sandeberg; a place of very great conſe- 
quence for the ſecurity of Halti. On the ninth 


of May, the duke of Cumberland went thither 


in perſon; but all his efforts were fruſtrated * 
for marthal Saxe, who knew full well the im- 
portance of this poſt, repaired to the troops 
torming the ſiege of Hulſt. in order to haſten 
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its reduction, which contributed to the taking of 
Axel. The garriſons of theſe ſeveral places a- 
mounted to five thouſand men, and were con- 
ducted into France priſoners of war. 

The allies were aſtoniſhed at the rapidity of 
theſe conqueſts, and, on the firſt of May, their 
army made a motion; which ſeemed to threaten 
Antwerp, but M. de Lowendahl, who had been 
ſent thither by marſhal Saxe, having arrived on 
the fifth, cauſed the proper repairs to be made, 
in order to put the place in a poſture of defence. 
He ordered ſeveral redoubts to be built before 
the glacis, and provided the town with all ſorts 
of ammunition; and, to prevent a great and un- 
neceſſary conſumption, ſent away all the horſes 
belonging to the officers of the garriſon, his own 
firſt by way of example. 

On the 29th of the ſame month the king left 
Verſailles, and on the 31 arrived at Bruſſels; at 
about a league diſtant from it, he was met by 
marſhals Saxe and Neailles. All the infantry quitted 
their cantonments on the king's arrival, and were 
ſo poſted, that upon the firſt order they could 
join, and march wherever any emergency ſhould 
call them. 

On their fide, the allies made ſeveral motions 
on which the French regulated themſelves. Al- 
though the poſition of the allies made it pre- 
ſumable that they had no intention of beſieging 
Antwerp, yet marſhal Saxe thought it prudent 
to ſend M. de Lowendah! back to Antwery, 
who had juſt come from thence in order to give 
the king an account of his operations in Dutch 

Flan- 
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Flanders. He remained there till the 26th, and 
then marched from it to Mechlia, with fix bat- 
talions and two regiments of dragoons, having 
received orders for ſo doing from marſhal Saxe, 
who had been informed that the allies intended 
to remove their camp. 

On the 29tt, prince Soubiſe (camp- maſter for 
that day) was appointed to command a general 
forage, which, as well as the preceding one, was 
executed very peaceably. On the 3cth the al- 
lies made a motion, which obliged the marſhal 
to make one. 

The king ſet out the ſame day from Tirlemont 
for St. Tron; but on his way thither, having re- 
ceived advice that the artillery had not as yet 
paſſed the bridge of the great Gethe, he ſtopped 
at Oot/mael, and the troops accompanying him 
ſtopped at Bion The houſe in which the 
king was lodged, happening to take fire during 
the night, he rode off to Torgres (where marſhal 
Saxe was) at four in the morning. Soon after 
his arrival there, he viſited the field of battle the 
marſhal had marked out in order to fight the ene- 
my, whoſe right wing ſtretching along the 
heights, extended to the commandery; their left 
poſleſſing the villages which lay before it, pointed 
towards Maeftricht: they had planted ſeveral bat- 
teries of cannon, and were moreover intrenched 
in thoſe villages. 

The king went upon the rifing grounds of the 
village of Hetdezen, to examine the diſpoſition 
of his army, which was ranged in two lines of 
infantry and cavalry, Its lett fronted towards 
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the commandery, where his royal highneſs the 
duke of Cumberland's quarters were. Its right 
extended beyonEFthe village of Rymps, and the 
white houſe, having the village before it. 

The army of the allies attempted, about ſeven 
in the evening, to take poſſeſſion of this village, 
which was covered by two brigades of infantry, 
with thirty pieces of cannon, for near an hour, 
but unſucceſsfully. All the troops held them- 
ſelves in order of battle during the night, and the 
king had but a very indifferent lodging in a poor 
farm- houſe, 


The Battle of LawreLDT. 


The king having heard maſs at four in the 
morning on the ſecond of June, he repaired to 
the field of battle, and his troops began to move 
to attack the allied army. Count Clermont, with 
the troops under his command, marched towards 
the village of Lawfeiat, defended by ſome Dutch 
regiments, with the Hanowerians, He//ians, and 
Engliſh; while count D'Eftrees marched by the 
left flank of the allies, 

Notwithſtanding the terrible fire of the ene- 
my, the ſeveral columns under count Clermont 
marched up in good order; at ten in the morn- 
ing they began to attack the village, and drove 
the enemy out of it, after two repulſes. 'The ca- 
valry immediately opened on each ſide of this 
village, which was entirely defeated, though ſup- 
ported by all their infantry. Count D' Eftrees 
attacked them a-new as they fled towards Ma- 
eftricht, 
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richt, and made a multitude of priſoners by 
falling on them with his corps de reſerve. 

Immediately after the rout of the allied ar- 
my's left wing, marſhal Saxe, who had an eye 
every where, ordered that their right wing, as 
yet untouched, ſhould be attacked. It confiſted 
of the queen of Hungary's forces; who, as ſoon 
as they ſaw the French army advancing in front 
before them, retreated in diſorder; and under 
Maeftricht joined the reſt of their army. The 
marquis de Gallerande, and count Clermont de 
Tounerre were ordered by the king to purſue 
them. The French king lay, the night between 
the ſecond and third, in the place where the 
day before the duke of Camber/and had his head 
quarters. 

The carrying the poſt at Lawy?/dt was a moſt 
bloody affair; the villages and plains around it 
were covered with the dead, dying, and wound- 
ed. On both fides, the loſs in killed, wounded 
and taken priſoners, was not leſs than 20,000. 
I'wenty- nine pieces of cannon, ſeveral colours 
and ſtandards, with two kettle drums were taken 
by the French from the allies. 

Marſhal Saxe, after the victory, ſent orders to 
M. de Lowendah!, who had moved with a part 
of the corps under his command from Louvain 
to Tirlemont, to return the way he had come. 
On the 7th of July 1747, M. de Loxwendabl 
ſet out from Tirlemont, and having rallied all 
his troops at Louvain, he departed from Mech- 
lin the 6th, and in the camp there, gave them 
double reſt; during which time, he was em- 
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ployed in taking all the meaſures neceſſary for 
the operations, which marſhal Saxe and he had 
planned together. 

He detached a regiment of volunteers the 8th, 
to take poſt at Leer, in order to cover his in- 
tended march the following day. He ranged 
his army along the cauſe-way of Mechlin, as far 
as beyond Antwerp, in one column, on the gth, 
His right leaned to the village of Marxheim near 
Antwerp, and his left to Eckeren. A detach- 
ment of one thouſand ſeven hundred Dutch be- 
ing at Santwliet, M. de Lowendab! thought it ex- 
pedient to drive them out of it, that he might 
not be incommoded in his march by any polt be- 
hind him; therefore he detached M. de Lally in 
the night between the gth and 1oth, with three 
hundred volunteers, two hundred dragoons, two 
batralions of Chabrillant's royal grenadiers, three 
other companies of grenadiers, four haubuts, and 
two pieces of cannon, to take poſſeſſion of Sant. 
vet, by driving away the enemy. 

In the night between the 1oth and the 1 ith, 
M. 4e Lally gained univerſal applauſe by the abi- 
lities he diſplayed in taking that place, and with 
little loſs, the enemy abandoning it precipitate- 
ly. On the 1oth, the army having begun its 
march with two columns, and meeting very bad 
weather, ſtopped the 11th in the camp of Offen- 
drecht, where a convoy of three hundred wag- 
gons arrived from Antwerp, loaded with hurdles, 
faſcines, and gabions, for the intended fiege, 
which was then a ſecret: and was that of Ber- 
gen· op-Zoom. The taking of that place re- 
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dounded to the particular glory, and eſtabliſhed, 
above malice, the military capacity of monſieur 
de Lowendahl. The taking of it did not aſtoniſh 
the allies more, than it did the French, who de- 
ſpaired of ſucceeding in ſo deſperate an under- 
taking, in which ſo many had failed before. 'As 
ſoon as the king aeard the news, he conferred the 
dignity of marſhal of France on M. ds Lowendabl, 
in recompence for {o eminent and amazing a 
ſervice as that he had done him, in taking Ber. 
gen-0p-Zoom, which had hitherto been looked up- 
on as impregnable. | 
The armies ſeparated to go into winter quar- 
ters in the beginning of the month of Nowem- 
ber. Marſhal Saxe having provided for the ſe- 
curity of all the places, ſet out from Bruſſels to 
Paris, where he arrived the 19th of December, 


and repaired the next day to Verſailles, where. 


he and M. de Belleiſie \ juſt returned from 1taly ) 
had frequent conferences with the king, relative 
to the operations of the enſuing campaign. His 
majeſty ordered a brevet to be made out agree- 
able to his having named marſhal Saxe, before 
his departure from the army, commander general 
of the Low Countries lately conquered, which 
was accordingly executed, bearing date the 12th 
of Tanuary 1748. 
Notwithſtanding the ſeveral negotiations for 
2 peace, which had been ſet on foot during the 
winter, France prepared to operate with more 
vigour than before. Conſequently orders were 
diſpatched to the troops to leave their winter 
quarters in the beginning of March, and 5 
ä obe- 
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obedience, they waited neither for abſent offi- 
cers, nor for the recruits, ſo ſudden was their 
departure. On the 18th of the ſame month, 
marſhal Saxe left Paris, and arrived at Bru/- 
ſels the zoth, where, in his new quality of com- 
mander general of the Low Countries, he made 
his entry. 

Maeſtricht was the principal object of his 
operations ; and having conferred with marſhal 
de Lowendah! thereupon, he diſtributed to all 
the generals the orders according to which they 
were to act. 

The allies, never imagining that the French 
would attempt any thing as yet, were in the 
mean time very quiet in their quarters: but as 
foon as informed of the motions marſhal Saxe 
made, they began alſo to move on their ſide, 
and with all the diligence they could to afſemble 
their troops. The French endeavours were to 
make them believe that their deſign was upon 
Sceenbergen or Breda, in which they ſucceeded, 
and by their well' concerted movements, made 
the enemy take the wrong ſcent. 

After various marches and counter-marches, 
which had ſo puzzled the allies, that they could 
not penetrate into the intention of the French, 
marſhal de Lowendahl, with the body under him, 
inveſted Maeſiricht on the right ſide of the Maexze. 
This river divides that city into two parts, each 
having a different name; that ſituated on the left 
(or weſt) bank of this river is Maęſtricbs, pro- 
perly ſo called; the name of the other is Wick, a 
fine bridge joins them. 


Mar- 
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Marſhal Saxe's quarters were eſtabliſhed at 
the abbey. of Hocht, and thoſe of marſhal de 
Lowendahl at Burlawharen. The ſame camp 
between the Mazeze and the Jar, which M. 
d"'Eftrees had the preceding campaign, upon the 
heights of fort St. Peter, was occupied by M. 
de Breze, whe cauſed a bridge to be throw: 
over-againſt Of. 

On the 11th, M. de St. Germain marched 
with the three battalions of the regiment of Li- 
mouſin, the regiment of Baſſigæy, the dragoons 
and huſſars, excepting the regiment of Rougrave, 
to go and conſume a magazine at Fauquemont, 
which the enemy had abandoned there, M. 
4" Eftrets, with the troops under his orders, ad- 
vanced to Peer. 

By the 13th of April 1748, the inveſtment 
of Maefiricht having been completed on the 
right fide of the Maexe, marſhal Saxe cauſed 
the brigades to be formed according to order of 
battle. The trenches were opened by fix thou. 


{and workmen on the 15th at night: the works 


of this ſiege were ſo vigorouſly carried on, and 
the artillery played ſo well, that marſhal Saxe 
judging every thing ready the fourth of May for 
a general attack on the covered way, he made 
all the neceſſary diſpoſitions to execute it that 
evening. 

A letter from the duke of Cumberland to marſhal 
Saxe, informing him, that as the preliminaries for 
a general reconciliation had been ſigned, he pro- 
poſed Maeftricht's being delivered up to him, on 
condition that the garriſon ſhould be allowed to 
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margh out with all the honours of war. A ceſ- 
ſation of arms for eight and forty hours was agreed 
upon; at the expiration of which term, the capi- 
lation was drawn up in writing, and figned on 
one fide by marſhal Saxe, &c. &c. and on the 
other by the commander in Maeftricht, Baron 
D' Aytva, the 7th of May 1748. 

The ſuſpenſion of arms was ſoon made public 
in Flanders and ltaly. The plenipotentiaries of 
the belligerent powers ſigned a definitve treaty 
of peace at Aix- la- Chapelle, the 18th of O&o- 
ber following, to the ſatisfaction of all parties, 
and ardent wifhes of the harraſſed ſubjects of the 
reſpective nations. | 

Marſhal Saxe, during the interval between the 
armiſtice and ſigning of the peace, repaired to 
the court then at Compiegne; and on his re- 
turn from thence to Brufe/s, made his pub- 
lic entry into Namur, where, having received 
all the honours due to his high rank and unri. 
valled merit, and deeming his farther preſence 
in the Low Countries unneceſſary, he remitted 
the command to M. du Chayla, and ſet out for 
Fountainbleau. From whence, about the end of 
the ſame month, O#eber, he retired to Chambord; 
and there made all the improvements he thought 
proper for his conveniency, in order to enjoy his 
laurels at eaſe. 

For his regiment of Hallans, he had barracks 
erected; and it was a conſtant amuſement of his 
by frequently exerciſing, to improve them in mi- 
litary evolutions. At his Hotel, as duly as at the 
king's palace, a guard was mounted every * 

e 


Mavic Count Saxg. 135 


he procured ſtallions of wild horſes to be brought 
from Ru//ia and Poland, with which (in time) he 
propoſed to remount his dragoons ; for theſe 
horſes having been accuſtomed to live on what 
they met in the woods, and hardily brought up, 
he from thence inferred, that they would bear 
better than other horſes a ſcarcity of forage in 
an army. His ſtuds were complete, and he de- 
lighted much in them. 

When the regiment of Hullans returned from 
the army, in their way to Blais and Chambord, 
marſhal Saxe made them march through- Paris, 
and obtained the honour of the king's preſence 
to ſee them perform their evolutions. The 
king, royal family, and all the court, went to 
the plain of Sablons, where they found the mar- 
ſhal in an Hu/lan dreſs, at the head of his regi- 
ment, encamped and ranged in order of battle. 
Their different exerciſes pleaſed the king ſo well, 
that he publicly complimented M. Saxe there- 
on. Great crowds from Paris had flocked thi- 
ther, and returned home, expreſſing the higheſt 
raptures on the military entertainment they bad 
ſeen. 

Marſhal Saxe, having ſettled his affairs in 
France, reſolved to do ſo in Germany, whither 
he purpoſely went. On his way thither, paſſing 
through Berlin, he had the honour of an interview 
with the king of Pruſſia. who received him with 
uncommon marks of diſtinction, and protracted 
the viſit as long as he politely could. His ma- 
jeſty had many conferences with him relative to 
the military art; and their diſcourſes on that ſub- 
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ject coſt the marſhal ſome nights. Although 
the king of Pruſſa, on his taking leave, had 
thanked him for his complaiſance in a moſt gra- 
cious manner, yet he thought in inſufficient; 
and in a few days after, honoured him with a let- 
ter, bearing in ſubſtance, as follows : 

* That he was concerned for his having made 
* him fit up ſo many nights; but that he was too 
« fincere an ally to France, to have done it with 
any deſign on the health of a hero ſo precious 
© to her; that curioſity and a deſire of learning 
from ſo great a maſter, was his only plea.” 
The letter concluded with this flattering anec- 
dote. That ſome time before, the queſtion 
* had been put in his preſence, what battle in 
* this age was the moſt honourable to its gene- 
ral. Some declared for that of Aimanza; others 
for that of Turin; but upon mature delibera- 
tion, all agreed at laſt, that the battle did 
© moſt honour, where the general was at the 
« point of death when it was fought,” to wit, 
Fontenoy. 

Marſhal Saxe was ſcarce returned from his 
German expedition to Chambord, when time, 
from his having been accuſtomed to the tumult 
of war, his natural inclination, began to grow 
irkſome to him. The care of his horſes, hunt- 
ing, and exercifing his regiment, became his 
only occupations. He had always a number of 
workmen employed; nor ever wanted compa- 
ny: for, beſides the nobility from the adjacent 
parts of the country, who were all known to 
him, ſeveral perſons of diſtinction * 
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from Paris to Chambord, to pay their court to 
him. He gave ſeveral public entertainments, 
all which were executed with that elegance of 
taſte, for which he had been always remark- 
able. 

He had the diſpleaſure of receiving frequent 
complaints againſt his regiment, notwithſtanding 
all his precaucions to make them obſerve diſci- 
pline, which at laſt he eſtabliſhed, by making ſe- 
vere examples of the guilty, whom he puniſhed 
with all the ſeverity imaginable. 

He declined by degrees, and was quite worn 
out by a complication of diſorders, which his 
early and exceſſive debauchery, relying too much 
on the natural ſtrength of his conſtitution, had 
brought on him: he expired after nine days ill- 
neſs, the zoth of Newember 1750. All France fin- 
cerely mourned the loſs of a man to whom they 
were under ſuch great obligations : the king be- 
ing extremely affected by his death, the court aſ- 
ſumed the ſemblance of a ſincere grief, though 
many envious rejoiced in private. 

Marſhal Saxe was bred a Lutheran, and he 
conſtantly profeſſed that religion, notwithſtand- 
ing the different attempts made to diſſuade him 
from it, and convince him of his error. As cardi- 
nal Tencin met him in the gallery of Verſailles 
ſoon after the peace, and complimented him on 
his glorious campaigns : 

His eminence ſaid to marſhal Saxe, Nothing 
now is wanting but one victory more to give 
the finiſhing ſtroke to all the reit;” to which 
the marſhal replied, * pray, what is that victory ?* 
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The cardinal anſwered, * to combat and conquer 
* Luther;” to which the marſhal rejoined, « my 
© Lord cardinal, the peace is as yet too recent to 
* ſpeak of combats and victories. 

It was in regard to his religion, that after his 
deceaſe, the following words have been often 
uſed; * It was a pity, that in the behalf of that 
man, who had ſo often caufed Te Deum to be 
« ſung in the churches of France, a de profundis 
could not be ſaid: however, in chriſtian cha- 
rity, it is to be ſuppoſed, that he made his 
journey without one. After his deceaſe, the fol- 
lowing will was found; and as the laſt actions 
of great men are ever intereſting to a curious 
reader, it is not doubted but this will prove a 
pleaſing memorial of him. 


THE 
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THE 


Laſt WILL and CODICIL 


Of his SERENE HICHNEss 


MakSHAL GENERAL CounT SAXE, 
. 


Depoſited with Fortier, Notary Public in 
Paris, December 3d, 1750. 


At Paris, March iſt, 1758. 


He oſten conſidered the aceidents atten- 
dant on this life, I at length reſolved to 
diſpoſe of the eſtate I had to leave behind me, 
conſiſting of very valuable moveables in France 
and Germany; beſides near fix hundred thouſand 
livres lodged in certain bankers hands, and one 
hundred and twenty thouſand livres in Saxory, 
paid or payable to M. Muldener on my penſions, 
with a large diamond in his hands called Prague : 
About ten thouſand roubles on the iſland of 
MWarmiſſau in Livonia, which M. de Brinken, 
who rents that eſtate of me by way of farm, 
knows very well. 

Having thus premiſed, I diſpoſe in the fol- 
lowing manner of my eſtate, after the diſcharge 
of whatever debts of mine ſhall appear; of 


which, however, I have no knowledge, as I 


think I have clearcd off all debts I had ever con- 
tracted. 
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tracted. I therefore name two teſtamentary ex- 
ecutors, whom I pray to ſee this my laſt will ex- 
ecuted, wiz. M. de Ertmanſdorff, grand cup- 
bearer to his majeſty the king of Poland elector 
of Saxony, for what is on the other fide of the 
Rhine; and for what I leave in France, M. Bau- 
dry, attorney in the chatelet of Paris. 

In remembrance of the friendly offices of M. 


de Ertmanſdorff, the grand cup-bearer, to me, 


I pray he will accept of the diamond called 
Prague, with my ring. 

And that in return for the affection with which 
he has ſerved me, M. Baudty will accept of a 
thouſand louis d' ors. 

Mere, To M. Dieſtau, colonel of my regi- 
ment of horſe, twenty thouſand livres. 

More, To M. Gauders, major of my regiment 
of foot, twenty - four thouſand livres. 

More, To M. de Heldorff, captain of grena- 
diers in the ſaid regiment of foot, twenty - four 
thouſand livres. 

More, To M. de Pauly, captain in the ſaid re- 
giment, twenty - four thouſand livres. 

The above- named gentlemen having zealouſly 
followed my fortune for a long time, I be- 
queath them theſe marks of my gratitude, 
and pray that they will remember me. 


More, To M. 4˙Aflet, who has retired to 
Blois, twelve thouſand livres. 

More, To M. de Bacboi's camp maſter re- 
formed, and lieutenant of the game at Chambord, 
twelve thouſand livres. 


Mere, 
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More, To the chevalier Girardon, living at the 
caſtle of Ecureuils twelve thouſand livres. 

More, To M. de Sourdis Rabanois, a hundred 
thouſand livres. 

More, To count Wat/daroff, lord of Lichten- 
wal, four hundred thouſand livres, as a reſtitu- 
tion for the fcrfeiture which his Poliſß majeſty 
gave me, on the confiſcation of his uncle's 
eſtate, 

More, To my valet de chambre Beauvois, 
twelve thouſand livres. 

More, To Hunerkopf, my under - gentleman of 
the horſe, twelve thouſand livres. 

More, To my ſurgeon Rout, twelve thouſand 
livres, 

More, To my four guards, twenty thouſand 
livres, to wit, to each five thouſand livres : their 
names are, Abbrezt, Dubrevil, Neuly and Greſſe. 

More, To my chief grooms, ten thouſand 
livres, five to each, to wit, Philip and Chri- 
ſtian. 

More, To my drum- major, five thouſand 
livres. 

The remainder of my eſtate in France ſhall 
devolve to count Bellegarde, chamberlain to his 
Poliſb majeſty, and his embaſſador at Tarin. 

In regard to what I poſſeſs on the other fide 
of the Rhine, and of which I beſeech M. de Ert- 
manſ/dorff to take the diſpoſal of upon him. 

One thouſand Saxen crowns I bequeath to my 
ancient and faithful domeſtic 7 robick. 

One thouſand ducats, to 4. M. Muldener, ſe- 
cretary to the court, N 
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A m.anuſcript book, which I have compoſed 
on military affairs, to A. M. count de Friſe. 

To madam Louiſa de Mezerat, ſhall be given 
all the reſidue in money, as a mark of my re- 
membrance. 

I defire that my body may be buried in Lime, 
that in a ſhort time nothing more of me may re- 
main in the world, but my memory among my 
friends. 

(figned) Mavkice Dr SAXE. 


ADDIJLI10N S. 


Tf by any event I cannot at preſent foreſee my 
eſtate in France ſhould not prove ſufficient to pay 
off the legacies, which I have made by this 
holographic (i. e. written and ſigned by the teſta- 
tor) teſtament, to thoſe therein mentioned on 
this ſide of the Rhine; the defalcation ſhall firſt 
fall upon the bequeſt to count Be/l:-garge, and if 
that ſhould be deficient, the executor ſhall dedu& 
what may be wanting from count ai/darsf; 
my Saxon eſtate having no manner of connection 
with my French one. 

Done at Paris, March 5th, 1746. 
(figued) Mavrice DE SAXE. 


Below is written. 


M. % Baudry and Ertmanſdorff, being both 


dead ſince I made this preſent holographic teſta- 
ment; which by this codicil I confirm in every 
other 
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other point; and for my teſtamentary executors, 
conſtitute M. Muldener counſellor of the Saxon 
court at Dreſden, for my Saxon eſtate; and M. 
de Phroheingues, heretofore captain of the hundred 
$wifs of his late Poli/þ majeſty, now reſident in 
Paris, for my eſtate in France. 

To the former, in acknowledgment of the ſer- 
vices he has rendered me, I bequeath a thouſand 
ducats. To the marquis Phroheingues, I leave 
my picture enriched with diamonds of a thouſand 
louis d'ors value; alſo a thouſand ducats out of 
what I have in Saxen, and my pictures among 
my moveables in France. 

To my nephew count de Friſe, I bequeath my 


great diamond ring called Prague, now in France, 


in the hands of M. Fortier. 

I intieat his moſt chriſtian majeſty to grant to 
my nephew, my regiment of light horſe, and 
habitation at Chambord, with the captainry there- 
of, but on condition that he ſhali keep up the 
ſtud of horſes by me eſtabliſhed there, in order to 
remount the ſaid regimen: as ſhall appear requiſite, 
I humbly hope, that I ſhall hereby preſerve a 
regiment to the king which cannot be equalled ; 
and a breed of horſes not to be matched: inaſ- 
much as I have ſpared no coſt to procure for 
France a ſpecies of horſes ſwifter that thoſe they 
breed, and greatly wanted for light horſe, and 
which cannot be procured in time of war, 

If his majeſty will grant this favour, my in- 
tention is, that the preſent furniture remain in 
Chambord, according to the inventory there, for 
the uſe of count Fi my nephew; but - the 

ing 
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king ſhall think proper to diſpoſe otherwiſe of it, 
the ſtud and moveables ſhall be fold by auction; 
and the ſum of money reſulting from thence ſhall 
be added to my other effects in France. 

I moreover bequeath to M. 4" 4/engon the king's 
ſecretary, and my former governor, in gratitude 
for the affection he always bore me, a diamond 
of twenty-four thouſand livres value. 

I leave alſo to Me//ac my valet de chambre, at 
one payment, fix thouſand livres. 

Mare, To Mouret, my houſe-keeper at Cham- 
bord, at one payment, fix thouſand livres. 

More, To M. Rouſſeau of Villeneuve, Sts 
George's, at one payment, 20,000 livres, 

Such is my laſt will at Paris. 


Dated, the 1ſt of January, 1748. 


(ſigned) MauRiCE DE SAXE. 


On the 3d of December following, this teſta- 
ment was lodged; and the king, willing to ho- 
nour his memory in remembrance of his eminent 
ſervices, not only reſolved to pay the expences 
of his funeral; but alſo in regard to his laſt will 
granted to his nephew count Friſe, the enjoy- 
ment of the caſtle of Chambord, and his regiment 
of Hullans, ſince called the Friſe volunteers; and 
although the large penſions which the king paid 
to marſhal Saxe ceaſed with his death, yet a part 
was beſtowed on his family, and thoſe who faith- 
fully ſerved him. a 


The 


Ps FF E* 8 _ ® 


or Ho +» 1 


Q 


Maurice Count Sax R. 145 


The funeral obſequies of Marſhal Sa xx, 
Sc. Sc. Sc. 


Immediately after the deceaſe of the marſhal, 
all his officers went into deep mourning, mount- 
ed the guard as if he had been alive, and a cannon 
was fired every half hour, until the departure of 
his body for S:raſbourg, whither in five weeks af- 
ter it was conveyed. 

One article of his will was diſobeyed, and 
which was, that his body ſhould be put into 
lime. It was embalmed, put into a leaden 
coffin, encloſed in another of copper, and co- 
vered with another of wood bound with iron. 
The heart was put into a ſilver gilt box, and the 
entrails into a ſeparate coffin. 

On the 8th of Jan. following, the convoy ſet 
out for Straſbourg, his corps in a large mourning 
coach, which was followed by two others drawn 


by ſix horſes. One hundred Hullan dragoons, 


with crapes in their hats, and their arms hang- 
ing, eſcorted the convoy. Their march con- 
tinued a month, on account of the badneſs of the 
weather, 

As the convoy approached Straſbourg, on the 
th of Feb. the chevalier 87. Andre, commander 
of the province in M. de Coigni's abſence, detached 
a regiment of cavalry to meet it. The corps be- 
ing arrived at the gate of Salerne, it was ſaluted 
from the rampart with twelve cannon ſhot. The 
bells of the Lutheran churches rang. All the 
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field-officers at the head of the infantry, ranged 
in a lane from the town-gate to the governor's, 
made the ſalute with their arms. The order of 
the entry of the funeral pomp, was as fol- 
lows : 

Firſt the regiment of Clermont cavalry, then five 
hundred - Ha//an dragoons; M. Sax:'s ſecond 
gentleman of the horſe, with four guards on foot, 
in black; after whom came the funeral- coach; 
on each ſide ſix footmen marched, ſupporting the 
cloth which covered the coach; grooms holding 
the horſes by their bridles; the Sau on foot and 
in deep mourning. 

'Then followed a mourning coach, in which 
baron Helaroff firſt gentleman of horſe ſat alone, 
having a black velvet cuſhion, bordered with 
filver lace, at his fide; thereon was placed a 
little ſquare coffer, covered with black velvet, 
decorated with filver fringes, and containing a 
box of ſilver, gilt, made in the ſhape of a heart; 
therein marſhal Saxe's was encloſed; two pages 
in weepers, were on the fore part of the coach. 

Another ſucceeded like the foregoing, in which 
were the marſhal's four valets de chambre. The 
march was cloſed by fifty more of the Hullan 
dragoons, forming a rear- guard. The troops, 
on the paſſing by of the funeral coach, paid the 
ſame honours to the corps as they uſed to the 
marſhal when alive; the drums beating marches 
all the time. 

The counts of Lewwenhaupt and Friſe, nephews 
of marſhal Saxe, in long cloaks, with M. &,. 
Andre, and ſeveral other general officers, at- 
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tended to receive the body, in the court of the 
caſtle, and continued there till it was placed on 
a bed of ſtate, by twelve gunners. The bed was 
made in the taſte of a dutcheſs, having a grand 
imperial of black velvet, laced with gold and 
ſilver, ornamented with fringes of the ſame. The 
inſide furniture was a ſilver mohair, and the cur- 
tains of white ſattin were raiſed up and tied with 
black crapes. 

The hall was hung from top to bottom with 
black, and emblazoned with different embiems 
of military trophies, deaths heads, marſhals ſtaves 
tied ſalteer-wiſe, the arms of Saxony and Courland, 
and the ribbon of the white cagle, There were 
alſo-two otner halls hung with black, as was the 
front of the hotel, and the courts. In the two halls 
were the perſons aſſembled, appointed to accom- 
pauy the funeral pomp. 

The cofiin was covered with a pall of black 
velvet, garniſhed with ſilver fringes and lace; 
large filver buttons hanging at the four corners, 
The heart and entrails were on the cofin below 
the velvet. A ducal crown, on a cuſhion of black 
velvet was placed at the head of the coftin; the 
marſhals ſtaves ſet acroſs, and tied with the rib- 
bon of the white eagle, his ſword with a gold 
hilt in the ſcabbard ſalteer-wiſe, the whole cover- 
ed with fine crape. ä 

The four corners of the bed of ſtate were 
lighted with wax candles fixed on ſtands, and at 
each corner was placed a ſtool for ſo many heralds 
at arms, each having in one hand a marſhal's 
ſtaff, and in the other a lighted torch. The 
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following day, being the eighth of Feb. 1751, 
and the time appointed for conveying the corps 
to the new church of Sz. Thomas, the proteſtant 
ſtudents, with the theologians of Sr. William's 
college, came to the bed of ſtate, to ſing the fu- 
neral canticles. 

When every thing was ready for the cere- 
mony at noon, and that the whole garriſon un- 
der arms had made a Jane to the new temple, 
from the governor's palace, and that the cavalry 
was drawn up in all the places the funeral was to 
paſs through, the cannon gave the ſignal, the 
bells of the Lutheran churches ſet a-ringing, and 
the ſolemn proceſſion was in the order that here 
follows: 

The hundred Hullan dragoons, who had 
eſcorted the corps from Chamberd to Straſbourg, 
with the butts of their pieces uppermoſt, march. 
ed on foot; and their drums covered with 
crapes, beat mournfully. A man in deep mourn- 
ing marched after them, and immediately after, 
two more in the ſame garb. Each of them car- 
ried two large torches of white wax, lighted, 
and tied together ſalteer- wiſe, ornamented with 
an eſcutcheon, bearing on one ſide the arms of 
Saxony, and on the other, two ſtaves of marſhal 
of France ſalteer-wiſe alſo; next marched three 
other officers of the deceaſed, covered with long 
black cloaks trailing on the ground ; the brims of 
their hats let down, and crapes hanging from 
them to their heels. 

The ſtudents of St. William's college follow- 
ed, and the divines of Aug ſdourg ſinging _— 
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the proceſſion. After them advanced forty-three 
country parſons, depending on the proteſtant 
conſiſtory of Straſbourg, followed by all the pro. 
teſtant vicars, and preachers of that city: all 
theſe clergymen were in ceremonial and mourn- 
ing habits. 

After the clergy marched two other officers 
of the deceaſzd, carrying torches like the former. 
Next followed four trumpeters, cloathed in ſable 
with crapes, the trumpets alſo having crape 
round them; then the kettle drummers, whoſe 
drums being covered with black gave a me- 
lancholy ſound. Two heralds at arms, ſur- 
rounded by ſux of the marthal's officers with 
torches, were followed by the Swiſs porter, fix 
footmen, and four body-guards, in deep mourn- 
ing. Before the coffin, borne by twelve ſerjeants, 

walked two gentlemen of the horſe, the one bear- 
ing the ducal crown, and the other the heart : 
they were attended by four pages. 

Meſſieurs de St. Afrique, St. Germain, Vi- 
braye, and du Pas, held the four corners of the 
pall, and were ſurrounded by ten flambeau- 
bearers. The corps was followed by three of 
the moſt eminent burghers of Szra/bourg, in deep 
mourning, two heralds, prince Vaſjau Sarvrucken, 
and the counts Lowenhaupt and Frije. 

The nobility of the province, who cloſed the 
march, were preceded by chevalier de St. André, 
commander of the province of 4//ace, and lieu- 
tenant-general of the king's armies, with ſeveral! 
field- officers, and the royal prætor, followed bv 
the magiliracy of Siraſozurg. As ſoon as the 
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convoy had reached the church, the coffin was 
placed on a magnificent catafalk, with the mar- 
ſhal's ſtaves, the ſword, ducal crown, &c. 

The aſſiſtants ranked according to their reſpec- 
tive precedencies, the ceremony began with a 
doleful ſymphony, after which a funeral anthem 
was ſung; after the anthem, doctor Lorenz pro- 
feſſor of theology, pronounced a very pathetic 
oration, foliowed by a ſecond ſymphony of in- 
ſtruments; then doctor Froereiſen delivered ano- 
ther fine oration, thanking at the ſame time the 
aſſiſtants at the ceremony, which was concluded 
by a funeral anthem, during which the corps 
was carried into a chapel in the corner of the 
church, and there made on this occaſion, It was 
depoſited therein, under a triple diſcharge of 
twelve pieces of cannon, and the garriſon fired 
off a general volley of their ſmall arms. 

Even up to the cieling the church was hung 
in mourning; and in order to form an artificial 
night, the windows were ſtopt up, and as well 
as the catafalk, it was illuminated with an inh- 
nite number of wax tapers. The funeral deco- 
rations were formed by ſeveral armories, devices, 
emblems, trophies, Sc. The pulpit was cover- 
ed with black velvet, laced with filver, whereon 
tears and deaths heads were repreſented, and in 
it, the arms of Saxony and Courland were placed 
behind the preacher. On the altar, a great black 
velvet carpet laced with ſilver, was ſpread. 

The repreſentation of death with his ſcythe, 
was at the head of the catafalk, having Saturn 
under his feet, At the four corners _— 
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four virtues, with four genii weeping. The 
whole was ornamented with laurel branches, 
bucklers, helmets, cuiraſſes, &c. The chapel 
whereunto the corps of marſhal Saxe was carried 
by twelve ſerjeants, was hung alſo with black, 
emblematically decorated. 

The affiſtants retired, the ceremony being 
over; but tae church remained hung in black 
for two days, and the catafalk in the ſame or- 
der, to ſatisfy the eager curioſity of ſucceſſive 
crouds, who thronged thither every hour. 


ANEC- 


ANECDOTES 


RELATING TO 


COUNT SAXE. 


ſtature, his conſtitution robuſt, and his 
ſtrength extraordinary. He joined the 
interior qualities of a moſt excellent heart, to 
an aſpect ſweet, martial and noble; he was po- 
lite, courteous and affable; his feeling for the 
misfortunes of others was ſo ſtrong, that it 
often exceeded the meaſure of his income. Of 
his gallantry, many ſhining inſtances are re- 
corded, and for the preſent, the following wall 
ſuffice. ; 
Count Saxe had been in high eſtimation with 
the dowager counteſs of Cour/and, and would in 
all probability have been married to her, had 
he been a little more cautious in his conduct, 
and given leſs occaſion to alarm her jealous diſ- 
poſition: but ſhe had diſcovered ſo many of his 
intrigues during his ſojourning at Mztaw, that 
ſhe could no longer pardon, becauſe ſhe had a 
ſincere paſſion for him. New cauſes of reproach, 
but no ſign of his amendment, happened every 
day, which in. the end totally weaned her aftec. 
tions 
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tions from him; to which alienation of her 
friendſhip, nothing contributed more than the 
annexed adventure. 

There was in the retinue of the dutcheſs of 
Caourland, a relation of count Beflucheff's, for 
whom alone count Saxe had eyes or wiſhes; but 
her reign ſoor paſſed, and was ſucceeded by that 
of one of three attendant ladies on the dutcheſs. 
Here lay the difficulty; the ladies were lodged in 
apartments joining to that of the dutcheſs, from 
which he was ſeparated by a ſpacious court. The 
impoſſibilty of his introducing himſelf into the 
chamber of his beloved, aroſe from the jealous 
neighbourhood of the others, who had 4rgus's 
eyes on all his movements. . 

In order to remedy this inconvenience in 
ſome manner, they entered into an amorous 
compact, that as ſoon as univerſal filence had 
prevailed, and all were gone to bed in the pa- 
lace, he ſhould go and receive her from her 
window, hand her to his apartment, ard each 
morning before the return of day, reconduct her 
to her own, 

This tender intercourſe was happily carried 
on for ſome time; but their evil genius, zealous 
of their private and ſtolen bliſs, determined that 
it ſhould be promulged. For, as one ill-fated 
morning, the ground being covercd with ſnow, 
the count was carrying his charmer on his back, 
in order to prevent her catching cold, they were 
met full butt by an old beldam, with a lighted 
lanthorn, to their mutual ſurprize and aſtoniſh- 
ment, 
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ment. The old Maegera ſeeing an unexpected 
figure with two backs at that early hour, ſcream- 
ed as if poſſeſſed with a bad ſpirit. 

The count, greatly embarraſied how to be- 
have in ſo delicate a ſituation, where a lady's 
honour was at ſtake, attempted with one of his 
feet to kick the lanthorn out of her hand; ſo put 
out the light, and put a flop to her prying, or 
employed curioſity. In making the attempt his 
foor ſlipped; down he fell in the ſnow, the old 
woman under him, who redoubled her cries, 
whilſt the dear terrified goddeſs on his back was 
in the'greateſt anxiety. 

A centinel, alarmed at the noiſe, drew near 
to diſcover the cauſe : but the parties concerned 
being known he withorew; and this comic ad- 
venture was the entertainment of the palace and 
towa next day. As ſoon as the princeſs awoke 
ſhe was informed of it, in hu pes of making her 
laugh, but it had quite a contrary effect, and, 
added to all ſhe knew before of his diſſolute 
paſſion for the ſex in general, filled her with aver- 
ſion and contempt for him. Had he taken the 
leaſt pains to merit her affection, which ſhe was 
very forward to grant, he muſt inevitably have 
been Czar of Mujcovy; ſo it may be aſſerted of 
him, that he loſt a larger empire than Anthony 
for love, not indeed of one Cleopatra, but of the 
ſex in general. 

The count had not only the ſurpriſing ſtrength 
of body the king his father was ſo remarkable 
for, but was alſo endowed with the ſame _ 
neſs 
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A neſs of temper, and undaunted courage. His 
military talents were ſuperior to that of his royal 
father. Nothing ſhews more the ingenuous 
character of count Saxe, whoſe name will be 
4 tranſmitted with honour to poſterity, than his 
letter to general Schmettau, on account of hav- 
ing been traduced to the king of Pruſſia, as ca- 
I pable of entering into thoſe little cabals, which 
always cauſe diſſentions among the generals of an 
allied army: theſe were count Saxe s words; 
* All who are acquainted with me, know that I 
am much fitter to break a lance, than to ſpin 
Nan intrigue!” and how much be was capable 
"a of doing the former, will appear from the fol- 

LY lowing feats of ſtrength. 

Once on a time, being at a rendezvous after a 
hunting-match, to drink a glaſs of wine, none of 
the company having a cork- ſcrew, he aſked for 
a long nail, of which he inſtantly made a ſcrew, 
by twiſting it round his finger, to the ſurprize 
of all preſent, many of whom attempted the 
ſame, but failed, 

The uncommon ſtrength of his hand was fo 
amazing, that ſtopping one day in a village to 
get one of his horſes ſhod, he called for five or 
lix horſe-ſhocs which, one after the other, he 
broke. The ſmith imputed the breaking of the 
fr{t and ſecond to the badneſs of the iron; but 
when he ſaw that thoſe he had choſen for ſound, 
met the ſame treatment, he crofſed himſelf, 
ſtared very carneſily at the count, ſuſpecting ſome- 
thing not good, and unnatural about him, refuſed 
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to give him any more of his ſhoes, and ſeemed 
to ſay, wade ſatana, be gone devil; the count 
ſmiled, and gave the ſmith a ſix livre piece to 
make him amends for his broken ſhoes, and his 
fright: this not only recovered the ſmith, but 
reconciled him to the joke. The count, well 
pleaſed with the ſcene, continued his journey. 
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